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PREFACE 



O V T H B 



TRANSLATOR. 



HOWEVER unfortunate the intelligent 
' and philanthropic writer of thefe Travels 
may have been at the conclufion of his earthly 
career, it is a tribute due to his memory from 
every liberal mind, to acknowledge, that no 
traveller of our own times has made a more va- 
luable prefent to the enlightened part of Europe 
than M. Brissot, by his account of the prefent 
ftate of the people, of their manners and trade, 
of the United States of America. An immenfe 
country — increafing in opulence and fplendour 
every day ; the rifing feat of Arts, and the 
afylum of Liberty. — The pigmy nations of Eu- 
rope fmk in comparifon with this vaft country, 
7 like 
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like ftars compared with the grand luminary. 
No wonder that the mind of Briffot ftiould feel 
the warm glow of congenial fentiaient in a tour 
through a country where tyranny is no more, 
and where peace and plenty are the fruits of 
nature and induftry. 

The inhabitants of Europe may derive great 
advantages from M. Briffot's account of Ame- 
rica ; as they have done from a variety of other 
labours of the fame author. Their minds are 
now open to an enquiry into the effefts of mo- 
ral and political fyftems. Many perfons read a 
few lines of the preface of a book, before they 
decide, whether they will purchafe it. From 
this pradice, I have Ibme doubts that I (hall 
probably be accufed of being in the intereft of 
the Bookfeller, and of making an aflertion mere- 
ly to catch this fort of readers, when I fay that 
the Englifli have more need of information on 
the prefeut ftate and real charafter of the United 
States of America, than any other people of 
Europe ; and efpecially when I add, that this 
book is infinitely better calculated to convey 
that information than any other, or than all 
others of the kind that have hitherto appeared. 



I do not know how to convince an Englifh 

6 reader 
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reader of the firft of thefc remarks ; but the 
latter I am fure he will find true on perudng 
the work. 

The faft is, we have, for reafons of ftatc, 
moft probably, been kept utterly ignorant both 
of the Americans, and of thrir country. Had 
we known either the one or the other, while 
they were colonics, they would have been fo at 
this day, and doubtlefs for many days longer ; 
did we know them now, we (hould endeavour 
to draw thofe advantages from them which 
the natural and adventitious circumftances of 
the two countries would indicate to reafonablc 
men. There is no part of the globe, out of 
England, fo interefting for us to ftudy, under 
all its connexions and relations, as the territory 
of the United States. Could we barter all the 
Canadas and Nova-Scotias, with all their modi- 
fications and fubdivifions, for fuch an amicable 
intercourfe as might have been eftablifhed with 
that people fince the clofe of the war, we fhould 
have every reafon to rejoice in the change. 

The fourccs of our information concerninj 
America, have too often been corrupt, falfe, in- 
tcrefted, and bafe. What could be drawn from 

fuch 
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&ch fources, that ought not to be defpifcd and- 

difcredited ? 

Thofe Americans, who bed know their own 
country, do not write 5 they have always been 
occupied in more important affairs. A few 
light fuperficial travellers, fome of whom ne- 
ver appear to have quitted Europe ; a few mi- 
nifterial governors of provinces, whofe bufinefs 
it always was to deceive : fuch are the men 
whofe errors have been uniformly copied by 
fucceeding writers, and afted upon by modern 
politicians. 

Thefe blunders affume different fliapes, and 
come recommended to us under various autho- 
rities. You fee them muftered and embodied 
in a gazetteer or a. geographical grammar*, 
marching in the fplendid retinue of all the fci- 
ences in the Encyclopedic j you find them by 
regiments preflTed into the fervice of De Paw, 
tortured into difcipline and taught to move to 
the mufic of Reynel, and then mounted among 
the heavy armed cavalry of Robertfon. Under 

* Perhaps no work, that is not f3rftematicall j falfe, contains 
more errors than the Geographical Gtzmjnar publiihed under 
the name of William Guthrie; it is a hodgepodge of falfe- 
hood from the beginning to the end. 

fuch 
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focb able commanders, who could donbt of 
their doing execution ? Indeed their operations 
have been too fatal to us. Our falfe ideas of 
the Americans have done us infinite mifchief. 

The book that bears the name of Lord Shef- 
field on the American trade, has ferved as the 
touchftone, the ftatefman's confeffion of faith, 
relative to our political and commercial inter- 
courfe with that country. It is faid to have 
been written by an American who had left his 
country in difgrace, and therefore intended to 
write againft it. And the book really has this 
appearance ; it has palled for. a long time in 
England as a moft patriotic and ufeful perform- 
ance ; it has taught us to defpife the Americans 
in peace and commerce, as the works of other 
men of this caft had before told us to do in war, 
and politics. The details in it may be accurate, 
though of little confequence ; but the realbn- 
ing is uniformly wrong, the prediftions are all 
falfe, and the conclufions which he draws, and 
which of courfe were to fcrve as advice to the 
government, are calculated to flatter our vanity, 
to confirm us in our errors, and miilead us in 
our conduft. Had the ableft fophifl: in Eu- 
rope been employed to write a book profefTedly 
againft Great-Britain and in favour of America, 

he 
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of the revolution, and therefore merits a cloTe exami- 
nation. 

What is liberty ? It is that pcrfedl (late of human 
felicity, in which each man confidently depends upon 
thofe laws which he contributes to make ; — in which, 
to make them good, he ought to perfedt the powers 
of his mind ; in which, to execute them well, he muft 
employ all his rcafon : for all coercive meafures are 
difgraceful to freemen — they are ufelefs in a free 
State ; and when the magiftrate calls them to his aid, 
liberty is pn the decline. Morals are nothing more 
than reafon applied to all the adions of life ; in tbtir 
force €(Miiifts the execution of the laws. Reafon or 
morals are to the execution of the laws among a free 
people, what fetters, fcourges, and gibbets are among 
flaves. Deftroy morals, or pradlical reafon, and you 
muft fupply their place by fetters and fcourges, or 
dfe fociety will ceafe to be any thing but a ftate of 
war, a fcene of deplorable anarchy, to be terminated 
by its dcftruflion. 

Without morals there can be no liberty. If yoa 
have not the former, you cannot love the latter, and 
you will foon take it away from others ; for if you 
abandon yourfelf to luxury^ to oftentation, to exceflive 
gaming, to enormous expences, you neceffarily opea 
your heart to corruption ; you make a traffic of your 
popularity, and of your talents ; you fell the people 
10 that defpotifm which is always endeavouring to 
abforb them withia it^ chains* 
- ^ Some 

4 
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Some men endeavour to make a diftinftion between 
public and private morals. Thi^ is a faife and chi- 
merical diftinftion ; invented by vice, in order to dif- 
guifc its danger. Undoubtedly a man may poflefs 
the private virtues, without the public: as for in- 
ftancc, he may be a good father, without being an 
ardent friend of liberty. But he who has not the 
private virtues, can never poffefs the public. In this 
refpeft they are infeparable ; their bafis is the fame, 
St is f radical reafon. What ! within the walls of your 
houfe^ you trample reafon uAder foot ; and do you 
refpeft it abroad, in your intercourfe with your fellow- 
citizens ? The man who refpefts not reafon in the 
ionely prefence of his boufehold gods, can have no 
fincere attachment to it at all ; and his apparent ve- 
neration to the law is but the effeft of fear, or the gri- 
ftiace of hypocrify. Place him out of danger from 
the public force, his fears vanilh, and his vice ap- 
pears. Befides, the hypocrify of public virtue entrains 
another evil ; it fpreads a dangerous fnarc to liberty 
over the abyfs of defpotifm. 

Wliat confidence can be placed in thofe men who, 
regarding the revolution but as their road to fortune, 
aflume the appearance of virtue only to deceive the 
people ; who deceive the people but to pillage and 
enflave them ; and who, in their artful difcourfes, 
which are paid for with gold, preach to others the fa- 
crifice of private intereft, while they themfelves fa- 
crifice all that is facred to their own ? men whofe pri- 
vate tonduft is the affaflin of virtue, an opprobrium 

B2 to 
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to liberty, and gives the lie to the doctrines which 
they preach : 

^i curios Jimulant^ et Baccanalia vivunt. 
• Happy the people who defpife this hypocrify, who 
have the courage to degrade, to chaftife, to excom- 
municate thefe double men ; poflelfing the tongue of 
Cato^ and the foul of Tiberius. Happy the people 
who, well convinced that liberty is not fupported by 
eloquence, but by the exercife of virtue, efteem not, 
but rather defpife, the former, when it is feparatcd 
from the latter. Such a people, by their fevere opi- 
nions, compel men of talents to acquire morals ; they 
exclude corruption from their body, and lay the 
foundation for liberty and long profperity. 

But if fuch a people (hould become fo improvident 
and irrefolute, as to be dazzled by the eloquence of 
an orator who flatters their paflions, to pardon his 
vices in favour of his talents — if they feel not an in- 
dignation at feeing an Alcibiades training a mantle 
of purple, lavifhing his fumptuous repafts, lolling on 
the bofom of his miftrefs, or ravifliing a wife from her 
tender hufband — if the view of his enormous wealth, 
his exterior graces, the foft found of his fpeech, and 
his traits of courage, could reconcile them to his 
crimes — if they (hould render him the homage which 
is due only to talents united with virtue — if they 
ihould lavifli upoa him praifes, places, and honours 
^•^then it is that this people difcover the full meafure 
of their weaknefs, their irrefolution, and their own 
proper corruption \ they become thjeir own execution- 
ers; 
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crs; and the time is not diftant, when they will be 
ready to be fold, by their own Alcibiadcs, to the great 
kingy and to his fatraps. 

Is it an ideal pidure which I here trace^ or^ is it 
not ours ? I tremble at the refemblance ! Great 
God ! (hall we have achieved a revolution the molt 
inconceivable, the moft unexpedled, but for the fake 
of drawing from nihility a few intriguing, low, am- 
bitious men, to whom nothing is facred, who have not 
even the mouth of gold to accompany their foul of 
clay? Infamous wretches ! they endeavour to excufe 
their weaknefs, their venality, their eternal capitula- 
tions with dcfpotifm, by faying, Thefe people are too 
much corrupted to be trufted with complete liberty. 
They themfelves give them the example of corrup- 
tion; they give them new Ihackles, as if (hackles 
could enlighten and ameliorate men. 

O Providence ! to what deftiny referveft thou the 
people of France? They are good, but they are 
flexible; they are credulous, they are enthufiaftic^ 
they are eafily deceived. How often, in thieir infa- 
tuation, have they applauded fecret traitors, who have 
advifed them to the mod perfidious meafures ! In- 
fatuation announces either a people whofe aged weak- 
nefs indicates approaching diflblution, or an infant 
people, or a mechanical people, a people not yet ripe 
fot liberty : for the man of liberty is by nature a man 
of reafon s he is rational in his applaufes, he is fparing 
in his admiration^ if, indeed, he ever indulges this 

B 3 pafiion; 



6 FREFACl. 

paffion ; he never profanes thcfe effufions, by lavifin 
ing them on men who diflionour themfclves. A pco^ 
pie degraded to this degree, are ready to carefs the 
gilded chains that may be offered them. Behold the 
people of England dragging in the dirt that parlia- 
liament to whom they owed their liberty, and crown- 
ing with laurels the infamous head of 'Monkj^ who 
fold them to a new tyrant. 

I have fcnitinized thofe men, by whom the people 
are fo eafily infatuated. How few patriots was I able 
to number among them ! How few men, who fin- 
cerely love the people, who labour for their happinefs 
and amelioration, without 'regard to their perfonal 
• intereft ! Thefe true friends, thefe real brothers of 
the people, are not to be fornied in thofe infamous 
gambling houfes, where the reprefentatives fport with 
the blood of their fellow citizens; they are not found 
among thofe vile courtezans who, preferving their 
difpofitron, have only changed their maik ; they are 
not found among thofe patriots of a day, who, while 
they are preaching the Rights of Man, are gravely 
occupied with a gilded phaeton, or an embroidered 
veft. The man of this frivolous tafte has never de- 
fccnded into thofe profound meditations, which make 
of humanity, and the exercife of reafon, a conftant 
plcafure and a daily duty. The fimplicity of wants 
and of pleafures, may be taken as a fure iign of pa- 
tfiotifm. He that has few wants, has never that of 
felling hipfifelf ; while the citizen, who has the rage 
of oftentation, the fury of gambling, and of expenfive 

frivolities, 
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frlvdities, is always to be fold to the higheft bidder; 
and every thing around him betrays his corruption ! 

Would you prove to me your patriotifm^ Let me 
penetrate into the interior of your houfe. What ! I 
fee your antichamber full of infolent lackies, who re- 
gard me with difdain, becaufe 1 am like Curius, ///• 
comptis capUUs: they addrefs you with the appellation 
o{lordj}oip\ they give you ftill thofe vain titles which 
liberty treads under foot, and you fufFcr it, and you 
caJl yourfelf a patriot] — I penetrate a little further : 
your ceilings are gilded ; magnificent vafes adorn your 
.chimney pieces ; I walk upon the richeft carpets; 
the mod coftly wines, the moft exquifitediflies, cover 
your table; a crowd of fervants furround it; you 
treat them with haughtincfs : —No, you are not a pa- 
triot, the moft confummate pride reigns in your heart, 
the pride of birth, of riches, and of power. With 
this triple pride, a man never believes in thedodrine 
of equah'ty : you belie your confcience when you 
proftitute the word patriot. 

But whence comes this difplay of wealth ? you arc 
not rich. Is it from the people ? they are ftill poor. 
Who will prove to me that it is not the price of their 
blood ? Who will aflure me that there is not this mo- 
ment exifting a fecret contrad between you and the 
court ? Who will aflure mc that you have not faid to 
the court, Truft to me the power which remains to 
you, and I will bring back the people to your feet ; 
\ will attach them tt> your car; 1 will enchain the 

B 4 tongues 



8 PREFACE. 

tongues and pens of thofc independent who brave 
you. A people may fometimes be fubjugated with- 
out the aid of baftilles. 

I do not know if fo many pifturcs as every day 
ftrike our eyes, will convince us of the extreme difii- 
cuity of connecling public incorruptibility with cor* 
ruption of morals j but I am convinced, that if we 
wifli to preferve our conftitution, it will be eafy, it 
will be neceffary, to demonftrate this maxim : ** With- 
** out private virtue, there can be no public virtue, 
•* no public fpirit, no true liberty.'* 

But how can we create private virtue among a peo- 
ple who have juft rifen fuddenly from the dregs of 
fervitude, dregs which have been fettling for twelve 
centuries on their heads ? 

Numerous means offer themfelves to our hands ; 
laws, inftruclion, good examples, education, encou- 
ragement to a rural life, parcelling of real property 
among heirs, refpedt to the ufeful arts. 

Is it not evident, for inftance, that private morals 
aflbciate naturally with a rural life; that, of confe- 
quence, manners would much improve, by inducing 
jnen to return from the city to the country, and by 
difcouraging them from migrating from the country 
to the city ? The reafon why the Americans poflefs 
fucb pure morals is, becaufe nine- tenths of them live 
difperfc^ in the country. I do not fay th;tt we (hould 

makQ 
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make laws dircft to force people to quit the town, or 
to fix their limits i all prohibition, all reftraint, is un- 
juft, abfurd, and ineffedual. Do you wifli a perfon 
to do well ? make it his intereft to do it. Would you 
re- people the country ? make it his intereft to keep 
his children at home. Wife laws and taxes well dif- 
tributed will produce this efFeft. Laws which tend 
to an equal diftribution of real property, to diffufe a 
certain degree of eafe among the people, will contri- 
bute much to the refurreftion of private and public 
morals; for mifery can take no intereft in the public 
good, and want is often the limit of virtue. 

Would you extend public fpirit through all France? 
Into all the departments, all the villages, favour the 
propagation of knowledge, the low price of books and 
of newfpapers. How rapidly would the revolution 
confolidate, if the government had the wifdom to 
frank the public papers from the expence of poftage ! 
It has often been repeated, that three or four millions 
of livres expended in this way, would prevent a great 
number of diforders which ignorance may countenance 
or commit, and the reparation of which cofts many 
more millions. The communication of knowledge 
would accelerate a number of ufeful undertakings, 
which greatly diffjufe public profperity, 

I will ftill propofe another law, which would infaU 
libly extend public fpirit and good morals ; it is tiie 
fliort duration of public officers in public offices, and 
thf imppffibility of reele&ing them without an in- 

tervaU 
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tcrval. By that the Icgiflative body would fend out 
every two years, into the provinces, three or four 
hundred patriots, who, during their abode at Paris, 
would have arifen to the horizon of the revolution, 
and obtained inftruftion, aftivity in bufinefs, and a 
public fpirit. The commonwealth, better underftood, 
would become thus fucceffively the bufinefs of all; 
and it is thus that you would repair the defeft with 
which reprefentative republics are reproached, that 
the commonwealth is the bufinefs of but few. 

J cannot enlarge upon all the means ; but it would 
ibc rendering a great fervice to the Revolution, to feek 
and point out thofe which may give us morals and 
public fpirit.r— 

Yet I cannot leave this fubjeft without indulging 
one refieftion, which appears to me important; Li- 
berty, either political or individual, cannot exift a 
long time without perfonal independence. There can 
be no independence without a property, a profcflion, 
a trade, or an honeft induftry, which may infure 
againft want and dependence. 

. I aflure you that the Americans are and will be for 
a long time free ; it is becaufe nine tenths of them 
live by agriculture; and when there (hall be five hun- 
dred millions of men in America, all may be proprie- 
tors. 

We are not in that bappy fituation in France : the 
• • produdivc 
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produdive lands in Fnnce amount to fifty millions of 
9cres; this eqiaally divided, would be two acres to a 
perfon^ thefe two acres would not be fufficient for 
his fubfiilence; the nature of things calls a great 
number of the French to live in cities. Commerce, 
the mechanic arts, and divers kinds of induftry, pro- 
cure there fubfiftence to the inhabitants ; for we mu(t 
not count much at prefent on the produce of public 
offices* Salaries indemnifyy but do not enrich : nei- 
ther do they infqre againft future want. A man who 
(hould fpeculate upon falaries for a living, would only 
]ye the Have of the people, or of foreign powers : every 
man, therefore, who wifties fincerely to be free, ought 
to exercife fome art or trade. At this word, trade^ 
the patriots ftill Oliver ; they begin to pay fome re* 
fpe<ft to commerce; but though they pretend to cherilh 
equality, they do not feel themfclves frankly the equals 
of a mechanic. They have not yet abjured the pre- 
judice which regards the tradefman, as below the 
hanker or the merchant. This vulgar ariftocracjr 
will be themoft difficult to deftroy*. — If you wilh 
to honour the mechanic arts, give inftruftion to thofc 
who exercife them : choofc among them the beft in- 

* It extends even to officers ckofen by the people. With what 
difdain they regard an artifan from head to foot ! With what fe- 
verity many of our national guards treat thofe wretches who are 
arrefled by them ! With what infolence they execute their orders ! 
*— Obfcrvc the greater part of the public officers : They are as 
haughty in the exercife of their funftions, as they were grovelfiug 
in the Primary Affemblies. A true patriot is equal at all times t 
equally difiant fiont Mcnefr at tlefiioas, and infidfnee in office. 

ftruftcd. 
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flrufted, and advance them in public employments; 
and difdain not to confer upon them diftinguiflicd 
places in the affemblies. 

I regret that the National Affembly has not yet 
given this falutary example i that they have not yet 
crowned the genius of agriculture, by calling to the 
prefident's chair the good cultivator, Gerard; that 
the merchants and other members of the Affembly, 
who cxercife mechanic arts, have not enjoyed the 
fame honour. Why this exclufion ? It is very well 
to infert in the Declaration of Rights, that all men are 
equal ; but we muft pradife this equality, engrave it 
in our hearts, confecrate it in all our a£bions, and it 
belongs to the National Affembly to give the great 
example. It would perhaps force the executive 
power to refpeft it likewife. Has he ever been known 
to defcend into the clafs of profeffions, there to choofc 
his minifters, his agents, from men of limplicity of 
manners, not rich, but well inftrufted, and no cour- 
tezans ? 

Our democrats of the court praife indeed, with a 
borrowed enthufiafm, a Franklin or an Adams ; they 
fay, and even with a filly aftonilhment, that the one 
was a printer, and the other a fchoolmafter ! But, do 
they go to feek in the work-fliops the men of infor- 
mation ? No.— But what fignifies at prefent the con- 
duct of an adminiftration, whofe deteltable founda- 
tion renders them antipopular, and confcquently per- 
verfe? they can never appear virtuous but by hypo* 

crify. 
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^rify. To endeavour to •onvert them is a folly; to 
oppofe to them iadependent adverfaries, is wifdom : 
the fecrct of independence is in this maxim, Havi 
few wants ^ and a Jleady employment to fatisfy them* 

With thefe ideas man bends not his front before 
man. The artizan glories in his trade that fupports 
him : he envies not places of honour ; he knows he 
can attain them, if he deferves them : he idolizes no 
man ; he refpeds himfelf too much to be an idolater : 
he efteems not men becaufe they are in place, but 
becaufe they deferve well from their Country. The 
leaders of the revolution in Holland, in the fixteenth 
century, feated on the grafs at a repaft of herrings and 
onions, received, with a ftern fimplieity, the deputies 
of the haughty Spaniard. This is the portrait of men 
who feel their dignity, and know the fuperiority of 
freemen over the (laves of kings, 

^em neque pauperiesy neque morsy neque vincula terrent. 

When (hall we have this elevated idea of ourfelvcs ? 
When will all the citizens look with difdain on thofe 
idols on whom they formerly proftituted their adora- 
tion ? Indeed, when (hall we experience a general 
difiu(ion of public fpirit ? 

I have no uneafinefs about the riiing generation : 
the pure fouls of our young men breathe nothing but 
liberty ; the contagious breath of perfonal intereft has 
not yet infeded them. An education truly national^ 
will creiate men furpaffing the Greeks and Romans ; 

but 
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but people advanced in life^ accufiomed to fervitu^^ 
femiliarized with the idolatry of the great — What will 
reclaim them ? What will ftrip them of the old man > 
Inilrudiion ; and the bed means of diffufing it, is to 
multiply popular clubs, where all thofe citizens fo 
unjuftly denominated paffive, come to gain informa- 
tion on the principles of the Conftitution^ and on the 
political occurrences of every day. It is there that 
may be placed under the eyes of the people the great 
examples of virtue furniftied by ancient and modern 
hiilory ; it is there that detached parts of the work, 
which I now publilh, may fcrve to (hew my fellow- 
citizens the means of preferving their liberty.. 

O Frenchmen ! who with for this valuable inftruc-^ 
tion, ftudy the Americans of the prefent day. Open 
this book : you will here fee to what degree of prof* 
perity the bleflings of freedom can elevate the induf- 
try of man ; how they dignify his nature, and difpofe 
him to univerGxl fraternity : you will here learn by 
what means liberty is preferved ; that the great fecret 
of its duration is in good morals. It is a truth that 
the oSfervation of the prefent (late of America demon- 
. Urates at every ftep. Thus you will fee, in thefe Tra- 
vels, the prodigious efFefts of liberty on morals, on 
induftry, and on the amelioration of men. You will 
fee thofe ftern prefbyterians, who, on the flrft fettle- 
ment of their country, infefted with the gloomy fu- 
perftitions of Europe, could ereft gibbets for thofe 
who thought differently from themfelves. You will 
fee them admitting all fefts to* equal charity and bro* 

thcrhood. 
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thcrhood, rejcfting ihofc fupci-ftitions which, to adore 
the Supreme Being, make martyrs of part of the hu- 
man race. Thus you will fee all the Americans, in 
whofe minds the jealoufy of the mother country had 
diffeminated the moft abfurd prejudices againft fo- 
reign nations, abjure thofe prejudices, rejedt every 
idea of war, and open the way to a univerfal confe- 
deration of the human race. You will fee independ- 
ent America contemplating no other limits but thofe 
of the univerfe, no other reftraint but the laws made 
by her reprefentatives. You will fee them attempt- 
ing all forts of fpeculations ; opening the fertile bofom 
of the foil, lately covered by forefts ; tracing un- 
known feas ; eftablifliing new communications, nevr 
markets; naturalizing, in their own country, thofe 
precious manufadtures which England had referved 
CO herfelf J and, by this accumulation of the means 
of induftry, they change the balance thar was former- 
ly againft America, and turn it to their own advan- 
tage. You will fee them faithful to their engage- 
ments, while their enemies are proclaiming their 
bankruptcy. You will fee them invigorating their 
minds, and cultivating their virtues; reforming their 
government, employing only the language of reafoa 
to convince the refraftory ; multiplying every where 
moral inftitutions and patriotic eftablifhments ; and, 
above all, never feparating the idea of* public from 
private virtues. Such is the confoling piAurc 
which thefe Travels, will offer to the friend of li- 
berty. 

The 
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The reverfc is not Ief$ confoling; if liberty is i 
fure guarantee of profperity ; if, in perfcfting the ta-« 
Icnts of man, it gives him virtues, thefe virtues, in 
their turn, become the fureft fupport of liberty. A 
people of univerfal good morals would have no need 
of government j the law would have no need of an 
executive power. This is the reafon why liberty in 
America is fafely carried to fo high a degree that it 
borders on a ftate of nature, and why the government 
has fo little force. This, by ignorant men, is called 
anarchy : enlightened men, who have examined the 
effeds on the fpot, difcern in it the excellence of the 
government; becaufe, notwithftanding its weaknefs, 
fociety is there in a flourilhing ilate. The profperity 
of a fociety is always in proportion to the extent of 
liberty ; liberty is in the invcrfe proportion to the ex- 
tent of the governing power : the latter cannot in- 
creafc itfclf, t)ut at the ex pence of the former. 

Can a people without government be happy ? Yes; 
if you can fuppofe a whole people with good morals j 
and this is not a chimera. Will you fee an example ? 
obferve the Quakers of America. Though numerous, 
though difperfed over the furface of Pennfylvania, 
they have pafled more than a century without mu- 
nicipal government, without police, without coercive 
meafures, to adminifter the State, or to govern the 
bofpitals. And why ? See the pidlure of their man- 
ners ; you will there find the eXplanaiion of the phe- 
nomenon. 

Coercive 
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Coercive meafures and liberty never go together : 
ft free people bate the former; but if thefe meafures 
are not employed, how will you execute the law ? By. 
the force of reafon and good morals ; — take away 
thefe, and you muft borrow the arm of violence, .or 
fall into anarchy. If, then, a people deiire to banllh 
the diflionourable means of coercion, they muft ex- 
crcifc their reafon, which will (hew them the neceffity 
of a conftant refpe<5t for the law. 

The exercifc of this faculty produces among the 
Americans a great number of men defignated by the 
name of principled men. This appellation indicates the 
charader of a clafs of men fo little known among us^ 
that they have not acquired a name.. There will be one 
formed, I have no doubt ; but, in the mean time,J fee 
none but vibrating, unfteady beings, who do g'od by 
enthufiafm, and never by refleflion. There can be no 
durable revolution, but where refledion marks the 
operation, and matures the ideas. It is amongft tbofe 
men of principle that you find the true heroes of hu* 
manity, the Howards, Fother'gills, Penns, Fraaklins, 
Waftiingtons, Sidneys, and Ludlows. 

Shew me a man of this kind, whofe wants are cir^ 
cumfcrlbed, who admits no luxury, who has no fe- 
cret paflion, no ambition, but that of ferving his 
country — a man who, as Montaigne fays, aie des 
opinions fupercelejlesy fans avoir des mceurs fouterreines ; — 
a man whom refledion guides in every thing; this is 
the man of the people. 

Vol. I. C In 
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In a word, my countrymen, wOuld you be always 
free, Always independent in your eleftions, and m 
your opinions? Would you confine the executive 
power within narrow limits, and diminifti the number 
of -your laws ? — have morals ! — inpejjima republica plu- 
tirme leges. Morals fupply perfeftly, the neceffity of 
laws ; laws fupply but imperfeftly, and in a miferable 
manner, the place of morals. Would you augment 
your population, that chief wealth of nations ? Would 
you augment the eafe of individuals, induftry, agri- 
culture, and every thing that contributes to general 
profperity }—h(we morals f" 

Such is the double effeft of morals in the United 
States, whofe form of government ftill frightens pu- 
lillartimous and fuperftitious men. The portraits of- 
fered to view, in thefe Travels, will juftify that re- 
publicanifm which knaves calumniate with defign^ 
which ignorant men do not undcrftand, but which 
they will learn to know and refpefl:. How can we 
better judge of a government than by its effeds ? 
Reafoning* may deceive ; experience is always right. 
If liberty produces good morals, and diflfufes infor- 
mation, why do freemen continue to carp at that kind 
of government, which, being founded on the grcateft 
degree of liberty, fecures the greateft degree of prof>- 
perity ? 

• If yoa would fee excellent reafoning on this fubjedl, read the 
work by the celebrated Paine, entitled, RigbiirfMan; efpedall/ 
tiie jnifcellaneous chapter. 

I thought 
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I thought it very ufefui and very necdSkry to prove 
thefe principles from great examples ; and this is my 
reafon for pubiifhing thefe Travels. Examples are 
mpre powerful than precepts. Morality, put in aftion, 
carries fomeihing of the dramatic^ and the French 
love the drama* 

This, then, is my firft objeft ; it is national, it is 
univerfai : for, when it is demonftrated that liberty 
creates morals, and morals, in their turn, extend and 
maintain liberty, it is evident that to reftrain the 
progrefs of liberty is an execrable projeft 5 fince it is 
to reftrain the happinefs, the profperity, and thc^union 
of the human race, 

A fecond objeft which guides me in this publica- 
tion, is likewife national. I wiflied to defcribe to my 
countrymen a people with whom we ought, on every 
account, to conneA ourfelves in the moft intimate 
manner. The moral relations which ought to conned 
the two nations are. unfolded in the firft volume; 
the fecond comprifes particularly the commercial 
connexions. This volume was publilhed afterwards 
by Mr. Claviere and me, 

[^Matry interefttng additions have been made to the 
fecond volume, by feveral gentlemen refident in A^erica^ 
and by feme in England.'^ 

The comparative view of their conftitution with 
ourS| requires a critical and profound examination. 

C % Experience 
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Experience has already determined the qualities of 
one; the other is (till in its infancy. Perhaps, in^ 
deed, it r^qoires a time of more calmnefs, kf$ igno- 
rance and prejudice in the public mind, to judge 
wifely of the American conftitution. We mull pre- 
pare the way for this maturity of judgment; and 
thefe Travels will accelerate it, in fctting forth with 
truth the advantages of the only government which 
merits any confidence. 

If I had confuUed what is called the Love of Glory, 
and the Spirit of Ancient Literature, I could have 
fpent fevcral years in polifhing this Wprk ; but I be- 
lieved, that, though neceflary at prefent, it might be 
too late, and, perhaps, ufelefs, in a few years. We 
Jiave arrived at the time when men of letters ought to 
fludy, above all things, to be ufefulj when they ought, 
for fear of lofing time, to precipitate the propagation 
of truths, which the people ought to know; when, 
of confequerice, we ought to occupy ourfelves more 
in things than in words ; when the care of ftyle, and 
the pertedlion of tafte, are but figns of a trifling va- 
jiity, and a literary ariftocracy. Were Montefquieu 
to rife from the dead, he would furely bluQi at having 
. laboured twenty years in making epigrams on laws : 
he would write for the people ; for the revolution 
cannot be maintained but by the people, and by the 
people inftrufted : he would write, then, diredtly and 
limply from his own foul, and not torment his ideas 
to render them brilliant. 

: When 
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When a man would travel ufefully, he fliould 
ftudy, firft, men ; fecondly, books ; and thirdly, places. 
To ftudy men, he fliould fee them of all clafles, of all 
parties, of all ages, and in all fituations, 

I read in the Gazettes, that the ambaflkdors of 
Tippo Sultan were fcafted by every body; they were 
carried to thje balls, to the fpeAacles, to the manu- 
failures, to the arfenals, to the palaces, to the camps. 
After being thus fcafted for fix months, I wonder if, 
on returning home, they conceived that th^y knew 
France. If fuch was their opinion, they were in an 
error ; for they faw only the brilliant part, the fur- 
face ; and it is not by the furface that one can judge 
of the force of a nation. The ambafliador fliould de- 
icend from hi^ dignity, travel in a common carriage 
\yith#ot his attendants, go into the ftables to fee the 
horfes, into the barns to fee the grain and other pro- 
dudions of the country. It is thus that Mr. Jeffer- 
fon travelled in France and Italy; he had but one 
fervant with him ; he faw every thing wjth his own 
eyes. I believe that few voyages have been made 
with fo much judgment ^d utility, as thofe of that 
philofopher. But his modefty conceals his obferva- 
lioos from the public eye. 

People dlfguife every thing, to deceive men in 

place. A prince goes to an hofpital ; he taftes the 

Ibup and the meat. Docs any one fuppofe that the 

fuperintendant was fool enough not to have given or- 

.tiers to the cook that day ? 

C 3 True 
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True obfcrvation is that of every day. A trayellcr, 
before fetting out, ought to know frd!n books and 
men the country he goes to vifit. 

He will have fomc data ; he will confront what he 
fees^ with what he has heard* 

He ought to have a plan of obfervation ; if hj 
wiQies that nothing Ihould cfcape him, he (hould ac- 
cuftom himfelf to feize objefts rapidly, and to write, 
every night, what he has feen in the day. 

The choice of perfons to confult, and to rely uponj 
is diiEcult. 

The inhabitants of a country have generally a prcr 
dileftion in favour of it, and ftrangers have prejuftice? 
againft it. In America I found this prejudice in al- 
moft every flranger. The American revolution con- 
founds them* They cannot familiarize the idea of a 
king-people znA an eUBive chiefs who (hakes hands with 
a labourer, who has no guards at his gate, who walks 
on foot, &c. The foreign confuls are thofe who 
decry, witbthe moft virulence, the American confti- 
tution ; and, I fay it with grief, I faw much of this 
virulence among fome of ours. According to them, 
the United States, when I landed in America, were juft 
falling to ruin. They had no government left, the 
conftitution was deteftable ; there was no confidence 
to be placed in the Americans, the public debt would 

never 
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siever be j)ald; and xbere was jqq faith^ jqo judicc 
^unong .tbem. 

Being a friend of liberty, ihefe calilninies againft 
the American government were revolting to me: I 
combated them with reafoning. My advcrfaries, who 
objeded to me then their long abode tbere^ and the 
•fliortnefs of mine^ ought to be convinced by this time ' 
that the telefcope of reafon is rather better than thp 
microfcop^ of office. They have, in general, fonw 
abilities and fome information ; but tliey have gene- 
rally been educated in the inferior places in iheFrench 
adminiftration, and they have well imbibed its preju* 
dices. A republic is a mon(b*ous thing in their light ; 
a niinifter is an idol that they adore; the people, ia 
their view, is a herd that muft be governed with ri- 
gour. A man who lives upon the rapines of defpo- 
tifm, is always a b^d judge of a free country ; they 
feel that they (hould be nothing in fuch a ftate ; and 
.a man does not like to fall into nothing*. 

I met in our French travellers the fame prejudices 

* Judge, .by the following inflauce, with what infolence the 
agents of defpotifm treat the chiefs of refpedable republics.-^ 
heard M. de Mouflier boafting, that he told the prefident of con- 
^refs, at his own houfe, that he was hut sl tavem-hefier ; and the 
Americans had the complaifance not to demand his j-ecall ! What 
4iorror muft this man have for our revolution ! He declared him- 
felf the enemy of it when he was in America, and expreiTed himfelf 
with violence againft its leaders. Thefe fafts are public; I de- 
iiounced them to M. Montmorin, who neverthelefs^ to recompenfe 
him for his ami revolution manoeu vres, fent him ambaflador tQ 

3erlin« 

C 4 as 
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as in the confuls. . The greater part of Frenchmen 
who travel or emigrate, have little information, and 
are not prepared to the art of obfervation. Prefump- 
tuous to excefs, and admirers of their own cuftoms 
«nd manners, they ridicule thofe of other nations. Ri- 
dieule give$ them a double pleafure; it feeds their 
own pride, and humbles others. At Philadelphia, 
•for inftance, the mea are grave, the women ferio'js, 
no finical airs, no libertine wives, no coffee- houfes, 
no agreeable walks. My Frenchman finds every 
thing dctcftable at Philadelphia; becaufe he could not 
firut upon a boulevard, babble in a cofFee-houfe, nor 
deduce a pretty woman by hh important airs and his 
fine curls. He was almoflr offended that they did not 
admire him ; that they did not fpeak French. 

He was greatly troubled that he could fpeak 
American with the fame facility; he loft fo much in 
not being able to Ihqw his wit. 

If, then, a perfon of this caft attempts to defcribe 
the Americans, he fliews his own charadter, but not 
theirs, A people grave, ferious, and refle<S:ing, can- 
not be judged of and appreciated, but by a perfon of 
a like charader. 

Jt is to be hoped th^t %ho revolution will change 
the charader of the French. If they ameliorate their 
morals, and augment their information, they will go 
far; for it is the property of rcafon and enlightened 
Jiberty to perfcd: themfclyes without ceafing, to fub- 

ftitute 



fticute trutb to error, and principle to prejudice. 
They will then infcnfibly lay aiide their political pre- 
judices, which tarni(h flill the glorious conftitution 
which they have founded. They will imitate the 
Americans as far as local and phyfical circumftances 
will permit; — they will imitate them, and they will 
be the happier for it ; for general happinefs does not 
confift with abfurdities and contradidions ; it cannot 
arife from the igomplication, nor from the ihock of 
powers. There is but one real power in government, 
and it is in referring it back to its fource as often as 
polSbje, that it is to be rendered beneficent ; it becomes 
dangerous in proportion as it is didant from its 
fource : in one word, the lefs oEUve and powerful the 
government J the more aBive, porwerfuly and happy is the 
fociety. This is the phenomenon demonftrated in the 
prefent Hiftory of the United States. 

Thefe Travels give the proof of the fecond part of 
this political axiom ; they prove the adivity, the 
power, the happinefs of the Americans ; that they arc 
deftinpd tQ be the firft people on earth, without being 
tbe terror of others. 

To what great chain are attached thefe glorious 

dcftinies ? To three principles : i. All power is 

cledive in America. 2. The legiflative is frequently 

changed. 3. The executive has, moreover, but little 

force*. 

It 

• This laft point merits fome attention, in the prefent circum- 
flaijces of France. The prefidcnt of the United States is elcfled 

'like 
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It will be cafy for mc one day to deduce from thef/ 
three principles, all the happy ^ffcAs which I have 
obferved la America. At prcfcnt I content my- 

fetf 

like all other prefidents and governors of States. A man cannot 
conceive, in that country, that thi/i/om and capacity are bertditary. 
The Americans, (who (hake their heads at this £urot>eaa folly)» 
from £xteen years experience, have found none of thofe troubleSy at 
the dme of deding a pre&dent, as were apprahended by ignorant 
people in Europe. The fame tranquillity ricigns in this eledlion as 
in that of the (imple reprefentatives. Men who <:annot anfwer to 
arguments, raife phantoms, in order to have fomething to combat ; 
' they attend not to the effefis of the progrefs of reafon, and t&e m- 
[fiin^ of analogy which the people pofTefs. The moment they arc 
nccuftomed to the ele£kioo of the rqprdfisntative body, all other 
cleflions aie eafy to them* It is the fame reafon among men in- 
^-ufted, and the fame inftind of analogy among thofe not indrudl- 
ed, which infpires an eternal diilruft of the executive power, in 
countries where the chiefs are hereditary, and not eledtive. The 
moment that we decreed the monarchy hereditary, we decreed an 
eternal diftruft in the people of the executive power. It would be, 
indeed, againil nature, that they (hould have confidence in individo- 
ols, who pretend to a fupernatural fuperiority, and who really have 
i)iie in iix(X, being independent of the people. There cannot exift 
an open confidence, but in governments where the executive power 
ih elective, becaufe the governing is dependent on the governed. 

Ncw^ as corEdencc is impoflible under an hereditary monarchy, 
916 it refults neceflacily from a government eledlive in all its mem- 
bers, we may explain, — whence the eternal quarrels between the 
people and the government, in the £r{l cafe, — whence the frequent 
recurrence to force, — whence treafons ^nd minifterial delinquencies 
go unpuniflicd, — whence liberty is violated, — and whence nations, 
thus governed, enjoy but a fiftttious and partial profperity, often 
Gained with blood ; while, in the other cafe, where the people, by 
•elt^Uons^ hold in check the members of the government, there ex-' 

ills 
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fclf with defcribing their efFeds, bccaufe I wifti to 
leave to my Readers the pleafure of recurring to the 
caufes, and then of defccnding from thofe caufes, and 
making the application to France. I have not even 
told all the fafits ; I had fo little time both to detail 
tht fafts, and draw the confequences. I am aftonifh- 
ed to have been able to finilh a work fo voluminous, 
in the midfl: of fo many various occupations which 
continually furround me; charged alone with compil- 
ing and publiftiing a daily paper, undertaken with the 
fole defire of eftabliQiing, in the public opinion, this 
powerful inftrument df revolutions ; a paper in which • 
the defence of good principles, the watching over a* 
thoufand enemies, and repuliing perpetual attacks, 
pccupy my attention without ceafing. Much of my 
(ime is likewife taken up by my {j|plitical and civil 
funftions; by many particular pamphlets; by the 
peceffity of affifting at clubs, where truths arc pre- 
pared for the public eye ; by the duty which I have 
prefcribed to myfelf, to defend the men of colour and 
the blacks. 

ids an unity of interefts^ which t>roduces a profpeiity, real, general, 
and pacific. / 

The prefident of the United States can make no treaty, fend no 
ambaiTador, nominace to no place, without the advice of the fenate. 
This fenate is cledive ; the prefident is refponiible ; he may be ac- 
cufed, profecuted, fufpended, condemned ; the public good fuffers 
nothing from this refponfibiiity ; the places of prefident and minif- 
ters are not vacant on that account; but they are filled by men of 
acknowledged merit ; for the people, who eledl, do not, like chance, 
take fools for governors ; nor do they, like kings, make minifters 
of knavei and petty tyrants. 

8 I mention 
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I mention thefc fafts to my Readers, to prov^ 
to them that I. have ftill fome right to their indul- 
gence. I merit it, likewife, for the motive which 
directs me. ConJtUurn futuri ex praterito venit : Great 
profpefts are opening before us. Let us haften, then, 
fo make known that people whofe happy experience 
ought to be our guide. 

Paris, April 21, I79i» 
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LETTER I. 
From M. CLAVIERE'to M. BRISSOT de WARVILLE, 



PLAN OF OBSERVATIONS 

ON THE POLITICAL, CIVIL, AND MILITARY 
STATE OF THE FREE AMERICANS; THEIR 
LEGISLATION, &C. 

May i8, 1788. 
^TpHE voyage that you arc going to undertake, 
my dear friend, will doubtlefs form the 
moft interefting period of your contemplative 
life. You are going to tranfport yourfelf into a 
part of the globe, where a perfon may, with the 
leaft obftruftion, bring into view the moft ftrik- 
ing and intereftins: fcenes that belong to huma- 

o o o 

nity. It is with a little courage, much patience, 
a continual diffidence of his own habits of mind 
and manners, a total oblivion of his moft che- 
rifhcd opinions, and of hinjfelf, and with a de- 
termination to be cautious and flow ip judging, 

that 
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that he may conclude, what is the fituatioil 
where man, the child of the earth, may aflcmblc 
the greateft fum, and the longeft duration of 
public and private happinefs. 

In a few years, and without great dangers, 
you may contemplate the mod varied fcenes; 
you may pafs in America, from a foil the beft 
cultivated, and grown old with an adlive popu- 
lation, into the dcferts, where the hand of man 
has modified nothing, where time, vegetation, 
and the dead mafs of matter, feem to have fur- 
nifhed the expencc of the theatre. 

Between thefe extremes, you will find inter- 
mediate ftages of improvement ; and it is, doubt- 
lefs, in contemplating thefe, that reafon and fen- 
fibility will find the happieft fituation in life. 

The prefent f^ate of independent America 
will, perhaps, give us a glance at the higheft 
perfeftion of human life that we are permitted 
to hope for ; but who, in judging of it, can fe- 
parate himfelf from his age, from his tempera- 
ment, from his education, from the impreffion 
of certain circumftances ? Who can filence his 
imagination, and govern the fenfations which 
excite it ? I hope, my friend, that you may have 
this power ; and you ought to negleft nothing 
to acquire it, if you wifh to anfwer the end of 
your travels* You wiih to enlighten mankind, 

to 



tTNITED STATES OF AMERICA. ^t 

to fmooth the way to their happinefs ; for this 
rcafon, you dught to be more oii your guard thaa 
any one, not to deceive yourfelf by appearances*. 
When, therefore, you (ball form your opinion 
on the fpot of thofe celebrated American confti- 
tutions, do not exaggerate too much either the 
vices of Europe, to which you compare thcm^ 
or the virtues of America, which you bring into 
the contraft. Make it a principal objeft to de- 
termine whether it may not be faid, in rea/hv 
tblngs are here as I hey are with us ; the difference 
is fo finally that it is not worth the change* This 
is a proper method to guard againft error. It is 
Well, at tie fame time, to form a juft idea of the 
difficulty of change ; this (hould be always prc- 
fent to the mind. Voltaire fays. 

La patrie eft aux lieux ou Tame eft enchain^e* 

You wifh to contemplate the efFefts of liberty 
on the progrefs of men, of fociety, and of go- 
vernment* May you, in this examination, never 
lofe fight of impartiality and cool circumfpec* 
tion, that your friends may not b€ expofed cither 
to incredulity, or to deception. 

I do not imagine that you can find in America: 
new motive^ to engage every European to the 
love of liberty. What wfe will mod: thank you 
for is, to defcribe to us what America in fa£t is; 
and what^ in opioicHi^ ihe may be,, in a .giveft 

time. 
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time, making a reafonable allowance for thoCo 
accidents which trouble the repofe of life. 

Men always difpute ; they are every where 
formed of the fame materials, and fubjed to the 
fame paffions ; but the matters on which they 
difpute are, in a given country, more or lefs 
fitted to difturb the general harmony and indi- 
vidual happinefs. Thus a ftate of univerfal tole- 
ration renders harmlefs the diveriity of opinion in 
religious matters. 

In proportion as political inftitutions fubmit 
the ruling power to well-defined forms, at the 
fame time that they have the public opinion in 
their favour, political diffenfions are lefs danger- 
ou3» This, my friend, is the point of view un- 
der which the political ftate of America ought to 
be known to us. Let us know, above all, what 
we have to expeft, for the prefent and future, 
from that variety which diftinguilhes fo con- 
iiderably fome ftates from others, and whether 
Ibmc great inconvenience will not refult from 
it ; whether the federal tranquiUity will ever be 
fhaken by it ; whether this variety will corrupt 
the juftice of fome ftates towards others in their 
ordinary commerce, and in thofe cafes where the 
confederation is the judge ; whether fome ftates 
will not give themfelves commotions and agita- 
tions,, for the fake of forming their governments 

fimilar. 
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^milar, or diffimilar, to that of fotrie others ; 
whether ftate jealoufies do hot already exift, oc- 
cafioned by thefe varieties. Such jealoufies great- 
ly injure the Swifs cantons ; they have ruined 
Holland, and will prevent its rcftoration. If 
thefe jealoufies are unknown to the Americans^ 
and will never arife there, explain to us this 
phenomenon, why it cJcifts, and why it will 
continue ; for you know, that from what you 
May obferve to us oh this fingle point, your 
friends may be induced cfther to ftay where they 
are, or to give the preference to one ftate in tht 
union over another. 

There is one advantage in America which 
Europe does not offer ; a man may fettle himfelf 
in the defert, and be fafe from political commo- 
tions. But is there no danger in this ? Endea* 
vour to explain to us the ftate of the favages on 
that great continent, the moft certain account of 
their numbers, their manners, the caufes, more 
or lefs^ inevitable, of wars with them. This 
part of your accounts will not be the leaft inte- 
rcfting. Forget not to give us, as far as you 
have opportunity, aH that can be known relative 
to the ancient ftate of America. 

Obferve what are the remains of the military 
ifpirit among the Americans; what are* their 
prejudices in this refpeft; are there men among 

Vol. I. D them 
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them who wifli to fee themfelves at the head of 
armies ? Do they enlift any foldiers ? Can you 
perceive any germe, which, united to the fpirit 
of idlenefs, would make the profeffion of a foldier 
preferable to that of a cultivator, or an artizan ? 
for it is this wretched fituation of things in other 
countries, which furniflies the means of great 
armies. Iitform us about thoit Cincinnati^ a body 
truly diftreffing to the political philofopher. 

Solomon fays, there is nothing new under the 
fun. This may be true ; but are we yet ac- 
quainted with all political revolutions, in order 
to make the circle complete ? Hiftory furniflies 
the picture of no revolution like that of the 
United States, nor any arrangements fimilar to 
theirs. Thus you may look into futurity, and 
fee what perfeverances or changes may contra- 
dift the philofophy of hiftory. 

You ought, likewife, to forefee whether fo- 
reign wars are to be expefted ; whether the 
Europeans are right in faying, that the United 
States will one day wifli to be conquerors. - I do 
not believe it ; I believe rather that their revo- 
lution will be contagious, efpecially if their fe- 
deral fyftem fliall maintain union and peace in 
all parts of the confederation. This is the 
mafter-point of the revolution ; it ought tp en- 
gage the whde force of your meditations* 

Tell 
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Tell us, finally, if the rage of law-making has 
pafled the feas with the colonifts of the United 
States. You will doubtlcfs find tli^re many 
•minds flruck with the diforders refulting from 
war atid independence ; others, who preferve a 
lively image of the great liberty which each in- 
dividual ought to enjoy ; the firft will be fright- 
ened at the leaft difturbance, aniwifli to fee a 
law or a ftatute applied to every trivial thing ; 
the others think that laws can never be too few. 
What is the prevailing opinion there on this fub- 
jedl ? When we confider what oharms and what 
utility muft be found in the private occupations 
of men in that country, we (hould think that 
the commonwealth would remain a long time 
without intermingling with them. But we are 
aflured that lawyers abound there, and enjoy a 
dangerous influence ; that the civil legiflation is 
there, as in England, an abundant fource of law- 
fuits and of diftrefs. Enlighten us on this 
fubjeft. We have often obfervedj that civil le* 
giflation has corrupted the beft political inftitu- 
tions ; it is often a crime againft fociety. 

Internal police, every where in Europe, is 
founded on the opinion, that man is depraved, 
turbulent, and wicked; and the timidity that 
wealth infpires, difpofes the rich to regard the 
poor as capable only of being reft rained by fetters. 
Is this European truth a truth in America? 

Dt. LETTER 
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LETTER II. 

ON THE SOIL, PRODUCTIONS, CULTIVATION, 

&c. 

May 20, 1788. 

A FTER having inftru^fled us on all political 
fubjefts, and principally thofe on which de- 
pend internal and external peace^ and the fecu- 
rity of individuals, you will have to contemplate 
the foil of America as relative Ip human induf- 
try, which, in its turn, influences prodigioufly 
the different modes of living. 

It feems, in this refpcd, that all the great di- 
vifions of the earth Ihould refemble each other. 
It is poflible, however, that America offers, in 
the fame fpacc, more aliments to in'duftry, more 
data^ than can be found in Europe. Fix our 
ideas upon thofe invitations that nature has traced 
on the foil of America, in addreffing herfelf 
to the human underftanding. To particularize 
minutely what the maps only give us in grofs, 
will be more worthy your attention, than the 
details which intereft the painter, the poet, or 
the lover of an Englifh garden. 

We have undertaken to advife the Americans 
^o be cultivators, and to leave to the Europeans 
thofe manufadlurcs which agree not with a 

country 
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country life. You will be curious to difcover 
their difpofition in this refped. It ought to de- 
pend much on the facility of communication ; 
and if, as it appears, independent America, in a 
little time, and with fmall cxpence, may be in- 
tcrfe£led by canals in all diredions ; if this ad- 
vantage is fo generally felt, that they will apply 
themfcJves to it at an early period, there is no 
doubt but in America human a£livity will be oc- 
cupied principally in the production of fublift- 
cnce, and of raw materials. 

It is the opinion in Europe, that confuniption 
caufes production, and that the failure of con- 
fumption difcourages labour; for this reafon 
they require cities and raanufadlures. But there 
is, in all thefe opinions, a great confufion of 
ideas, which the fpeftacle of nations, rifing un- 
der the protection of liberty, will aid you in 
clearing up. You will fee, perhaps, with evi- 
dence, that a man ceafes to fear the fuperfluity 
of fubfiftences, when he is no longer under the 
neceflity of exchanging them for money, to pay 
his taxes and his rents. Should this be his fear, 
and he has near him the means of a cheap tranf- 
port, if he may himfclf load his boat and carry 
his provifions to market, and make his traffic 
without quitting his boat, man is too fond of 
^^Ctivity to fijfFer fuperfluity to impede his induf- 

^3 try^ 
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try. Thus, to engage him to open the bofom 
of the earth, there is no need that he fliould be 
aflured beforehand what he (hall do with his 
grain, Expences are the impediments of induf- 
try ;• and you will fee, without doubt, in Ame- 
rica, a new order of things, where thefe ex- 
pences are not embarraffing ; the theory of con- 
fumption, and production, is doubtlefs very dif- 
ferent from what is fuppofed in Europe. En- 
deavour, my friend, to call to mind, that in this 
we have need of more details, comparifons, cal- 
culations, fa£ls, and proofs, than travellers ge- 
nerally bring together ; and that this part of po- 
litical oeconomy is ftill entirely new, on account 
of the embarrafltnents, abftraftions, difficulties, 
and difgufts which attend them in Europe. 

It is on the accounts that you will give us in 
this refpeft, that the opinions of your friends 
will be formed. So many mifadventures and 
mifinformations have hitherto accompanied emi- . 
grants, though virtuous, and otherwife well- 
informed, that people are intimidated from the 
attempt, though ill-fituated in Europe. You 
Jcnow what the Geneviaiis have fuffered, rather 
than to go to Ireland. 

Thus, my friend, if you wifli to inftruft thofe 
who would fly from the tyranny of Europe, 
snd who would fipd a fituation of honed induf- 

try 
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try for their children, ftudy the hiftory of emi- 
grants. Study the caufes of the difafters of tra- 
vellers ; judge of their illufions ; go to the places 
of debarkation, and learn the precautions necef- 
fary to be taken to render eafy and agreeable 
their firft arrival. 

Begin with fuch as yoii know to be in eafy 
circumflanceSy and defcending, by degrees, to 
the honeft individual, who, full of health and 
vigour, his coat on his back, and his ftafFin his. 
hand, carries with him all he poflcflcs ; mform 
each one what he ought to expert, if, after con- 
quering all his averfions, and taking all his pre- 
cautions, he determine3 to quit Europe, to go to 
tile land of liberty. 

Finally, my friend, in all that concerns pri- 
vate life, as in political relations, in the means 
of acquiring fortune, as in the honed ambition 
of fcrving the public, let your obfervations atteft 
that you have negledled no means of comparing 
the enjoyments of Europe, w\th what may be 
expeded among the free Americans. 



D4 LETTER 
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LETTER III. 

PLAN OF A COLONY TO BE ESTABLISIJED IN: 
AMERICA. 

May If, 1788, 
TXTHEN we contemplate the American Re- 
volution, the circumftances which havei 
oppofed its perfeftioq, the knowledge we are able 
to colled; for the inftitution of republics on a 
more perfe£t plan, the lands deftincd by Con- 
grefs for new States, and the multitude of hap- 
py circumftances which may facilitate their pre- 
paratives, and protedl their infancy, we arc hur- 
ried infenfibly into projefts chimerical at the 
firft fight, which become attracting by reflec- 
tion, and which we abandon, but with regret, 
on account of the difficulty of finding a fufficient 
number of perfous for their execution. 

When a traft of land is offered for fale, and 
its limits afcertained, why cannot it be prepar- 
ed, in all circumftances, for a republic, in the 
fame manner as you prepare a houfe for your 
friends ? 

Penn had already fcen the necefllty of regu- 
lating beforehand the conduit of a colony on 
the foil which they were going to inhabit. We 

have 
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jiav'c at prcfent many more advantages than he 
had, to ordain and execute the fame thing with 
more fucccfs ; and, inftead of favages, who gave 
him trouble, we (hould at prcfent be fuftained and 
protedled by the States, with which we (hould 
be conne£ted« 

I have no doubt that, having acquired the 
foil, we might eftablifli a republic, better calcu- 
lated for peace and happinefs, than any now cx- 
ifting, or that ever did exift* Hitherto they have 
been formed from chance and involuntary combi- 
nations; it has been neceflary in them all, that 
national innovations fhould be reconciled with 
abfurditics, knowledge with ignorance, good 
fenfe with prejudices, and wife inftitutions with 
barbarifms. Hence that chaos, that eternal fource 
of diftreffes, difputes, and diforders. 

If men of wifdom and information (hould or- 
ganize the plan of a fociety before it exiftcd, 
and extend their fore(ight to every circumftancc 
pf preparing proper inftitutions for the forming 
of the morals public and private, and the encou- 
ragement of induftry, ought they to be con- 
demned as having formed an Utopia ? I do not 
believe it ; it is .my opinion, even that the love 
of gain, the love of novelty, and the fpirit of 
philofophy, would lend a hand to an enterprife, 
4 which. 
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which, before the American Revolution, might 
hzvc been judged impradticable. 

Profit, therefore, of your travels in America, 
to inform yourfelf, if, among the lands to be 
fold by Congrefs, there exifts not a fituation of 
eafy accefs, where the nature of the foil is fa- 
vourable to induftry, and its other circumftanccs 
inviting to the firft fettlers. It fliould be fur- 
nifhed with eafy communications by land and 
water. 

For this purpofc, there fliould be a topogra* 
phieal map and defcription, fufficicntly minute 
and extended, to enable us to trace upon it the 
fmaller divifions. There ought to be found le- 
vels, relative to a certain point, in order to know 
beforehand the pofRbility of canals. . All other 
cbjedls of confequence ought to be noted at the 
fame time; fuch as the nature of the foil in 
every part, the kinds of timber, the quarries of 
ilone, &c. This will doubtlefs be an expenfive 
operation ; but any expences may be undertaken 
by great aflbciations, and here are motives fuffi- 
cient to encourage and reward a very expenfive 
one. 

It will be neceflary to know, on what con- 
ditions the Congrefs would treat for the ceflion 
of fuch a traft, and whether they would agree 

to 
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to take the principal part of the payment, only 
as faft as the fettlers fhould come to take pof- 
feffion of their lands. 

It would be defirable that the territory chofea 
(hould be fuch that, at the place of the firft fet- 
tleraent, it would be eafy to eftablifh conveni- 
ences for the reception of the fettlers, to provide 
them fuch neceflaries as will preferve them from 
thofc cmbarraffments and calamities which (bme- 
times throw infant fettlements into trouble, 
mifery, and defpair. 

After having acquired an exaft idea of what 
may be expedled from the nature of the foil, and 
its connexion with neighbouring places, we 
might then undertake the work of forming a 
political and civil legiflation, fuited to the new 
republic, and its local circumftances. Such 
ihould be the taik to be accompli(hed before the 
people departed from henco; that every fettlcr 
might know beforehand what laws he is to live 
under, fo that he will confent to them before- 
hand by choice. 

The previous regulations ought to be carried 
fo far, that every perfon {hould forefee where he 
was going, and what he was to do in order to 
fulfil his engagements ; whether he was a pur^- 
chafer of lands, or had enrolled bimfelf as a la- 
lx)urer. 

The 
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The lands (hould not be fold out to individu^ 
als by chance, and according to the caprice of 
each purchafer ; but a plan (hould be purfucd in 
the population, that the people might aid each 
other in their labours, and be a mutual folace 
and prote£lion by their neighbourhood. 

The public expences, thofe of religion and 
education, (hould be furnifhed by the produce of 
a portion of land referved in each diftridl for that 
purpofe. Thefe lands could be the public do- 
main ; they ought to be put in cultivation the 
firft. There ought perhaps to be a regulation 
for a regular fupply of workmen on the public 
lands, roads, and other public works. By this 
we (hould always have employment for new 
comers, and might receive all men capable of 
labour, provided their manners and charaiSler 
were fuch as to entitle them to be members of 
the new republic. 

Thefe details will be fufficient to recall to 
your mind our frequent converfations on a plan 
of this kind. If you can acquire from Congre(s 
the certainty of being able to realize it, fo far as 
it depends on them, and we have only to find 
the company here to undertake it ; I believe it 
may be eafily done in Europe. 

The company will have lands to fell; their 
price will augment in proportion as th6y come 

in 
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in vogue; the company will endeavour to render 
it an objeft of general attention, by the prepa- 
rations made for the reception of the firft fet- 
tiers, in order to avoid the difficulties incident 
to the beginning of an eftabliflhment. I doubt 
not, therefore, that this projeft will offer a fuf- 
ficient profpeft of gain, to engage people to ad- 
venture in it many millions of livres. 

The better to determine them to it, the inte- 
rcft (hould be divided into fmall (hares, and 
proper meafures taken to affure the holders of 
fliares of an adminiftration worthy of confidence, 
to prevent the abufes of truft, ^nd watch over 
the execution of their refolves, both refpefting 
their interefl:, and that of the fettlers. 

A profpedus, fufBciently detailed, fhould in- 
form the public of the nature of the entcrprifc, 
the principal objeft of which fhould be to realize 
a republic, founded on the lefTons of experience 
afid good fenfe, on the principles of fraternity 
and equality, which ought to unite mankind. 

The principal means of its execution will be, 
to have purchafed the lands fo as to be able to 
refcll them at a price fufficiently low, to en- 
courage their cultivation, and at the fame time 
with fufiicient profit to the company. For it is 
natural to obferve, that the difference between 
«he original value of lands hi their wild ftate, 

and 
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and their value when an a£live fettlennent is be- 
gun upon them, will aflurc to the firft purchaf- 
ers a prodigious profit fronn their firft advances^ 

This, however, fuppofes, as I have already 
mentioned, that, receiving a fnriall proportion of 
the purchafe-money when the purchafe is made, 
the Congrefs will confent to receive the princi- 
pal payments only in proportion as the lands may 
be refold to individuals ; without this condition, 
the enterprife would require fuch great advances 
as to difcourage the undertaking. 

Thus, the funds of the company fhould be 
compofed, i. of the firft payments to be made 
to Congrefs; 2. the expences neceflary in ac- 
quiring a topographical knowledge of the terri- 
tory, and in making its divifion ; 3, the funds 
^ neceflary for public works, and the eftablifh- 
ment for the reception of thofe who arrive, to 
enfure them againft want and difcouragement. 

Thefe three objects will doubtlefs require a 
confiderable fund; but the rifing value of the 
lands to be fold, and to be paid for only as faft as 
they are fold, will greatly indemnify the under- 
takers. Thefe are the folid arguments to be 
offered to the lovers of gain. Many other con- 
fiderations might be detailed in the profpeftus, to 
determine philofophers and friends of humanity 
to become (harers. 

This 



UNITED STATES OF AMERICA. 47 

This is enough, my friend, to recall to your 
mind more ideas than I can givQ you on the 
fubjeft. Study it ; and if at the firft view it 
looks romantic, find the means of faving it from 
that objeftion ; cbnverfe upon it with intelligent 
perfons ; find fuch as are fufficiently attached to 
great objects, to be willing to concur in them 
with zeal, when they are defigned for the aid 
and confolation of humanity. 

Age will prevent me from undertaking in 
this great work. It feems to me, that there is 
nothing like it in times pad, that it would be 
greatly ufeful to the future, and would mark the 
American revolution with one of the happicft 
ef!e£ls which it can produce. Is not this enough 
to animate the generous ambition of thofe who 
have youth, health, and courage, fo as not to be 
frightened at difficulties, or difheartened by de^ 
lays? 
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It is a pity that Pittlburg is not more popu- 
lous, or that Virginia is fcparated by deferts from 
the new ftates* 

It is ufelef% to enter into more particular de- 
tails on this matter ; you know us : I (hall only 
recommend to you an attention to the climate* 
A fine fky, temperature of Paris, no mulketoes, 
agreeable fituation, and good foil, are things in* 
difpenfable. 

The numerous obferyations which you pro- 
pofe to colleft for the inftruftion of the public, 
will inform us of many other things which I 
fhould mention here, if they did not enter into 
your general plan. In obferving cuftoms and 
taftes, forget not the article of mufic, confidered 
in its e^e61:s on the powers of the mind. The 
taile for mufic is general in Europe ; we make 
of it one of the principal objefts of education* 
Is it fo in America ? 

Finally, as we are not needy adventurers^ 
think what anfwcrs you muft give, when our 
wives, our children, and even ourfelves, (hall 
alk you what is fo be done on our arrival ia 
confiderable numbers^ in any town in America j 
for, as we cannot fend forward a mefTenger, we 
ought to provide for our dcbairkation in an uo* 
known country. 

LETTER 
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Msly 22, 1788. 

A FTER. having gpven you my thoughts oil 
general fqbje£ts, it is unneteffary to be 
inore particular on tbofc which prdmife a more, 
certain and palpable advantage to your trat^cls* 
I mean the purchafe of lands ot public fundS|. 
according as circumlhnces tnay invite. 

Three claffes of perfons may wifli to purchafe 
lands in the United States : thofe who mean to 
employ others to cultivate themj tbofe who will 
cultivate for theriifelvesj, and thofe who wifh to 
place their money in thern, with the profpccl 
that thefe lands will increafe in value^ in pro- 
portion to the piopulatiod. 

Let us leave tbfc two firft claffes to make their 
own choicci Your general obfervations, to be 
publifhed on your return, will inftruft fuch as 
wifli to rcrtiove to Americaj how to go and 
chocffe for themfelveS. 

The cafe of the Cimp\c fpeculators k different. 
Some wiih to purchafe, io fell again to a proHt 
as foon as poflible; others extend their views 
ferther, and, calculating the viciffitudes of 
Europe, find it ycry prudent to place a dead fund 

£ 2 iu 
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in lands, which, by the efFedt of neighbouring 
population, will acquire -a great value in the 
courfe of years. 

Many heads of families, provident for their 
defcendants, place dead funds in a bank, to ac- 
cumulate, in favour of their children. A great*- 
cr number would do the fame thing, if there 
were a fatisfaftory fblution of all qucftions in the 
Chapter of Accidents. Now, nothing appears 
to me better to anfwer this wife precaution,' 
than to place fuch money on the cultivated foil 
of the United States. 

The information that you will be able to give 
on this fubjeft will be very ufeful. There are 
lands, which, from their pofition, muft remain 
uncleared for a longer or fhorter period ; others 
rendered valuable by the neighbourhood of rivers 
and other important communications ; others on 
account of their timber, &c. &c. 

But, can lands be purchafed with full furety ? 
Are there any fure methods eftablifhed, to re- 
cognife territorial property, that may reft for 
fome time without vifible marks or bounds? Is 
there no rilk of finding one's property in the 
pofleflion of another, or of having purchafed 
that of another ? 

The prefent is the epoch that will decide the 
Europeans, as to their confidence in the United 

States. 
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States. I doubt not but the States in general 
will fandion the conftitutionj and from that 
time every eye ought to look upon America 
as being in the road of unfailing profperity. 
Then, without doubt, many Europeans will 
think of purchafing lands there. I know of no 
period when the fpirit of ipeculation has been fo 
general as at prefent ; no period which prefents 
a revolution like that of independent America ; 
and no foundation fo folid as that which they are 
about to eftablifh. Thus, part events prove 
nothing againft what I prefume of the difpo- 
litlons of men's minds relative to this bufinefs. 

I (hould not be aftoniflied, then, if he who 
applies himfelf to the knowledge of lands in this 
point of view, and gives (blutions to all queftions 
of caution and diffidence, fhould engage the 
Europeans to very great purchafes. 
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METHOD OF OBSERVATIONS FOR MY TRAVEL^ 
IN AMERICA*. 

May 1788. 

TiifY principal obje6l is to examine the effects of 
liberty on the character of man^ rf Society ^ 
and of government. This being the grand point 
of all my obfervations, in order to arrive at it, \ 
muft write eyery evening, in a journal, what 
has principally flruck me in the day. As my 
obfervations will refer to five or fix gr^nd divir 
fions, I (hall make a tablet for each divifioi). 
The following are the divifions : 

Federal Governments 

To colled all thofc points in which the in? 
cicnt fyftem refembles the new :— to obtain aU 
that has been written on the fubjeft; among 
other things, the Letters oiPublius : — to remark 
the inconveniences of the old fyftem, the advan- 

* I thought proper to publifli this method ; it may be ufeful 
to other travellers. The method is mine y the obfervations are 
from M. Claviere. 
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tages of the new, the objeftions made againft it, 
the general opinions on the new government. 

Obfervations of my Friend Clavierc* 

A number of little dates, whofe extent is not 
to great as to render the operations of their indi- 
vidual government too complicated, may be 
united under one general government, charged 
with maintaining internal peace, and rendering 
their union refpedable abroad. Such, without 
doubt, is the political affociation which is at- 
tended with the greateft advantages. You niuft 
then endeavour principally to find what we have 
a right to expeft from the prefent federal form 
of the United States. 

Government of each State. 

To confider the compofition of the legiflative 
body, the fenate, and executive power ; elec- 
tions; any abufes that may be in them. Cc/m- 
pare the efFeds of each legiflature, to judge 
which is the beft. 

OiJervations.-^Whzt are we to expeft from 
their diffimilarities ? In what do they confift 
principally ? They all acknowledge the fuprema- 
cy of the people ; but it is not preferved to them 
in an equal manner in all ; and where they can- 
IE; 4 not; 
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not rcfume it without a fedition, there can be lit-r 
tie certaintj" of peace. ' Peace is very doubtful, 
likewife, where the will of the people is fubjeft 
to the flow forms of inftruftion. The different 
ilate$ (hould be examined after this principle. 

Legijlation^ Civile Criminal i Police. 
\\\ examining thefe objefls, fafts only are to 
be attended to. Their comparifon with thofe qf 
other countries can be piade afterwards. 

State of the Commerce between each State ^ and 
the Savages J the Canadians^ Nova Scotia, the 
Englijh I/lands^ France, Spain, Holland, Nor^ 
them States of Europe j Mexicq^ China, India^ 
Africa. 

To remark the principal articles of exporta- 
tion and importation } the nutpber of veffels em- 
ployed ; the ftate of money ufed iti commerce. 

Obfervations.—Y(irgtt not to fix well the 
matters of exchange, efpecially with the Spanifh 
poffeffions ; for it is principally thence that their 
gold and filver muft come. Do they go by land 
to the wcftern coaft of America ? Do the free 
Americans travel among their neighbours the 
Spaniards ? 

Is their moneyrfyftcm a fimplc pnp ? Has it a 

ftandar4 
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ftandard conftant and eafy to conceive ? Is it of 
a permanent nature ; fo that, in a courfe of time, 
one may always judge of the price of things, in 
bringing them to a term of comparifon not liable 
to change ? This can only be done by having 
one integral metal, to which others relate, either 
as merchandize, or as a bill of credit referring to 
money, with regard to which it exprcfles a right, 
but not an intrinfic value. A piece of coined cop- 
per, for inftance, is a bill of credit, on a portioa 
of that metal which is adopted as the (landard of 
value ; for coined copper has by no means the in- 
trinfic value of that portion of money which it 
reprefents. 

Banks. 

Obfervattons. — Banks are an important article 

in the commonwealth ; the proportion which 

they obferve between the money they contain, 

and the bills they circulate, is their great fecrct, 

the criterion of their folidity. Thofe which 

have little or no money, and which circulate 

many bills, are in a precarious and dangerous 

condition. Read with attention in Smith, the 

Hiftory of Banks in Scotland. It is very natural 

\o be led aftray on this fubjeft, which cannot be 

^00 much fimplified, if you wiftx to examine it 

fhoroughly. 

Federal 
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Federal Revenue of each State — T'axes which they 
impofe — Manner of collcdling them—Effe& of 
thefe 'Taxes. 

Obfervations. — ^What is the prevailing fyftem 
of taxation ? Is land confidcred as the bafis of 
taxes ? In that cafe^ is it known that it is dan- 
gerous to difcourage the farmer ? Why have 
tbcy not referved a domain to the States ? 

^be Federal Debt of every State — Thofe of Indi^ 
^ viduals — Federal Expences of each State— Their 
Jiccountability. 

Obfervations. — ^The debt has been reduced ; 
and they juftify this reduftion by the enormous 
prices of provifions and (lores which have formed 
the debt. Read again the memoirs of Mr. S. 
you will fee that there was a moment when the^ 
fcale of depreciation was unjuft. 

There are curious enquiries to be made on 
this fubjeft. Why did they gain fo much be- 
fore they allowed a depreciation ? Becaufe they 
ran a rifk of another kind ; they doubted of the 
poflibility of payment, becaufe they were not 
ilire of the fuccefs of the revolution. In this 
point of view, how do they juflify the fcale of 
depreciation, efpecially towards thofe who bad 
no intereft in the revolution ? 

Money 
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Money was very fcarce ; this was a great caufc 
pf difcrcdit. It njuft have l>een diftrcfling to thofe 
who were reduced to the neceflity of borrowing: 
hence great augmentations in the prices of ar- 
ticles. In fome inflances was not the redu£tioa 
nnjuft? This, taken from firft to laft, muft be 
a very curious hiftory. It will, perhaps, teach 
us, that they have made a fraudulent bankrupt- 
Qy. But, in this cafe, there is nothing to fear 
from this conclufion ; befides, fuppofing extor* 
tion on the part of the creditors, it does not juf- 
tify a redu6lion on the part of the debtor : no- 
thing but neceflity can juftify this. The new 
Encyclopedia fays, that the diforders which 
pccaiioned the depreciation, exifted before the 
war. 

But if paper- money exifted then, that of every 
(late was not in difcredit; and yet the deprecia- 
tion has ftruck at aU paper-money without ex- 
ception. 

It is faid in the Encyclopedia, that the deprc- 
piation has not injured Arangers. Is this a fad ? 

It is very important to obtain a juft idea of the 
public expcnces neceflary to the Americans in 
futi^re ; and to penetrate, as much as poflible, 
the public opinion on this fubjeft. What do 
^ey think of loans ? They are fometimes a be- 
fjcfit J \>vX $he \vifeft governments are the moft 

careful 
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careful to avoid this refource. When they once 
begin, they know not where they can ftop» 

Public loans arc always fo much taken from 
induftry ; and the theory of reftoriug to it what 
is thus taken, is always deceitful. 

The Americans ought to hold them in aver- 
fion, from the evils which they now experience 
from them ; at leaft, unlefs they owe their liber- 
ty to them. 

State of the Country near the great T'owns — ///- 
terior Parts — Frontiers — Cultivation ; its Ex- 
fences and Produce ; clearing new hands \ what 
encourages or hinders it-^Money circulating in 
the Country— Country Manufadlures. 

Obfervations. — It is faid that the lands are un- 
cultivated near New York ; that this town is 
forroundcd with forefts, and that though fire- 
wood is cheap, they prefer coals, even at a high 
price. 

It fliould fecm, that commerce was in fuch a 
ftate at New York, that agriculture is defpifed 
there, or that they purchafe prpvifions at a lower 
price than they can raife them. If this be true, 
there are Angularities to be explained, which we 
know nothing of in Europe. 

Confider the ftate of commerce and of agri- 
culture in America, under fuch a point of view 
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as to determine why they incline to the one ra- 
ther than to the other. 

You will find, perhaps, that the origin of new 
comers determines their vocation. The Englifli 
arrive with their heads filled with commerce, 
becaufe they have fomc property ; the Scotch, 
Irifli, Germans, and others, who arrive poor, 
turn to agriculture, and are, befides, for the 
greater part,- peafants. In clearing up thefe 
fefts, you will tell i^s what a little property, the 
love of labour, united to fimplicity of manners,, 
and turned to agriculture, will produce. 

What is the true reafon of the low price of 
cultivated farms and houfes ? Doubtlefs there 
is a great excefs of produftions, compared with 
the confumptions ; in that cafe, farming renders 
little profit. 

They fpeak much of the advantages of rear- 
ing cattle. Nations have prejudices, taftes, whims, 
like individuals. What do they think of manu- 
fadures in the United States ? What is the pre- 
vailing mode of agriculture in America ? Do 
they fpeak of the great and the little culture? 

Private Morals in the Towns and in the Country. 

Ohfervations. — Do you find manners truly 
American ? or do not you rather, at every in- 
flant, find Europe at your heels ? Speak to us 

of 
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of education public and private. Do they, as ia 
Europe, facrifice the time of the youth in ufc- 
lefa and iniignificant fludiesf Make acquaint- 
ance, as far as poilible, with the minifters of re« 
UgioD. Is paternal authority more nfpt&ed 
there, than in Europe ? Does the mild oducatioa 
of Rouileau prevail among the free Americans ? 

Inequalities of Fortune. 

Forget not, under this head, the fubjedl of 
marriages, dowers, and teftaments. Ufages, in 
thefe refpc£ts, prevent or accelerate inequality. 
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LETTER I. 
From M. 0E WARVILLE. 

Havre de Grace, June 3, 1788. 

I AM at laft, my friend, arrived near the ocean, 
and in fight of the fhip that is to carry me 
from my country. I quit it without regret; 
fince the minifterial dcfpotifm which over- 
whelms it, leaves nothing to expciSl for a long 
time, but frightful ftorms, flavery, or war* 
May the woes which threaten this fine coun- 
try, fpare what I leave in it, the mofl: dear to 
my heart ! 

I fliall not defcribe the cities and countries 
which I have pafled on my way hither. My 
imagination was too full of the difirefiing fpec« 
tacle I was leaving behind; my mind was 
thronged with too many cares and fears, to be. 
able to make obfervations. Infenfible to all the 
fcenes which prefented themfelves to me, I was 
with difificulty drawn from this intelledtual par« 
raly fis, at the view of fame parts of Normandy^ 
which brought England to my mind. 

The fields of Normandy, efpecially the can- 
ton of Caux, difplay a great variety of cukure. 

3 The 
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mluins amount to one half of the original price 
of the flaves. 

I mentioned to them an eftablifhment formed 
at Sierra Leona, to cultivate fugar by free hands, 
and extend their culture and civilization in 
Africa, They anfwered me> that this fettle- 
ment would not long fubfift : that the French 
and Englilh merchants viewed it with an evil 
eye, and would employ force to deflroy their 
fifing colony*. 

Thefe merchants appeared to me to have more 
prejudice than mhumanity; and that if they 
could be told of a new commerce more advan- 
tageous, it would not be difficult to induce them 
to abandon the fale of the wretched Africans. 
Write theij, print, and be not weary in giving 
information. 

I fee in this port one of thofe packets def<* 
tined for the corrcfpondence between France and 
the United States, and afterwards employed in 
the very ufelefs and expenfive royal corrcfpond- 
ence with our I {lands ; — a fyftem adopted only 
to fisivour, at the public expence, fome of the 
creatures of the miniftry. This (hip, called 

• This infernal projeft has fucceeded, but the triumph will 
not be long ; for two focieties are formed in London, to colo- 
nise in Africa, and civilize the blacks. See, on this fubjeA, 
an excellent pamphlet, entitled, VJmiral refuti par lui mime. 
8 Marechal 
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Marechal de Caftriesy was built in America, and 
is an excellent failer. This is the beft anfwer 
to all the fables uttered at the Office of Marine 
at Verfailles, again ft the American timber, and 
the American conftruftion. 

Adieu, my friend ! the wind is fair, and we 
are on the point of embarking I am impatient j^ 
for every thing here afBifts me ; even thcTac* 
cents of patriotifm are alarming and fufpicious. 
Such is the fatal influence of arbitrary govern- 
ments : they fever all connexions, they cramp 
confidence, induce fufpicion, and, of confe- 
quence, force men of liberty and fenfibility to 
fcquefter themfelves, to be wretched, or to live 
in eternal fear. I paint to you, here, the mar- 
tyrdom which I have endured for fix months ; 
I have not feen a new face, that has not ^iven 
me fufpicion. This fituation is too violent for 
tnc — in a few hours my breaft will be at eafc, 
my foul will be quiet. What happinefs I am 
TOing to enjoy iti breathing a free air \ 
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LETTER II. 

Bofton, July 30, 1788. 
\X/ITH what joy, my good friend, did I leap 
to this (horc of liberty ! I was weary of 
the fea ; ai^d the fight of trees, of towns, and 
even of men, gives a delicious refrcfliment to 
eyes fatigued with the defert of the ocean. I 
0ew from defpotifm, and came at lad to enjoy 
the fpe£lacle of liberty, among a people, where 
pature, education, and habit had engraved the 
equality of rights, which every where elfe is 
treated as a chimera. With what pleafure did 
I contemplate this town, v(f hich firit Oiook ofF 
the Englilh yoke ! which, for a long time, re* 
iifted aU the fedadions, all the menaces, all the 
horrors of a civil war ! How I delighted to wan-« 
dcr up and down that long .ftreet, whofe fimple 
houfes of wood border the magnificent channe^ 
of Bofton, and whofe full ftores offer me all the 
produ6tions of the continent which I had quit* 
ted ! How I enjoyed the adlivity of the mer- 
chants, the artizans, and the failors ! It was not 
the noify vortex of Paris ; it was not the un- 
quiet, e^ger mien of my countrymen; it was 
the fimple, dignified air of men, who are con- 

fcious 
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fcious of liberty, and who fee in all men their 
brothers and their equals. Every thing in this 
ftrcet bears the marks of a town ftill in its in- 
fancy, but which, even in its infancy, enjoys a 
great profperity. 1 thought myfelf in that Sa- 
lentum, of which the lively pencil of Fehelott 
has left us fo charming »n image. But the prof* 
perity of this new Salentum was not the work of 
one ikiaa, of a king, or a miniftcr ; it is the fruit 
of liberty, that mother of induftry. Every 
thing is rapid, every thing great, everything 
durable with her. A royal or rainifterial prof-^ 
perity, like a king or a minifter, has only thd 
duration of a nooment. Bofton is juft rifing froih 
the dcvalbtbns of war, and its commerce is 
flourifhing ; its manufadures, produdions, arts, 
and £:bnces, ofier a number of curious and ih^ 
terefting obfervations. 

The manners of the people are not ejcaftly 
the fame as defcribed by M. de Crevecoeur. You 
no longer meet here that Pre&yterian auftcrity, 
which interdiAed all pleafures, even that of 
walking; which forbade travelling on Sunday, 
which perfecutcd men whofe opinions were dif- 
ferent from their own • The Boftonians unite 
Simplicity of morals with that French politencfs 
and delicacy of manners which render virtue 
more amiable* They are hofpitable to ftrangers, 

F 4 and 
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and obliging to friends ; they are tender huf- 
bands, fond and almod idolatrous parents, and 
kind mafters. Mufic, which their teachers for- 
merly profcribed as a diabolic art, begins to 
make part of their education. In fome houfes 
you hear the forte-piano. This art, it is true, 
is ftill ia its infancy ; but the young novices 
who exercife it, are fo gentle, fo complaifant, 
and fo raodefl:, that the proud perfection of art 
gives no pleafure equal to what they afford, 
God grant that the Boflonian women may never, 
like thofc of France, acquire the malady of per- 
fedion in this art ! It is never attained, but at 
the expcnce of the domeftic virtues. 

The young women here enjoy the liberty 
they do in England, that they did in Geneva 
when morals were there, and the republic exit- 
ed ; and they do not abufe it. Their frank and 
tender hearts have pothing to fear from the per- 
fidy of men. Examples of this perfidy are rare; 
the vows of love are believed ; and love always 
refpeds them, or (hame follows the guilty. 

The Boftonian mothers are referved; their 
air is however frank, good, and communicative. 
Entirely devoted to their Eunilies, they are oc- 
cupied in rendering their huA)ands hnppy, and 
in training their children to virtue. 

Tiie law denounces heavy penalties againfl 

adultery ; 
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adultery ; fuch as the pillory, and imprifonment. 
This law has fcarcely ever been called into exe* 
cution. It is becaufe families are happy; and 
they are pure, becaufe they are happy. 

Neatnefs without luxury, is a charaftcriftic 
feature of this purity of manners ; and this neat-* 
nefs is fcen every where at Boflon, in their 
drefs, hi their houfcs, and in their churches. 
Nothing is more charming than an infidc view 
of a church on Sunday. The good cloth coat 
covers the man ; callicoes and chintzes drefs the 
women and children, without being fpoiled by 
thofc gewgaws which whim and caprice have 
added to them among our women. Powder 
and pomatum never fully the heads of infants 
and children: I fee them with pain, however, 
on the heads of men : they invoke the art of 
the hair-drefler ; for, unhappily^ this art has zU 
ready crofled the feas, 

Xihall never call to mind, without emotion, the 
pleafure I had one day in hearing the refpeftable 
Mr. Clarke, fucceflbr to the learned Doftor 
Chauncey, the friend of mankind. His church 
is in clofe union with that of Dodior Cooper, to 
whom every good Frenchman, and every friend 
of liberty, owes a tribute of gratitude, for the 
love he bore the French,' and the zeal with 
which he defended and preached the American 

independence. 
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independence. I remarked in this auditory, the 
exterior of that eafe and contentment of which 
I have fjpdken ; that colleaed calmnefs, refulting 
from the habit of gravity, and the confcious 
prefence of the Almighty ; that religious de- 
cency, which is equally diftant from grovelling 
idolatry, and from the light and wanton airs of 
thofe Europeans who go to a church a^ to t 
theatre. 

Spedatum veniimt, veniunt (pefientitr ut ipfie. 

But, to crown my happinefs, I faw none of 
thofe livid wretches, covered with rags, vvho in 
Europe, foliciting our compaflion at the foot of 
the altar, feem to bear teftimony againft Provi- 
dence, our humanity, and the order of Ibciety. 
The difcourfe, the prayer, the worfliip, every 
thing, bore the fame fimplicity. The fcrmon 
breathed the beft morality, and it was heard 
with attention. 

The excellence of this morality charaiflerizes 
almoft all the fermons of all the feds through 
the Continent* The minifters rarely fpcak dog- 
mas: univerfal tolerance, the child of American 
independence, has banilhed the preaching of 
dogmas, which always leads to difcuffion and 
quarrels. All the fe6ls admit nothing but mo- 
rality, which is the fame in all, and the only 
preaching proper for a great fbciety of brothers. 

This 
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This tolerance is unlimited at Bofton ; atowa 
formerly witnefs of bloody perfecutions, ef- 
pecially againft the Quakers; where many of 
this fcdl paid, with their life, for their perfcvcr- 
ance in their religious opinions. Juft Heaven ! 
how is it poflible there can exift m/m believing 
fincerely in God, and yet barbarous raough to 
inflift death on a woman, the intrepid Dyer*, 

becaufe 

♦ M. de Warvillc appears to have been minnformed with 
rtfpeA to the frverity of the peifecutions againft the Quakers in 
Maflachufetls ; and particularly the circumfiances relating to 
Mrs. Dyer. This woman, I believe, is the only perfon ever 
put to death in that colony for any thing connected with reli- 
gious principles. The higheft penalties inflided by law againft 
the Quakers, or any other fe£l, on account of its religion, was 
banilhment. The Quakers then formed a (ettlement at Rhode* 
Ifland ; but feveral of them returned frequently to Maflachu- 
fetts, with fuch a zeal for making profelytes, as to difturb tho^ 
order of fociety. The difobedience of returning from bani(b« 
ment was then interdi£led by the penalty of whipping ; this not 
anfwering the purpofe, the terrors of death were added. This 
unhappy woman, infpired, it feems, with the frenzy of martyr- 
dom, came to provoke the pains of this fevers law. She raved 
in the ftreets, againft the magiftrates and the church ; went into 
religious aflfemblies, raifed loud cries to drown the voice of the 
preachers, called them the worihippers of Baal) defied the 
judges, andfaid (he would leave them no peace till diey (hould 
incur the vengeance of Heaven, and the doWn&ll of dieir own 
fc6t, by putting her to death ! 

The caufes on both parties, which led to this event, were 
doubtlefe culpable ; but, to compare the demerit of each, would 

require 
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bccaufe (he tAee^J and tiou^d men, becaufe (lie 
did not believe in the divine miflion of priefts, be- 
caufe (he would follow the Gofpel literally ? But 
let us draw the curtain over thefe fccnes of hor- 
ror ; they will never again fully this new conti- 
nenty deftined by Heaven to be the afylum of 
liberty and humanity. Every one at prefent 
Wor(hips God in his own way, at Bofton. Ana* 
baptifts, Methodifts, Quakers, and Catholics, pro- 
fefs openly their opinions; and all offices of go- 
v^rnmei]Lt| places, and emoluments^ are equally 

open 

require a refcarch equally difficult and ufelefs at the prefen^ 
day. Perfecution and contumacy are reciprocal caufes and ef- 
k£t% 9f the fame evils in fociety ; and perhaps thefe particular 
perfecuted Quakers were as differefjf jn tf^eir chara£br from 
the prefect refpeStable ordpr of Friends in America, as the firft 
Puritans of Bofton were from its prefent iohabitants. 
" The delirium about witchcraft in Maflachufetts, is fometimes 
knorantly confounded with the perfecution of the Quakers. 

TRANSLATOR, 

Af anfequence of the above notfs aff earing in the firmer edition^ 
' the editor has been favoured with the following letter^ which be 
takes the opportunity ofinferting in this place. 

To THE Translator of Brijfit do fFarvilU*s Travels, 

** HAVING, obfcrved. a note refpefiing the perfecution of 
tfie people called Quakers in Ntw-England, wherein it is afr 

fcrtcd^ 
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Open to all feds. Virtue and talents^ and not reli«- 
gious opinions^ are the tefts of public confidence. 

: The minifters of different feds live in fuch 
harnaony, that they fupply each other^s placw 
when any one is detained from his pgilpit« 

On feeing men think fo dilFerenCly on matters 
of religion, and yet poflefs fuch virtues, it may 
be coiictuded,^ that one may be very honeft, and 
believe, or opt believe, in tranfubftantiatlon, and 
the word. They have concluded that it is heft 
to tolerate each other, and that this is the wor- 
ihip moft agreeable to God. 

Before this opinion was fo general >among 
them, they had eftablifhed another : it was the 

ferted, that no other perfon fufFered deaA on a religious ac- 
count but Mary Dyer, whofe behaviour there is extremely roiT- 
reprefented, we call on the publifher to ftate this matter trulf 
(according to divers authentic accounts), finding the Tranib. 
tor had received bis information through fome v«y erroneous 
channel. 

*< U is certain that Marmaduke Stevenfon, William Robin* 
foO). and William Leddra, alfo fuffered death at Bofton^ for oo 
other caufe than their confcientious diflbit from tbe ecdefiafHoA 
cftabliAunent there«. Thefe faAs are fully ftated in Gongh'g 
Hiftory of the People called Quakers, page 391, 404, 473 to 

476. 

Wm. Fairbank, SbeffiiiJ, 

Jeremiah Wariko, Akcn^ Uanh. 

P. S. We confider the redifying of the above note 9s an 
aft of juftice due to the fociety of which we are members;*' 

ncccffitjr 
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necdlity of ];:educiDg divine wor ihip to ^e great* 
eft fimplicity, to difconned it from all its fuper^ 
ilitious ceremonies, which gave it the appear* 
ance of idolatry ; and particularly, not to give 
their priefls enormous falaries, to enable them 
(o live in luxury and idlenefs ; in a word, to re* 
fiore the evangeKcal iimplicity. They have fuc* 
ceeded. In the country, the chtlrck has a 
glebe ; in town^ the minifters live on collections 
made each Sunday in the church, and the rents 
of pews. It is an excellent practice to induce 
the minifters to be diligent in their ftudies, and 
faithful in their duty; for the preference is given 
to him whofe diieourfes pleaie the ipoft"^, and 
his falary is the moft condderable : wnile, among 
US|^ the ignorant and the learned, the debaucheo 
and the man of virtue, are always fure of theiv 

* The truth of this remark ftruck me at Bofton and elfe* 
where in the United States. Almoft all the minifters are men 
of talents, or at leaft, men of learning. With thefe precarious 
fidaries, die minifters of Bofton not only live well^ 'but they 
inrry, and rev large fsmilies of children. This fa6): confirms 
die judicious remarks of M* Claviere on the advantages of the 
pficftt manyingy eiren when their falary is.fmall. I'heir alli« 
ance would be fought after by fathers who would wifli to givd 
their daughters hufbands v:t\l inftruded, and of good morals. 
T6e Ame thing' will happen in Prance when the priefts'ihall 
be allowed to marry. They ought not then to dread maFriage^ 
ttkOUglh their falaries fhould be fmall. 

living;s. 



VNITBD Sf ATBSr 6F AMSltXCA. 7^ 

livings. It refults, likewife^ from d^^ that a 
mode of worihip will not be impofed on thofb 
who do not believenn tt. Is tt not a tjrrJDQy to 
force men to pay for the fuppoft of a iyflen 
which they abhor ? 

The Boftonians are become fo philofbpl^ical oa 
the fubjeA of religion^ that they have ktdy or« 
dained a man who was refuied by the bifliopr 
The {t€t to which he belongs have inftalkd bime: 
in their church, and given him the power to 
preach and to teach ; and he preadies, and be 
teaches, and difcovers good abilities; for thc^ 
people rarely deceive themfelves in their chcNcew 
-^This economical inftitution, which has no^ 
example btit in the primitive church, has beenh 
cenfured by thofe who believe ftill in the tra- 
dition of orders by the dired defcendants of the 
Apoftles. But the Boftonians are fo near believe 
ing that every man may be his own preacher^, 
that the apoflolic doctrine has not found very^ 
warm advocates. They will foon.be, in Ame-- 
rica, in the fituation where M. d'Alembert haa 
placed the mmiflers of Geneva. 

Since the ancient puritan aufterity has dif^ 
appeared, you are no longer iurprifcd to fee % 
game of cards introduced among thefe goodii 
PreibjTterians. When the mind is tranquil, ii^ 
the enjojrment of competence and peace,, it i% 
.5 natural 
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natural to occupy it in this way, efpecially in a 
country where there is no theatre, where men 
make it not a buiinefe to pay court to the wo- 
inen» where they read few books, and cul- 
tivate dill Icfs the fciences. This tade for cards 
IS certainly unhappy in a republican ftate. The 
habit of them contrafts the mind, prevents the 
acquifition of ufeful knowledge, leads to idlenefs 
and diflipation, and gives birth to every malig« 
nant paffion. Happily it is not very confiderable 
in Boilon : you fee here no fathers of families 
rilking their whole fortunes in it. 
. There are-many clubs at Bofton. M. Cbaftel- 
lux fpeaks of a particular club held once a week. 
I was at it feveral times, and was much pleafed 
with their politenefs to Grangers, and the know- 
kdge difplayed in their converfation. There is 
no coffee-houfe at Boflon, New York, or Phi- 
ladelphia. One houfe in each town, that they 
call by that name, ferves as an exchange. 

One of the principal pleafures of the inhabi* 
tants of thefe towns, confifts in little parties for 
the country among families and friends. The 
principal expence of the parties, efpecially after 
dinner, is tea. In this, as in their whole man* 
Ber of living, the Americans in general refemble 
the Englifli. Punch, warm and cold, before 
dinheri^ excellent beef, snd Spanifli and Bbr- 

vdeaux 
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deaux wine$^ cover their tables^ always folidly 
and abundantly fervedi Spruce beer, excellent 
cyder^ and Philadelphia porter, precede the 
wines. This porter is equal to the Englifh : the 
manu&dure of it faves a vaft tribute formerly 
paid to the Englilh induftry^ The fame may 
ibon be faid with reipeA to^cheefe. I hav« 
often found American cheefe equal to the belt 
Cheflitre of England^ or the Rocfort of France* 
This may with truth be faid of that made on a 
fiirm on Elizabeth Ifland, belonging to the re* 
ipedlablc Governor Bowdoin. 

After forcing the Engli(h to give up their 
domination, the Americans determined to rival 
them in every thing ufefuL This fpirit of emu- 
lation (hews itfelf every where; it has ereded 
at Bofton an exteniive glafs manufactory, be- 
longing to M. Breck and others. 

This fpirit of emulation has opened to the 
Boflonians fo many channels of commerce, 
which lead them to all parts of the globe* 

Nil mortalibus arduum eft j 
Audax Japeti genus. 

If thefe lines could ever apply to any people, it 
is to the free Americans. No danger, no dif- 
tance, no obflacle impedes them. What have 
they to fear? All mankind are their brethren : 
they wifli peace with all. 

Vol. I. G IZ 

<.-' ^^ '■■■' ■ \ <-f . ' ■ 
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It is this fpirit of emulation which multiplied 
and brings to perfe6tion fo many manufadoried 
of cordage in this town ; which has ereded fila-* 
tures of hemp and flax, proper to occtipy young 
people^ without fubjeftinfg them to be crowded 
together in fuch numbers as to ruin their health 
and their morals ; proper, likewife> to occupy 
that clafs of wopien -whom the long voyages of 
their feafaring huibands and other accidents re«^ 
duce to inocctipatioti. 

To this fpirit of emulation are owing the ma«* 
nufaftories of fait, nails, paper and paper-hang- 
ings, which are fhultiplied in this ftate. The 
rum diftiHcries are on the decline (incc the fup- 
preflioni of the flavc trade, in which this liquor 
was imployed^ and (ince the diminution of the 
ufe of ftrong fpirits by the country people. 

This is fortunate for the human race ; and the 
American induftfy will foon repair the fmall lofs* 
it fuftains from the decline of this fabrication of 
poifons/ 

Maffachufetts wiflies to rival, in manufac^ 
tures, Connedlicut and Pennfylvania ; fhe has^ 
like the lad, a ibciety formed for the encourage^ 
ment of manufa^ures and indufh'y. 

The greateft monuments of the induftry of 
tins fbte, are the three bridges of Charles^ Mal«* 
den, and EiTex. 
^- Bofton 
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fiofton has the glory of having given the firft 
fcollege or univcrfity to the new world. It is 
placed on an extenlive plain, four nailes frotxi 
iBofton, at a place called Cambtidge ; the origia 
t)f this ufeful inftitution was in 1636. The 
imagination could not fix on a place that could 
better unite all the conditions eilential to a feat 
of education ; fufficiently near to Bofton to en- 
joy all the advantages of a communication with 
Europe and the reft of the world, and fuffi- 
ciently diflant not to expofc the fludents to the 
contagion of licentious manners common ia 
commercial towns. 

The air of Cambridge is pure, and the cn- 
virdAs charming, offering a vaft fpace for the ex- 
crcife of the youth. 

The buildings are large, numerous, and well 
diftributed. But, as the number of the fludents 
angments every day, it will be necefTary foon to 
augment the buildings. The library, and the 
cabinet of philofophy, do honour to the inftitu- 
tion. The firfl contains 13,600 volumes* The 
heart of a Frenchman palpitates on finding the 
works of Racine, of Montefquieu, and the En- 
cyclopaedia, where, 15b years ago, arofe the 
fmoke of the favage calumet. 

The regulation of the courfe of fludieS here 

Ga w 
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is nearly the iame as that at the univerfity of 
Oxford. I think it impoffible but that the laft 
revolution mud introduce a great reform. Free 
men ought to ftrip themfclves of their preju- 
dices, and to perceive, that, above all, it is nef 
^fiary to be a man and a citizen ; and that the 
duiy of the dead languages, of a faflidious phi- 
lofophy and theology, ought to occupy few of 
the moments of a life which might be ufefuUy 
employed in fludies more advantageous to the 
great family of the human race. 

Such a change in the iludies is more probable, 
as an academy is formed at Bofton, compofed of 
refpe£(able men, who cultivate all the fciences; 
and who, difengaged from religious prejudices, 
will doubtlefs very foon point out a courfc of 
education more fliort, and more fure in forming 
good citizens and philofbphers. 

Mr. Bowdoin, prefident of this academy, is a 
man of univerfal talents. He unites with his 
profound erudition the virtues of a magiftrate, 
and the principles of a republican politician. 
His condud has never difappointed the confi-^ 
dence of his fellow- citizens; though his &n»in- 
law, Mr. Temple, has incurred their univerfal 
dcteftation, fbr the verfatility of his condud dur- 
ing the war, and his open attachment to the 

Britilh 



UNITED STATES OP AMERICA. 8jJ 

Britifli fince the peace. To recompenfe him for 
this, the Englifli have giveix him the confulate- 
general of America. 

But to return to the univerfity of Cambridge, 
iuperint ended by the refpeftable prefident Wil- 
lard. Among the aflbciates in the direftion 
of the ftudies are diftinguiftied Dr. Wigglef- 
worth and Dr. Dexter. The latter is profeflbr 
of natural philofophy, chemiftry, and medicine ; 
a man of exteniive knowledge, and great mo- 
defty. He told me, to my great fatisfadion, 
that he gave le£tures on the experiments of our 
ichool of chemiftry. The excellent work of my 
rcfpeftable mafter, Dr. Fourcroy, was in his 
hands, which taught him the rapid ftrides that 
this fcience has lately made in Europe. 

In a free country every thing ought to bear 
the ftamp of patriotifm. This patriotilhi, fo 
happiiy difplayed in the foundation, endowment, 
and encouragement of his univerfity, appears 
every year in a folemn feaft celebrated at Cam- 
bridge in honour of the Sciences. This feaft, 
which takes place once a year in all the colleges 
of America, is called the commencement : it re- 
fembles the exercifes and diftribution of prizes 
in our colleges. It is a day of joy for Bofton ; 
aimoft all its inhabitants aiTemble in Cambridge. 
The naoft diftinguifhed of the ftudents difplay 

G 3 their 
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their talents in the prefence of the public ; anS 
tbefe exercifes,' which are generally on patriotic 
fubjefts, are terminated by a feaft, where reign 
the freeft gaiety, and the moft cordial fraternity. 

It is reniarked, that in countries chiefly de- 
voted to commerce the fcicnces are not carried 
to any high degree. This remark applies to 
Bofton. The univerfity certainly contains men 
of worth and learning ; but fcience is not difFufed 
^mong the inhabitants of the town. Conimerce 
occupies all their ideas, turns all their heads, 
and abforbs all their fpeculations. Thus yoi; 
find few eftimable works, and few authors. 
The cxpence of the firft volupfic of the Memoir? 
of the Academy of this town is not yet cover-i^ 
cd ; it is two years fince it appeared. Some time 
fincc was publiflied, the Hiflx>ry of the latq 
Troubles in Maflachufetts ; it is very well writ- 
ten. The author has found much difficulty to 
indemnify himfclf for the expeqce of printing it. 
Never has the whole of the precious hiftory of 
New Hampftiire, by Belnap, appeared, for want 
of encouragement. 

Poets, for the fame reafon, muft be more rare 
than other writers. They fpeak, however, of 
an original, but lazy poet, by the name of Allen. 
His verfes arc faid to be full of warmth and 
force. They mention, particularly, a manufcript 

3 pocn^ 



UNITED STATES OF AMERICA. 87 

poem of his on the famous battle of Bunker- 
hill i but he will not print it. Pie has for his 
reputation and his naoney the careleflhefs of La 
Fontaine. 

They publlfti a magazine here, though the 
number of gazettes is very confiderable. The 
multiplicity pf gazettes proves the aftivity of 
comnnerce, and the tafte for politics and nerws ; 
the nierits and. multiplicity of literary and po-v 
I.itical maga2;ine$ are iigos of tbc culture of the 
if:iences. 

You may judge frona the^ details, that . the 
arts, except thofe that refpe<3: navigation, do not 
receive much encourageinent here, The hiftory 
of the planetarium of Mr. Pope is 4 proof of it. 
Mr. Pope is a very ingenious artift, occupied ia 
clock-making. The machine which he h^s con«* 
flru£ted, to explain the moveo^eat of the heavenly 
bodies, would aflonifh you, efpecially when you 
confider that he has received no fyccour frota 
Europe, and very little from books. Hp owes the 
whole to himfelf ; he is, like the painter Trum- 
bull, the child of nature. Ten yevs of his life 
have been occupied in perfeding this plsinetarium. 
He had opened a fubfcription to recompenfe hi^ 
trouble ; but the fubfcription was never fulL 

This difcouraged artift told me one day, that 
}ie was going to Europe to fell this machine, 
sad to conftrud others. This country, faid he, 

G4 \% 
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is too poor to encourage the arts. Thefe words, 
tits country is too poor^ ft ruck me. I reflefted, 
that if they were pronounced in Europe, they 
might lead to wrong ideas of America ; for the 
idea of poverty carries that of rags, of hunger ; 
and no country is more diftant from that fad 
condition. When riches are centered in a few 
hands, thefe have a great fuperfluity ; and this 
luperfluity may be applied to their plcafures, 
and to favour the agreeable and frivolous arts. 
When riches are equally divided in fociety 
there is very little fuperfluity, and confequently 
little means of encouraging the agreeable arts. 
But which of thefe two countries is the rich, 
and which is the poor ? According to the Eur 
ropcan ideas, and in the fenfe of Mr. Pope, it is 
the firft that is rich ; but to the eye of reafon it 
is not; for the other is th? happieft. Hence it 
refults, that the ability of giving encouragement 
to the agreeable arts is a iymptom of national 
calamity. 

Let us not blame the Boftonians ; they think 
of the ufeful, before procuring to themfelves the 
agreeable. They have no brilliant monuments ; 
but they have peat and commodious churches, 
but they have good houfes, but they have fuperb 
bridges, and excellent fhips. Their ftreets are 
well illuminated at night ; while many ancient 
cities of Europe^ containmg proud monuments 

of 
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of art, have never yet thought of preventing the 
fatal effedts of nocturnal darknefs. 

Besides the focieties for the encouragement of 
agriculture and manufadures, they have another, 
known by the name of the Humane Society. 
Their objeft is to recover drowned perfons. It 
is formed after the tnodel of the one at London, 
as that is copied from the one at Paris. They 
follo9(^ the fame methods as in Europe, and have 
rendered important fuccours. 

The Medical Society is not lefs ufeful tbaa 
the one lad mentioned. It holds a correfpond* 
ence with all the country towns ; to know the 
fymptoms of local difeafes, propofe the proper 
remedies, and give inftruAion thereupon to their 
fellow-citizens. 

Another eftablifhment is the ^Ims-houfe. It 
IS deftined to the poor, who, by age and in- 
firmity, are unable to gain their living* It con^ 
tains at prefcfnt about 150 perfons. 

Another, called the work-houfe, or houfe of 
correftion, is not fo much peopled as you might 
imagine. In a rifing country, in an adiveport, 
where proviHons are cheap, good morals predoi- 
minate, and the number of thieves and vaga- 
bonds is fmall. Thefe are vermin attached to 
mifery ; and there is no mifery here. 

The ftate of exports and imports of this in^ 
^uftrious peofrfe, to prove to you how many new 

branches 
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branches of commerce they have opened finca 
the peace, I refer to the general table of the 
commerce of the United States^ which I pro* 
pofc to lay before you. 

An employment which is^ unhappily, one of 
the moft lucrative in this ftate, is the profeffion 
of the law. They preferve ftill the expenfivc 
forms of the Englifli praftice, which good fenfe, 
ind the love of order, ought to teach them to 
fupprefs ; they render advocates neceffary : they 
have likewife borrowed from their fathers, the 
English, the habit of demanding exorbitant fees. 
But, i^otwithflanding .the abufes of law proceed* 
ings, they complain very little of the lawyers. 
Thofe with whom I have been acquainted, ap- 
pear to enjoy a great reputation for integrity ; 
fuch as Sumner, WcndeU, Lowell, Sullivan. 

They did thcipfelyes honour in the affair of 
the Tender Aft, by endeavouring to prevent it 
from being cpafted, and afterwards to diminilh 
as much as poffible its unjuft effefts. 

It is in part to theiy enlightened philanthropy, 
that is to be attributed the law of the 26th of 
March 1788, which condemns to heavy penaU 
ties all perfons who (hall import or export 
(laves, or be concerned in this infamous traffic. 

Finally, they have had a great part in the Re- 
volution, by their writings, by their difcourfes, 
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by taking the lead in the affairs of Congrefs^ 
jmd in foreign negociations. 

To recall this memorable period is to bring 
to mind one of the greateft ornaments of the 
American bar, the celebrated Adams; who, fron^ 
the humble (lation of a fchool^mafler, has raife4 
himfelf to the firft dignities ; whofe name is as 
much relpcfted in Europe as in his own coun-> 
try, for the difficult embaffies with which he 
has been charged. He has, finally, returned to. 
bis retreat, in the midft of the applaufes of his 
fellow-citizens, occupied in the cultivation of 
his farm, and forgetting what he was when he 
trampled on the pride of his king, who had put 
a price upon his head, and who was forced tp 
receive him as the ambailador of a free country. 
Such were the generals^ and amballadors of the: 
beft ages of Rome and Greece ; fuch were Epa- 
minondas, Cincinnatus, and Fabius. 

It is not poffible to fee Mr. Adams, who- 
knows fo well the American conftitutions, withr 
out fpeaking to him of that which appears to be 
taking place in France. I don*t know whether 
h6 has an ill opinion of our charader, of our 
ponftancy, or of our underdanding ; but he does 
pot believe that we cafi eftablifh a liberty, even 
pqual to what the Englifh enjoy ^; he does not 

f ybe erent has proved how qiuch he was deceived. 

,:' believe 



'9Z KEW TRAVELS IN THE 

believe even that we have the right, like the 
ancient States-General, to require that no tax 
fliould be impofed without the confent of the 
people. I had no difficulty in combating him, 
even by authorities, independent of the focial 
compad, againft which no time, no conceffions 
can prefcribe, 

Mr. Adams is not the only man diftinguiflied 
in this great revolution, who has retired to thq 
obfcure labours of a country life. General Heath 
is one of thofe worthy imitators of the Roman 
Cincinnatus; for he likes not the American 
Cincinnati: their eagle appears to him a gew- 
gaw, proper only for children. On (hewing me 
a letter from the immortal Wafhington, whom 
he loves as a father, and reveres as an aiigel-* 
this letter, {ays he, is a jewel which, in my 
eyes, furpafre9 all the eagles and all the ribbons 
in the world. It was a letter in which that 
General had felicitated him for his good condu£): 
on a certain occafion. With what joy did this 
refpeftable man (hew me all parts of his farm ! 
What happinefs he enjoys on it ! He is a true 
farmer. A glafs of cyder, which he prefented 
to me with franknefs and good humour painted 
on his countenance, appeared to me fuperior to 
the moft exquifitc wines. With this (implicity 
men are worthy of liberty, and they are fure of 
enjoying it for a long tim?. 

This 
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This (implicity charaderifes almoft all the men 
of this fiate who have afted diftinguifhed parts 
in the revolution : fuch, among others, as Samuel 
Adams, and Mr. Hancock the prefent governor* 
If ever a man was finccrely an idolater of re- 
publicanifm, it is Samuel Adams ; and never a 
man united more virtues to give refpefl to his 
opinions. He has the excefs of republican vir« 
tues, untainted probity, fimplicity, modefty*, 
and, above all, firmnefs : he will have no capitu- 
lation with abufes ; he fears as much the defpo- 
tifm of virtue and talents, as the defpotifm of 
vice, Chcrifliing the greateft love and refpedt 
for Wafliington, he voted to take from hinvthe 
command at the end of a certain term ; he re- 
collected, that Caefar could not have fucceeded 
in overturning the republic- but by prolonging 
the command of the army. The event has 
proved that the application was falfe ; but it was 
by a miracle, and the fafety of a country (hould 
never be rifked on the faith of a miracle. 

Samuel Adams is the bed fupporter of the 
party of Grovernor Hancock. You know tho 

* When I compare our legillators, with their airs of im^^ 
portance, always fearing they iball not make noife enodgh, that 
they (hall not be fufficiently praifed i when I compare them to 
thefe modeft republicans, I fear for the fuccefs of the revolution. 
The vain man can never be far from flavery. 

great 
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or very little, of the ufe of arms,could rcfift, for (b 
long a time, the itttack of thoufands of the Eng-^ 
lifli troops, fre(h, well difciplined, fucceeding each 
other in the attack. But fuch was the vigorous 
refinance of the Americans, that the EngUfh 
loft 1200 men, killed and wounded, before they 
became mafter of the place. Obferve that they 
had two frigates, which, crofling their fire on 
Charlefton, prevented the arrival of fuccour to 
the Americans. Yet it is very probable that the 
Englifh would have been forced to retire, had 
not the Americans failed in ammunition. 

While the friend of liberty is contemplating 
this fcene, and dropping a tear to the memory of 
Warren, his emotions of enthufiafm are renewed 
on viewing the exprefllve pidlure of the death 
of that warrior, painted by Mr* Trumbull, whofo 
talents may equal, one day, thofe of the moft 
£unous mafters. 

I muft finifli this long, and too long, letten 
Many objedls remain ftill to entertain you with 
in this date, fuch as the confiEitution, debts, 
taxes ^ but I refer them to the general table 
which I fhall make of them for the United 
States. The taxable heads of this ftate are up- 
wards of 100,000, acres of arable land 200,000^ 
paflurage 340,000, uncultivated 2,000,000, tons 
of ihipping at Bofton 6o,ooo« 

LETTER 
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1.ETTER IH. 

JOURNEY FROM BOSTON TO NEW- YORK, BY 
XANIX. 

9th Aug. 1788. 

'^Tp'HE diftancc of thefe towns is about two 
hundred and fifty miles. Many perfons 
have united in cftablilhing a kind of diligence, 
or public ftage, which pafles regularly for the 
convenience of travellers. In the fuoimer fea- 
fon the journey is performed in four days. 

We fet out from Bofton at four o'clock in 
the morning, and paffed through the handfbme 
town of Cambridge. The country appears well 
cultivated as far as Wefton, where we break- 
fafted ; thence we paffed to Worcefter to dinner, 
forty- eight miles from Bofton. This town is 
elegant, and well peopled: the printer, Ifaiah 
Thomas, has rendered it famous through all the 
Continent. He prints moft of the works which 
appear J and it muft be granted that his editions 
are correft. Thomas is the Didot of the United 
States. The tavern, where we had a good. 

Vol, I. V II American 
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American dinner*, is 4 charn^ing houic of wqad^ 
well ornainentcd ; it is kept by Mr. Ppafe, one 
of the proprietors of the Bofton ftage. He has 
much nierit for his adivity and induftry j but it 
is to be hoped he will change the prefept plan, 
fo far as it refpeds his horfes : tjiey arc pver- 
done with the length and dif^culty of the 
courfes, which ruins them in a (hort time, be- 
fides retarding very mych the prpgrefs. 

We flept the firft pight af Spenftr, ^ new vil- 
lage in the midft of the vvopcjs. The houfe of 
the tavern w^s but half built ; but the part that 
was finifhed, had an air of cleanliqcfs which 
pleafes, becaufe it aqnoqnces that degrep of com- 
petence, thofe moral and delicate habits, whicl> 
are never fecn in our villages. X^^ chambers 
were neat, the beds good, the.iheets clean, fup- 
per paflible ; cyder, tea, punch, and all for four- 
teen pence a-head. There were four of us. Now, 
compare, my friend, this order of things with 
what you have a thonfand time? feen in our 
French taverns — chambers dirty and hideous, 
beds infeded with bugs, thofe infeds which 
Sterne calls the rightful inhabitants of taverns,, 

, * If I fomedipes cite dianers and fuppjcrs, it is not in me*- 
mory of eating and drinking, but it is to fhow the manner of 
living in Americas and to fiate the priqes of provifions, which 
iff ^ fV^uch exaggerated by Chaftelliu^. 
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if indeed long pofTedion gives a right ; (heets 
iil-wafhed, and exhaling a fetid odour; Ud co- 
Fering, wine adulterated, and everj thing at its 
weight in gold ; greedy fervants, who arc com^ 
plaifant only in proportion to your equipage^ 
grovelluig towards a rich traveller, and infolent 
towards him whom they fulpeft of mediocrity^ 
Such are the eternal torments of travellers ia 
France : add to this, the fear of being robbed, 
the precautions neceflary to be taken every night 
to prevent it; while, in the United States, you 
travel without fear, as without arms^; and you 
Oeep quietly among the woods, in an open cham«> 
ber of a houfc whofe doors (hut without locks. 
Aod now judge which country merits the nam^ 
of civilized, and which bears (he ^fped of the 
greateft general happinefs^ 

Wc left Spenier at four o^clock in the mom« 
iiig. New carriage, new proprietor. It was a 
carriage without fprings, a kiad of waggon. A 
Frenchipan, who was with me, began, at the 
firft jolt, to curfe the carriage, the drivert and 
the country. Let us wait, laid I, a little, before 

* I travelled with a Frenchmin, who^ tiunkiiig he had 
much to fear in a lavage country, bad fiirni(hed bimii^f with 
piftols. The good American fmi)ed at his precautions, and 
advifed him to pi|t his ptftols in his trunk ; he had wit enough 
to believe him, 

Ha we 
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tnent: it is to be hoped that it will continfue^ 
for this general retail occupies lefs hands, and 
detaches fewer from the great object of agricul^ 
tufe. It IS not fuppofed that one third of tho 
had of Maflacbufefts b under cultivation : it is 
ftffieuk to fey when it will all be fo, confider- 
mg the infvitations of' the weftem country and 
thte province oi lifeine. But the uncleared land^ 
tfe aH located, and the proprietors have inclofcd 
fhem with fences of different forts^ Thefe 
feveral kinds of fences arc compofed of differ- 
ent roaterialsy which announce the different 
4egreet of ctdtufe in the country. Softie are 
compofed of the Kght bifanches of trees ;^ others, 
of the trunks of trees laid one upon the other ; 
a third fort is made of long pieces of wood, fup- 
porting each other by making angles at tliie end ;: 
a fourth kind is made of long pieces of hewn 
timber^ ftipported at tlie ends by paffing into 
holes made in an upright poff ; a fifth is like tlie 
garden feace^ in Ei^land^ the lafl kind iis made 
of ftonos thrown together to the height of thretf 
feet. This lafl is mod durable^ SMid i& common 
irf Maflachufetts. From Spcnfer to Brookfield 
is fifteen miles. The road is good as far as thir 
laft.town. A town^ you know, in the interior of 
America, defignates an exifent of dght or tei¥ 
mdes, where are fcattered a hundred or two 
hundred houfes. This divifion into towns is 

ueceflary 
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heceffary foif aflcmbling the inhabitants for elec- 
tions and other puqx^fe^. Without this divifion j 
the inhabitants might go fometimes to one. af- 
lembly, and fometimes td anotheri which would 
lead to confuiion. Befides, it would render it 
impollible to know Ihe pdpillation of any par- 
ticular Canton ; this ferves for the bafis of many 
Regulations. Nd people carry their attention ia 
this- particular fo far as the Americans. 

The fituation of Brookfield is pidurelquc* 
While breakfaft was preparing I read the ga- 
zettes and jdurnais, which are diftributed through 
all the country* Our breakfaft confifted of cof- 
fee, tea, boiled and roafted meat ; the whole for 
ten- pence, New^ England currency, for each 
traveller. From this place to Wilbrahim the 
toad is covered with rock, and bordered with 
woods. At this place, a new proprietor, and a 
hew carriage. A fmall light carriage, well fu(^ 
J)ended, and drawn by two hot fes, took place of 
bur heavy waggon. We could not conceive 
how five of us could fit in this Uttle parifian 
chariot^ and demanded another^ The conduflor 
faid he had no other; that there were fo ^^^ 
travellers in this part of the road, that he could 
liot afford to run with more than two horfes ; 
that moft of the travellers from New York flop- 
ped in Conncfticut, and moft of thofe from Bof- 

H 4 ton 
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ton at Worcefter. We were obliged to fubmif^ 
We ftarted like lightning ; and arrived, in aa 
hour and a quarter, at Springfield, ten miles* 
This road appeared really enchanting : I feemed 
the whole way to be travelling in one of the 
alleys of the palais- royal. This man was one of 
the moft lively and induftrious, at the fame time 
the moft patient, I ever met with. In my two 
journies through this place, I have heard many 
travellers, treat him with very harfh language : 
he either anfwers not at all, or anfwers by giving 
good reafons. The greater part of men of this 
profeflion, in this country, obferve the fame 
conduft in fuch cafes ; while the leaft of thefe 
injuries in Europe would have occafioned bloody 
quarrels. This fadl proves to me, that, in a 
free country, reafon extends her empire over all 
claffes of men. 

Springfield, where we dined, refembles an 
European town; that is, the houfes are placed 
near together. On a hill that overlooks this 
town, is a magazine of ammunition and arms 
belonging to'the ftate of Maflachufetts. This i^ 
the magazine that the rebel Shays endeavoured 
to take, and was fo happily defended by General 
Shepard. We fet out from Springfield, after 
dinner, for Hartford. We paffed in a ferry-boat 
the river that waflies the environs of Springfield. 

I have 
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I have paffed twice through Hartford, and 
toth times iQ; the night ; fo that I cannot give 
anexadt defcription of it. It is a confiderable 
rural town j the greater part of the inhabitants 
live by agriculture; fo that eafe and abundance 
univerfally reign in it. It is confidered as one 
of the moft agreeable in Connedticut, on account 
of its fociety. It is the refidence of one of the 
mod refpeftable men in the United States, 
Colonel Wadfwojth. He enjoys a confiderable 
fortune, which he owes entirely to his own 
labour and induftry. Perfedly verfed in agricul- 
ture and commerce ; univerfally known for the 
fervice he rendered to the American and French 
armies during the war ; generally efteemed and 
beloved for his great virtues ; he crowns all his 
qualities by an amiable and Angular modefty. 
His addrefs is frank, his countenance open^ and 
his difcourfe fimple. Thus you cannot fail to 
love him as foon as you fee him ; elpecially as 
foon as you know him. I here defcribe the im- 
preffion he made on me. 

M. de Chaftellux, in making theeulogium of 
this refpedlable American, has fallen into an er- 
ror which I ought to redlify. He fays, that he 
has made many voyages to the coaft of Guinea. 
It is incredible that this writer fliould perfift in 
printing this as a fad, after Colonel Wadfworth 

begged 
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begged him to fupprcfs it. "To advance, 
{aid he^ " that I have carfled on the Guineai 
<< tradd^ is to give th6 idea that I have carried 
«* on the flave trade ; whereas I always had thd 
•* grclateft abhorrence for this infamous traffic. 
^* I prayed M. de Ohaftellux, that in the editiori 
•* he was about to publifli in France, he Ivould 
•* fupprefs this, as well as many other flriking 
** errors which appeared in the American editiod 
^* of his work ; and I cannot conceive why he 
•* has reftified nothing.'* 

The environs of Hartford difplay a charming 
cultivated country; neat elegant houfes, vaft 
meadows cohrered with herds of cattle of an 
encurmous fise, which furnifh the market of 
New York, and even Philadelphia. You there 
fee fheep refembling ours ; but not^ like ofurs, 
watched by (hepherds, and tormented by dd^ : 
hogs of a prodigious fize, furroundfed with nu- 
merous families of pigs^ wearing on the n6ck a 
triangular piece of wodd^ invented to hindei' 
them frotA paffing the barriers which inclofe the 
cultivated fields; geefe and turkeys in abun- 
dance, as well as potatoes and all other vegeta- 
bles. Produdlions of every kind are excellent 
and cheap : the fruits, however, do not partake 
of this excellent quality, becaufe they are left 
attended to. Apples fexve for making cyder; 

and 
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4nd great quantities of them are likewife ex- 
ported. 

To defcribc the neighbourhood of Hartford, 
is to defcribe Connefticut j it is to defcribe the 
neighbourhood of Middleton, of New haven, &c. 
Nature and art have here difplayed ail theif 
treafurcs ; it is really the piaradife of the United 
States. M. de Crevecoeur, who has been fo 
much reproached with exaggeration, is even be* 
low the truth in his defcription of this part of 
the country. Read again bis charming pifture^ 
and this reading will fupply the place of what it 
would be ufelefs here to repeat. 

This flate owes all its advantages to its fitua- 
tion. It is a fertile plain, enclofed between two 
mountains, which render difficult its commuiii- 
cations by land with the other fiates^ It i^ 
wafhed by the fuperb river Connecticut, which 
falls into the fea, and farnilhes a fafe and eaiy 
navigation. Agriculture being the ba(is of the 
Hfchcs of this ftate, they are here more equally 
Avidcd. There is here more equaKty, lefs mi^ 
fery, mofe fimpHcityy more virtue, more oftvcrf 
thing which conditutes republicaniffft. 

Conncffcicut appears like one continued town. 
On quitting Hartfordy you" enter Wethcrsfield, 
a town not lefs elegant, very long, eonfifting of 
hotifes well boilt. They tell me it gave birth 

to 
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to the famous Silas Deane, one of the firft prtf- 
moters of the American revolution; from a 
fchoolmafter in this town, elevated to the rank 
of an Envoy from Congrefs to Europe : he has 
lince been accufed of betraying this glorious 
caufe. Is the accufation true, or falfe? It is 
difficult to decide. But he has been for a long 
time miferable in London : and it is in favour of 
the goodnefs of heart of -the Americans to re- 
count, that his beft friends and benefaftors are 
ftill among the ancient American Whigs. 

Wethersfield is remarkable for its vaft fields 
uniformly covered with onions; of which great 
quantities are exported to the Weft Indies. It 
is like wife remarkable for its elegant meeting- 
houfe, or church. On Sunday it is faid to offer 
an enchanting fpedtacle, by the number of young 
handfome perfons who affemble there, and by 
the agreeable mufic with which they inter- 
mingle the divine fervice. 

Newhaven yields not to Wethersfield for the 
beauty of the fair fex. At their balls during the 
winter, it is not rare to fee an hundred charming 
girls, adorned with thofe brilliant complexions 
feldom met with in journeying to the South, 
and dreffed in elegant fimplicity. The beauty 
of complexion is as ftriking in Connedicut, as 
its numerous population. • You will not go into 

a tavern 
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a tavern without meeting with neathefs, de- 
,cency,"and dignity. The tables are ferved by a 
young girlj decent and pretty ; by an amiable 
mother, whofe age has not effaced the agreeable- 
nefs of her features ; by men who have that air 
of dignity which the idea of equality infpires; 
and who ;are not ignoble and bafe, like the 
greateft part of our tavern-keepers. On the 
n»d you often meet thofe fair Conncfticut girls, 
either driving a carriage, or alone on horfe- 
back, galloping boldly ; with an elegant hat oa 
the head, a white apron, and a calico gown;— 
ufages which prove at once the early cultivation 
of their reafon, (ince they are trufted fb young 
to themfelves, the fafety of the road, and the 
general innocence of manners. You will fee 
them hazarding themfelves alone, without pro- 
teftors, in the puWic ftages — I am wrong to fay 
hazarding ; who can offend them ? They are 
here under the protection of public morals, and 
of their own innocence : it is the confcioufnefs 
of this innocence which renders them fo com- 
plalfant, and fo good ; for a flranger takes them 
by the hand, and laughs with them, and thej 
are not offended at it. 

Other proofs of the profperity of Conneflicut, 

are the number of new houfes everywhere to be 

feen, and the number of rural manufaftories 

8 arifio^ 
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arifing on every fide* of which I fhall fpeak 
hereafter. But even in this ftate there are many 
lands to fell. A principal cauie of this is the 
tafte for emigration to the weftern country* 
The defire of finding better, embitters the en- 
joyments even of the inhabitants of Conne£ticut. 
Perhaps this tafte arifes from the' hope of efcap- 
^g taxes, which, though fmall, and almoft 
pothing in comparifon with thofe of Europe, 
appear very heavy. In a country like the United 
States, every thing favours the forming of new 
iettlements. The new comers are fure ev^ry- 
)vhere pf finding friends and brothers, who fpeak 
their own lapguage, and admire their courage, 
f rovifions are cheap the whole way ; they have 
pothing to fear from the fearch of cuftom-houfe 
clcrlfLS, on entering frcMH one province to another, 
nor river-tolls, nor imports, nor vexations ; — 
man is free as jhe air he breathes. The tafte 
for emigration ^s every day augmenting, by the 
accounts in the public papers of the arrival of 
different families. Map is likp ftieep everywhere : 
he fays, Sufb an one has ftffceededj wkyjhallnot 
Ifucceed? I am nothing here^ 1 Jhall be fometbing 
on the Ohio ; J work hard here ^ I Jhallnot work 
Jb hard there. 

Before arriving at Middleton, where we were 
to brea^tfaft, we ftopped on the hill which over- 

looks 
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iooks that tQwa and the immenfe valley ox^ 
3vhich it is l}uilt. It is oi^e of the fii^eft and 
richeft profpefb that I have £ben in America. I 
coy id fatiafe aiyfelf with the variety ic^the fcene^ 
which this landfcape }aid before me. 

Middleton is built like Hartford : broad ftreets^ 
trees on the fides, aqd haqdfoaie houfes. W« 
changed horfes apd carriages at Durham; and^ 
after admiring a nijmber qf piftureiqup fftuation^ 
pa the road, we arrived at ^Jcv^haven9 where w^ 
dined. The univerfity here enjoys a gre»t re? 
put4tion through the continent j tbo port i« 
much frequented ; the fpciety is faid to be very 
agreeable. Newhayon h^ produce4 the cele* 
bratcd poet, Trumbull*, ^ijthor of the immor- 
tal poem M^Fingal^ which fiy^t if not fur* 
paiies, in keen pkalantry, the f^mou^ Hudifahis* 
Colonel Humphreys*, whpfe poem^ much ef- 
teemed in America, is t^auflated by M.deChaf^ 
tellux, is likewife a native of this town. The . 
prefident of the uf^iverfity is. Mr. Stiles, a re- 
fpedable and learned man. Wc were obliged to 
quit this charming town, to arrive in the even- 
ing at Fairfield. We pafljbd the inconvenient 
ferry at Stratford | afterwards^ ^flailed by a vio* 
lent ilormi we were >yoil ei)ougl> defended from 

* M. dc Warvillc is here mifinfonned. Mn Trumbull is 
a fiative of Waterbury, and Mr. Humphreys of Derby. 

"■•■'■ i^ 
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tains. This minifler required particuUrly^ that 
the independence of America fhould not be con^ 
fidered as the bafis of the peace ; but, fimply^. 
that it (hould be conditional. To fucceed in 
this projed it was neceiTary to gain over Jay 
and Adan)s. Mr. Jay declared to M. de Vcr- 
gennes, that he would iboner lofe his life than 
fign fucb a treaty^ that the Americans fought 
for independence ; that they would never lay. 
down their arms till it ihould be fully conie* 
crated ; that the Qourt of France had recognifed 
it, and that there would be a contradiction in 
her condu<ft if (he fhould deviate from that 
point. It Was not difficult for Mr. Jay to bring 
Mr. Adams to this determination ; and M. de 
Vergennes could never (hake his firmnefs^. 

Confider here the flrange concurrence of 
events. The American who forced the Court 
of Frarice,' and gave laws to the Englifh mi- 
nifter, was the.grandfon of a French refugee of 
tlie laft century, who fled to New Rochelle. 
Thus the defcendant of a man whom Louia XIV. 

^ The talents of Mr. Jay (hone with diftinguiihed luftre in 
the convention of the State of I^ew York for examining the 
new federal Conftitution. Mr. Clinton^ the Governor, at tlie 
head of the Antifcdcralifts, had at firft a very great' majority ;- 
but he could not refift the logt<i of Mr. Jay^ and the eloqaence* 
ofMriiiamiltpn. . . ...ij !, , \ 

-1.1 I . had 
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bad perfecuted with a foolifh rage, impofed his 
decifions on the defcendant of that fovereign, in 
his own palace; a hundred years after the banifh- 
ment of the anceilon 

Mr. Jay was equally immoveable by all the 
efforts of the Englifli minifter, whom M. de 
Vergertnes had gained to his party. He proved 
to him, that it was the intereft of the Englifli 
themfelvesy that the Americans (hould be inde- 
pendent, and not in a fituation which (hould 
render them dependent on their ally. He con- 
verted him to this fentiment ; for his reafoning 
determined the court of St. James's. When 
Mr. Jay paffed through England to return to 
America, Lord Shelbourne defired to fee him. 
Accufed by the nation of having granted too 
much to the Americans, he delired to know, in 
cafe he had pbrlifted not to accord to the Amen« 
cans the weftern territory, if they would have 
continued the war? Mr. Jay anfwered, that he* 
believed it, and that he (hould have advifed it.' 

It is thirty-one miles from Rye to New York. 
The road is good, even, and gravelly. We (lop- 
ped at one of the .bed: taverns I have feen ia 
America. It is kept by Mrs. Haviland. We 
had an excellent dinner, and cheap. To other 
circumftances very agreeable, which gave us 
good cheer at this houfe, the air of the miftre(s 

I 2 • was N 



wa^ infinitel j graceful and obliging.^ and (be had 
a ^charming daughter, genteeland wcUeducated^ 
who played vety well the forfe^piano. Before 
arriving at New York, we paffed by thofc 
places which the.Englifh ha4 fo.well fortified 
while they were .mafters oP tbenal : Ypu. ftill fed 
their different redoubts and fortifications, which 
atteft to the eye of the obfcrvcr the folly of thi» 
fratricidious war. 
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' , I* 

JOURNEY FROM BOSTON TO NEW YORK BY 
PROVIDENCE*. 

/SN the 1 2th of Oftober we fet out from 
^ Bofton, at half paft feven in the morning, 
and arrived by fix in the evening ^t Providence. 
It is forty- nine miles; the' road good, the foil 
Honey, gravelly and fandy, and, as ufual for fuch . 
a foil, covered vVith pines. The country bor- 
dering the road appears neither fertile, nor well 
peopled : you may here fee houfes in decay, and 
children covered with rags. They had, how- 

* Though this journey was made after the date of feveral of 
titif fucceeding letters, it was thought bed to infert it here, as 
an appendage to the other journey by land. 

ever, 
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cvq*. ^opd hcakh, .laud good coaiplf^don?. . The 
filence .,^hiph reign§ ja the ^ other American 
to^wps on Sunday, r§igns at Providence even, on 
Monday, Evej-y thing here announces the de- 
cline of bufinefs* . JFew veflels^are to be feen iii 
the port. . They >yere building, however, two 
4UimjS.ries ; as if the fnanufa<^ories pf this poifon 
were not already fufficiently numerous in the 
United States. Whether it be from prejudice or 
reality^ I fecmed ;j:o perceive everywhere the 
iilence of death, the efFe£t of paper-money. I 
feenjed to fee, in every face, the air of a Jew ; 
the r^fult of a traffic founded on fraud and 
fineffe. I fcemed to fee, likewife, in every 
countenance, the efFeds of the contempt whicl^ 
the other States bear to this,, and the confciouf^ 
nefs of meriting that contempt. The paper- 
money, at this time wasf at a difcpunt of ten for 
one. 

I went from Providence to Ne^yport in a 
packet-boat. This journey might be made l?y 
land ; but I preferred the water. We arrived iij 
fevei> hours and an half; and during two hours 
we had contrary winjd. This diftance is thirty 
miles. We never loft fight of land ; but it 
offers nothing pidburcfqiie or curious. ' A few 
houfes, fome trees, and a fandy foil, are all that 
'appears to the eye. ri ' * t 

13 ••• -•••■ tfc 
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The port of Newport is confidered a* oftc of 
the beft in the United States. The bottom is 
good, the harbour capable of receiving the largert 
fliips, and feems deftined by liature to be of 
great confcquence. This place was one of the 
jprincipal fcehes of the laft war. The fucceffivtf 
arrival of the American, Ehglifh, and French' 
armies, lefl here a confiderable quantity of 
money*. 

Since the peace', every thing is chaftged-fi 
The reign of folitude is only interrupted by 
groups of idle ,mien, (landing with folded arms 
at the corner of the ftreets ; houfes falling to 
ruin; miferable fhops, which prefent nothing 
but a few coarfe ftufR, or bafkets of apples, and 
other articles of little value ; grafs growing in 
the public fquare, in front of the court of 
juftice ; rags fluffed in the windows, or hung 
upon hideous >yomen and lean unquiet children. 

Every thing announces mifery, the triumph 
of ill faith, and the influence of a bad govern- 
ment. You will have a perfeft idea of it by 
calling to mind the impreflion once made upon 
us on entering the city of Litfge. RecoUeft the 

^ The Engiifli deftroyed all the fine trees of ornament and 
fruit : they took a pleafure in de vaftation. 

t This town owed a part of its profperity to the flave trade» 
which is at prefent fupprefled. 

crowd 
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crowd of mendicants beiieging us at every Aep^ 
to implore charity ; that irregular mafs of Gfothic 
houie& falling to rdin, windows without glafs^ 
roofs half uncovered; recall to your mind thcv 
figures of men fcarcely bearing the print of hu-^ 
manity, children in tatters, and boufes hung 
with rags; in ihort,* reprefent to yourfelf the 
afylum of famine, the rafcality and the impu^' 
dence lihat general mifery infpires, and yon will 
recoiled JLiege, and have an image of Newport. ^ 

Thefe two places are neverthelefs.well Citn^ 
ated for commerce, and furrouaded. by lands h$ 
no means unfruitful ; but at Liege the product 
tions of the country ferve to fatten about fifty 
idle ecclefiafticS) who, by the aid of ancient re« 
ligious prejudices, riot in pleafure, in the midft 
of thoufands of unhappy wretches who are dying 
with hunger. At Newport, the people, de^ ; 
ceived by two or three knaves, have brought oa 
their own mifery, and deflroyed the ble(Iing$ 
which Nature had laviOied upon them. They 
have themfelves fandlified fraud ; and this ad 
has rendered them odious to their. neighbours, 
driven commerce from their doors, and labaur 
from their fields. 

Read again, my friend, the charming defcrip- 
tion given of this town, and this State, by M. 
dc Crevecoeur. It is not exaggerated. Every 

1 4 American 
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American whom I have qucftioned od thb 
fubjefby has deforibed to. me. its ancient fpleiv* 
dour, and its natural advanlagci, whether, foi^ 
commerce, agriculture^ . or the en)oyiiiehts of 
life. ^■■, ■ ' J '^ - ■.^- ■■■ . i — . 

The^StaCe of Rhode<i*Jfland .will never again 
ieethofe happy :4iays ^itl they take from rcircu*^ 
ktipn- thedr papcr^moncy,; and reform their igo^ 
vernmeiit.. The magiftrates (hould be lefs de- 
pendent on the , people than they are at preient^ 
and tbe-menhl^er&of thelegiflature (hould not be 
fy ofteii ^eded. It is . inconceivable that fo 
many l\oneft people (hould groan under the pre*t 
ibnt ainarcby ; that fo many^Quakers, Who oun-^ 
pofe the bafis of the population of this 5tate, 
ftouid n6t combine together to introduce this 
reform *.--Jf this reform is not fpeedily exe- 
cuted, I dofubt not but the ftate.will be un- 
peopled. A great part of the emigration for the 
fettlement at Mufkingum on the Ohio, is from 
this State. General Varnum is at their head. 
A number of families are preparing to join them. 
Nearly all the honefl people of Newport would 
quit the place^ if they could fell their effeds. I 

^ The author is happy to find, that before the. publication 
of diis letter, this State has acceded to the new federal govern- 
ment. This h& proves, that good principles will predominate 
at laft, and particular abuies will difappear. 

doubt 
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dbutSt^ot, likewife, but the eicample of Rhode* 
Iflaud will be a proof in the eyes of many people^ 
that republican government is difaftrous. This 
would be a wrong conclufion :-^this example t 

only proves^ that there fhould not be a too 4 

frequent rotation in the legiflative power, and 
that there ought to be a ftabiUty in the exe- 
cutive ; that there is as much danger in placing 
the aiagiftrates in a ftate of too great dependence 
on the people,' as there is in making them too 
independent. It argues, in h&j againft a ^rs 
iknwracy, but not againfl: a reprefentative de^ 
mocracy ; for a reprefentation of fix months it 
but a government by the people themfelves; 
Reprefentation, in this cafe, is but a fhadow^ 
which pafles too fuddcnly to be perceived, or to 
feel its own exiftence. Of confequcnce, this 
example proves nothing againft the wife {y^tnk 
of reprefentation, more durable, more independ- 
ent, and which conftitules the true republican 
government, fuch as that of the other United 
States. But in the midft of thcfe diforders, you 
hear nothing of robberies, of murders, or of 
mendicity ; for the American poor does not de- 
grade himfelf fo far as to abjure all ideas of 
equity and allihame. And this is a trait which 
ilill marks a. difference between Newport and 
Liege ; the Rhode* lilander does not beg, and he 
5 does 
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does not fteal-^the ancient American bloodlftill 
runs in his veins* 

I was detained at Newport by the fouth-w^eft 
winds till the ijth^ when we feC &il at mid* 
night ; the captain not wiihing to fail fooner,* 
for fear of touching before day on Biock*Ifland^ 
The wind and tide carried us at the > rate of nine 
or ten miles an hour ; and we (hould have arrived 
tt New-York the next evening, but we wercf 
detained at Hell*Gate, a kind of gulph, eight 
.miles from JMew-York. This is a. narrow paf- 
fage, formed by the approach of Long-Ifland to 
York-Ifland, and rendered hordble by rocks» 
concealed at high waten The whirlpool of this 
gulpb is little perceived at low water ; but it is 
not furprifing that vefiels which know it^nqt 
ihould be da(hed in pieces. They fpeak of an 
Englifli frigate loft there the laft war. This 
Hell-Gate is an obftacle to the navigation of this 
ilrait ; but it is not rare in furomer to run from 
Newport to New- York, two hundred miles, in 
twenty hours. As you approach this city, the 
coafts of thefe two iflands prefent the moft agree- 
able fpedaclc. They are adorned with elegant 
country-houfes. Long-Ifland is celebrated for 
its high ftate of cultivation. The price of paf- 
fage and your table from Providence to New- 
York is fix dollars. 

I ought 



VNITED STATES OF AMBItICA« I2J 

I ought to fay one word of the packet*boat8 
of this part of America, and of the facilities 
which they ofl^. Though, ai my opinion, it 
is more advantageous, and often lefs expenfive^ 
to go by land ; yet I owe fome praifes to the 
cleanlinefs and good order obfervable in thefe 
boats. The one which I was in contained four* 
teen beds, ranged in two rows, one above the 
other; every one had its little window. The 
chamber was well aired; fb that you do not 
breathe that naufeous air which infeds the pack* 
ets of the £ngli(h channel. It was well var- 
nifhed ; and two clofe comers were made in the 
poop, which fcrye as private places. The pro* 
vifions were good. There is not a little towa 
on all this coaft, but what has this kind of pack* 
ets going to New* York : fuch as Newhaven^ 
New-London, &c. They have all the fame 
neatnefs, the fame embellifhment, the fame con* 
venience for travellers. You may be afluredt 
that there is nothing like it on the old con* 
tinent* 
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tions. Navigable for more than two hundred 
miles from the ocean, it communicates with the* 
river Mohawk, with the lakes Oneida, Ontario, 
Erie, and all that part of Canada. The falls 
which are found in this route may be e^dly van* 
<{tii(hed by canals, fo eafy to conftrusa in a coun-p 
try abounding with men and money. This 
river communicates with Canada in another 
quarter, by the lakes George and Champlaine. 
It is this (ituation which will render New York 
the channel of the fur-trade, at leaft during the 
cxiftence of this kind of comimerce, which fup- 
pofes the exigence of favages, and great quanti- 
ties of uncultivated lands. 

By the Eaft River, New York communicates 
with Long-Ifland, and with all the Eaftem 
States. Ships of the line anchor likewife in this 
river, and near the quay, where they arc fliel- 
tcred from the ftorms which fometimes ravage 
thefe coads. This happy fituation of New 
York will explain to you the caufes why the 
Englifli give it the preference over the other 
parts of America. Being the great market for 
Connefticut and New Jerfey, it pours in upon 
thofe States the produftions of the Eiaft Indies, 
and of Europe. It is difficult to obtain an ac- 
count of the exportations and importations of 
d^is State. Colonel Lamb, who is at the head 

of 
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of the cuftoni'^faoure, envelopes all his operatiootf 
in the moft profound myfteiys it i$ an efFe€k«of 
the Dutch fpirit which ftill governs this city. 
The Dutchman conceals his gains and his com- 
merce ; . he lives but for himfelf. I have beea 
able, however, to procure fome details, which 
you will find in the general table of the com- 
merce of the United States. The Englilh have 
a great predileftion for this city, and for its pro« 
dudions ; thus its port is always covered with 
Englifli (hips. They prefer even its wheat ; fo 
that the American merchants bring wheat from 
Virginia, and fell it for that of. New York. 
. The prefencc pf Congrefs, with the diplo« 
matic body, and the concourfe of flrangers, 
contributes much to extend here the ravages of 
luxury. The inhabitants are far from complain- 
ing at it ; they prefer the fplendour of wealth, 
and the (how of enjoyment, to the limpUcity of 
manners, and the pure pleafures refulting from: 
it. The ufage of fmoking has not dilappeared* 
in this town, with the other cuftoms of their 
fathers, the Dutch. They fmoke cigars^ whiqh 
come from the Spani(h iflands. They are leaves 
of tobacco, rolled in form of a tube, o£ fix inches 
long, which are fmpked withput tbi'aid.of any 
inftrument . This : uf^ge is -, rexdbting 16 the ' 
French. It may appear diOkgrfi^aU^lO^e 9ijo^. 

men. 
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irieiu by deftnJying the purity of the breath. 
The ^hilofoph^r condemns ^it^' as it is^a fuperfllu- 
Qtts want, 

.. It'hasi however, one advantage; it accuftoms 
to qieditation, and prevents: loquacity. The 
fmoker aiks a'queftion ; the anfwer comes two 
minutes after, and it is well founded. The 
cigar renders to a man the fervice that the phi- 
lofopher drew from the glafs of water which 
he drank when he was in anger. 
. The great commerce of this city, and the fa- 
cility of living here, augments the population of 
the State with great rapidity. In 1773 they 
reckoned 14^,124 whites; in 1786 the num- 
ber was 219,996. 

If there is a town on the American continent 
where the Englifti luxury difplays its follies, it 
is New York. You will find here the Englifli 
fafliions. In the drefs of the women you will 
fee the mod brilliant filks, gauzes, hats, and 
borrowed hair. Equipages are rarej but they 
are elegaht. The men have more fimplicity in 
their drefs ; they difdain gewgaws,- but they 
take their revenge in the luxury of the table. 

Luxury forms already, in this town, a clafs of 
men very dangerous in fociety— I mean bache^ 
lors. The expence of women caufes matrimony 
to br dread«d by men* 

Tea 
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Tea forms^ as in England, the bafis of the 
principal parties of pleafure. Fruits, though 
tnore attended to in this State, are far from pof*- 
feffing the beauty and goodnefs of thofe of 
Europe. I have {cen trees, in September, loaded 
at once with apples and with flowers. 

M. de CreveccBur is right in his defcription of 
the abundance and good quality of provifions at 
New York, in vegetables, flefli, and efpecially 
in fifh. It is difficult to» unite fo many advan- 
tages in one place. Provifions are dearer at New 
York than in any other of the northern or middle 
States. Many things, efpecially thofe of luxury, 
are dearer here than in France. A hair-drefl!er 
afks twenty (hillings per month; wafliing cofts 
four (hillings for a dozen pieces. 

Strangers, who, having lived a long time in 
America, tax the Americans with cheating, 
have declared to me, that this accufation mufl 
be confined to the towns, and that in the coun* 
try you will find them honeft. The French 
are the mofl forward in making thefe com- 
plaints ; and they believe that the Americans are 
more trickifh with them than with theEnglilh* 
If this were a fad, I (hould not be aftonifhed at 
it. The French, whom I have feen, are eter- 
nally crying up the fervices which their natioa 
has rendered to the Americans, and oppofing^ 

Voi<. !• K their 
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their manners and cuftoms, decrying their gCM 
vernment, exalting the favours rendered by the 
French government towards the Americans, and 
diminifhing thofe of Congrefs to the French, 

One of the greateft errors of travellers is ta 
calculate prices of provifions in a country, by 
the prices in taverns and boarding-houfes. It is 
a falfe bafis; we fhould take, for the town, the 
price at the market, and this is about half the 
price that one pays at* the tavern. This bafis 
would be ftill falfe if it were applied to the 
country. There are many articles which are 
abundant in the country, and are fcarcely worth 
the trouble of coUefting and bringing to market. 
Thefe reflexions appear to me necfeffary to put 
one on his guard againft believing too readily m 
the prices eftimated by hafty travellers. Other 
circumftances likewife influence the price ; fuch, 
for example, as war, which Mr. Chaftellux takes 
no notice of in his exaggerated account of Ame^ 
rican prices* 

Thefe prices were about doubk in New York 
during the war, to what they are now. Board- 
ing and lodging by the week is from four to fix 
dollars.- The fees of lawyers are out of all pro- 
portion ; they are, as in England, eXceflive* 
Phyficians have not the fame advantage in this 
refpcQ as lawyers : the good health generally 

enjoyed 
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tnjoycd here, renders them little ncceffary; yet 
they arc fufficiently numerous, 

I converfed with feme of them, and aiked 
what were the difeafes moft common ? They 
told me, bilious fevers ; and that the greateft 
part of difeafes among them, were occafioned by 
exceffive cold, and the want of care ; but there 
are few difeafes here, added they. The air is 
pure; the inhabitants are tolerably temperate; 
the people in good circumftances, are not fuf- 
ficiently rich to give themfelves up to thofe de- 
baucheries which kill fo many in Europe; and 
there are no poor, provifions being fo cheap. 

Let thofe men who doubt the prodigious ef- 
fects that liberty produces on man, and on his 
induftry, tranfport themfelves to America. What 
miracles will they here behold! Whilft every 
where in Europe the villages and towns are fall- 
ing to ruin, rather than augmenting, new edi- 
fices afe here rifing on all fides. New York was 
in great part con fumed by fire in the time of the 
war. The vcftiges of this terrible conflagration 
difappear ; the activity which reigns every where, 
announces a rifing profperity; they enlarge in 
every quarter, and extend their flreets. Elegant 
buildings, in the Englifh ftylc, take place of thofe 
(harp-roofed floping houfes of the Dutch. You 
find fome ftill (landing in the Dutch ftyle; they 

K 2 afford 
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afford fome pleafure to the European obfcrver J 
they trace to him the origin of this colony, and 
the manners of thofe who inhabit it, whilft they 
call to his mind the ancient Belgic State. 

I walk out by the fide of the North River ; 
what a rapid change in the fpace of fix weeks ! 
The river is forced back 200 feet, and, »by a 
fimple mechanifm, they have conftrufted a kind 
of encafement, compofed of large trunks of trees 
crofling each other at convenient diftances, and 
feftened together by ftrong beams. They con- 
duft this floating dyke to the place where it is 
to be fixed, and where there is often forty feet 
of water. Arrived at its deftination, it is funk 
with an enormous weight of ftones. On all 
fides houfes are rifing, and ftreets extending : I 
fee nothing but bufy workmen building and re- 
pairing. 

At the fame time they are erefting a building 
for Congrefs. They are like wife repairing the 
hofpital : this building is in a bad condition ; not 
a fick perfon could be lodged in it at the end of 
the war ; it was a building almofi: abandoned : 
they have reftored the adminifl:ration of it to the 
Quakers, from whom it had been taken away dur* 
>ing the war ; they have ordered it to be repaired, 
and the reparations are executing with the great- 
eft vigour. This building is vaft;^ it is of brick, 

and 
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«nd perfedly well fituated on the bank of the 
North River. It enjoys every advantage: air 
the moft falubrious, that may be renewed at 
pleafure ; water in abundance ; pleafant and ex- 
tenfive walks for the fick ; magnificent and 
agreeable profpe£bs ; out of the town, and yet 
fufficiently near it. 

It is likewife to the Quakers, to thefe men fo 
much calumniated, of whom I (hall fpeak more 
fully hereafter, that is owing the order obfervablc 
in the work-houfe, of which they have the fu- 
perintendance. 

It is to their zeal that is to be attributed the 
formation of the fociety for the abolition of fla- 
very. As I (hall confecrate to this important ar- • 
tide a particular chapter, I fhall not fpeak of it 
here. 

A fociety of a more pompous title, but whofc 
fervices are lefs real, has been lately forn*ed. Its 
obje(9: is the general promotion of fcience and 
ufeful knowledge. They aflemble rarely, and 
they do nothing. They have, however, eight 
hundred pounds in the bank, which remain 
idle. Their prefident is Governor Clinton ; and 
he is any other thing rather than a man of 
learning. 

This fociety will have little fuccefs here—thp 
Dutch are no lovers of letters. 

K3 But 
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But though men of learning do not abound in 
this city, the prefence of Congrefs attrafts, from 
time to time, at leaft from all parts of America, 
the moft celebrated men. I have feen particu- 
larly, Meffrs. Jay, Maddifon, Hamilton, King, 
and Thornton. I have already fpoke to you of 
thefirft. 

The name of Maddifon, celebrated in Ame- 
rica, is well known in Europe, by the merited 
culogium made of him by his countryman and 
friend, Mr. JefFerfon. 

Though ftill young, he has rendered the 
greateft fervices to Virginia, to the American 
confederation, and to liberty and humanity in 
general. He contributed much, with Mr. White, 
in refbrming the civil and criminal codes of his 
country. He diftinguiflied himfelf particularly 
in the conventions for the acceptation of the 
new federal fyftem. Virginia balanced a long 
time in adhering to it. Mr. Maddifon deter- 
mined to it the members of the convention by 
his eloquence and his logic. This republican 
appears to be but about thirty-three years of age. 
He had, when I faw him, an air of fatigue ; per- 
haps it was the effedt of the immenfe labours to 
which he has devoted himfelf for fome time part:. 
His look announces a cenfor; his converfation 
difcovcrs the man of learning; and his referye 

was 
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was that of a man confcious of his talents and of 
his duties. 

During the dinner to which he invited me, 
they fpoke of the refufal of North Carolina to 
accede to the new conftitution. The majority 
againft it was one hundred. Mr. Maddifon be- 
lieved that this refufal would have no weight 
on the minds of the Americans, and that it 
would not impede the operations of Congrefs. 
I told him, that though this refufal might be 
regarded as a trifle in America, it would have 
great weight in Europe ; that they would never 
enquire there into the motives which diclatcd 
it, nor confider the fmall confequence of this 
State in the confederation ; that it would be re- 
garded as a germe of divifion, calculated to re- 
tard the operations of Congrefs ; and that cer- 
tainly this idea would prevent the refurredion 
of the American credit. 

Mr. Maddifon attributed this refufal to the 
attachment of a great part of the inhabitants of 
that State to their paper money, and their 
tender-a£l. He was much inclined to beiieve, 
that this difpofition would not remain a long 
time. 

Mr. Hamilton is the worthy fellow-labourer 
of Mr. Maddifon ; his figure announces a man 
of thirty-eight or forty years; he is not tall; his 

K 4 countenance 
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coiintenance is decided ; his air is open and marr 
tial ; he was aid-de-camp to General Wafliing- 
ton, who had great confidence in him ; and he 
well merited it. Since the peace, he has takei> 
the profeffion of the law, and devoted himfelf 
principally to public affairs. He has diftinguifli- 
ed himfelf in Congrefs by his eloquence, and 
the folidity of his reafoning. Among the works 
which have come from his pen, the moft dif- 
tinguifhed are, a number of letters inferted in 
the Federalift, of which I (hall have occafion to 
Ipeak hereafter ; and the letters of Phocion, in 
favour of the royalifts. Mr. Hanjilton had fought 
them with fuccefs during the war. At thq 
eftabliftiment of peace he was of opinion, that it 
was not beft to drive them to defpair by a ri- 
gorous perfecution. And he had the happinefs 
to gain over to thefe mild fentiments thofe of 
his compatriots whofc refentment had been juftly 
excited againft thefe people, for the woes they 
had brought on their country. 

This young orator triumphed again in th^ 
convention of the State of New York, where 
%\ic antifederal party was numerous. When the 
convention was formed at Poughkeepfie, three 
quarters of the members were oppofed to the 
new fyftem. Mr. Hamilton, joining his efforts 
io thofe of the celebrated Jay, fucceeded in con- 
vincing 
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yincing the moft obftinate, that the refuial of 
New York would entrain the greateft misforr 
tunes to that State, and to the Confederation. 
The conftitution was adopted ; the feaft which 
followed the ratification in New York was mag* 
nificent ; the ijiip Fedcralift, which was drawQ 
in proceffion^ was named Hanailton, in honour 
of this eloquent fpeaker. 

He has married the. daughter of Gener4 
Schuyler, a charming woman, who joins to the 
graces all the candour and fimplicity of an Ame- 
rican wife. At dinner, at his houfe, I found 
General Miflin, who diftinguifhed himfelf for 
his aftivity in the laft war. To the vivacity of 
a Frenchman, he appears to unite every obliging 
charafteriftic. 

Mr. King, whpm I faw at this dinner, paflcs 
for the moft eloquent man of the United States* 
What ftruck me moft in him was his modefty;. 
He appears ignorant of his own worth. Mr. 
Hamilton has the determined air of a republican, 
Mr. Maddifon the meditative air of a profound 
politician. 

At this dinner, as at mpft others which I made 
in America, they drank the health of M. de la 
Fayette. The Americans confider him as one 
of the heroes of their liberty. He merits their 
love and efteem ; they have not a better friend 
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ia France. His generofity to them has been 
manifefted on all public occafions, and ftill more 
in private circumftcinces, where benefits remain 
unknown. It is not, perhaps, to the honour of 
France, or the Frenchmen who have been in 
America, to recount the faft. That he is the 
only one who has fuccoured the unhappy fufFer- 
crs in the fire at Bofton*, and the only one 
whofe doors are open to the Americans. 
' Doftor Thornton, intimately conneded with 
the Americans whom I have mentioned, runs a 
diflTerent career, that of humanity. Though, by 
his appearance, be does not belong to the Society 
©f Friends, he has their principles, and praftifes 
their morals with regard to the blacks. He told 
me the efforts which he has made for the execu- 
tion of a vaft projedk conceived by him for their 
benefit. Perfuaded that there never can exifl: a 
iincere union between the whites and the blacks, 
even on admitting the latter to the rights of 
freemen, he propofes to fend them back, and 
cftablifti them in Africa. This plan is frightful 
at the firft afpeft ; but, on examination, it ap- 
pears to be neceflary and advantageous. I (hall 
not enter upon it here, but referve it for my let- 
ter on the ftate of the blacks in this country .—r 

* He gave £. 300 fterling. 

Mr. 
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Mr. Thornton, who appears, by his vivacity and 
his agreeable manners, to belong to the French 
nation, is born at Antigua; his mother has a 
plantation there. It is there that, ipflead of har- 
dening his heart to the fate of the negroes, as 
moft of the planters do, he has acquired that 
humanity, that compaffion for them, with which 
he is fo much tormented. He told me, he fhoxild 
have fet his flaves at liberty, if it had been in his 
power; but not being able to do this, he treat* 
them like men. 

I cannot finifli this letter without fpeaking of 
another American, whofe talents in finance arc 
well known here; it is Colonel Duer, fecretarjr 
to the board of treafury. It is difficult to unite 
to a great facility in calculation, more extenfivc 
views and a quicker penetration into the moft 
complicated projects. To thefe qualities he joins 
goodnefs of heart ; and it is to his obliging cha- 
racter, and his zeal, that I owe much valuable 
information on the finances of this country, 
which I (hall communicate hereafter. 

I fliould ftill be wanting in gratitude, (hould 
I negle£l to mention the politenefs and attention 
(hewed me by the Prefident of Congrefs, Mr. 
Griffin. He is a Virginian, of very good abili- 
ties, of an agreeable figure, aflfable, and polite. 
I faw at his houfe, at dinner, feven or eight 

women, 
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women, all dreffcd in great hats, plumes, &Ct 
It was with pain that I remarked much of pre* 
tenfion in feme of thefe women ; one adled the 
giddy, vivacious; another, the woman of fenti- 
ment. This laft had many pruderies and gri* 
maces. Two among them had their bofoms 
very naked. I was fcandalized at this indecency 
among republicans. 

A Prefident of Congrefs is far from being fur- 
rounded with the fplendour of European mo- 
narchs; and fo much the better. He is not 
durable in his flation ; and fo much the better^ 
He never forgets that he is a fimple citizen, and 
will foon return to the ftation of one. He does 
BOt give pompous dinners ; and fo much the bet- 
ter. He has fewer parafites, and lefs means of 
corruption. 

I rernarked, that his table was freed fronrj 
many ufages obferved elfewhere;-»-no fatiguing 
prefentations, no toafts, fo defpairing in a nu- 
merous fociety. Little wine was drank after 
the women had retired. Thefe traits will give 
you an idea of the temperance of this country ; 
temperance, the leading virtue of republicans. 

I ought to add one word on the finances of 
this State. The facility of raifing an impoft on 
foreign commerce, puts them in a fituation to 
pay^ with punduality, the expences of the Go- 

Ycrnmentj 
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vernment, the intereft of their State debt, and 
their part of the civil lift of Congrefs, Their 
revenues arc faid to amount to X-8o,900t money 
of New York. The expences of the city and 
county of New York amounted, in 1787, to 
one-eighth of this fum, that is, to JT. 10,1 io« I 
will add here a ftate of thefe expences: 

Salaries ------- j^^ 37 10 — 

Eleaions .--.--- 62 12 — 

Pumps and wells -----. 204 8 4 

Roads and ftreets 734 2 i 

Poorhoufes ------ 3,791 14 4 

Bridewell, or houfe of corredtion 899 11 4 

Lamps .--.-•- 1,439 19 — 

Night watch ----- ^993^ ^ •~ 

Prifoners - -i - - - - - 372 18 10 

Repairs of public buildings - - 342 15 n 

Quays 25— — 

City of New York - - - - '37^9*^ 

County of New York - - -. 130 9 — 

jr. 10,110 I 10 



The bank of New York enjoys a good repu- 
tation ; it is well adminiftered. Its cafliier is Mr. 
William Seton, to whom Mr. de Crevecoeur has 
addreifed his letters; and what will give you a 

good 
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good idea of his integrity is, that he was chofcn 
to this important place notwithftanding his 
kno^n attachment to the Englifli caufe. This 
bank receives and pays, without reward, for 
merchants and others, who choofe to open aa 
accompt with it. , 



LETTER VL 

JOURNEY FROMNEW YORK TO PHILADELPHIA. 

T WENT from New York the 25th of Au- 
guft, at fix o'clock in the morning; and had 
the north river to pafs before arriving at the 
ftage. Wc paffed the ferry in an open boat, 
and landed at Paulus Hook : they reckon two 
miles for this ferry, for which we pay fixpcnce, 
money of New York. 

The carriage is a kind of open waggon, hung 
with double curtains of leather and woollen, 
which you raife or let fall at pleafure : it is not 
well fufpended. But the road was fo fine, being 
fand and gravel, that we felt no inconvenience 
from that circumftance. The horfes are good, 
and go with rapidity, Thefe carriages have four 
benches, and may contain twelve perfons. The 
light baggage is put under the benches, and the 

trunks 
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trunks fixed on behind. A traveller who does 
not choofe to take the ftage, has a one-horfe car- 
riage by himfelf. 

Let the Frenchmen who have travelled in 
thefe carriages, compare them to thofe ufed irt 
France ; to thofe heavy diligences, where eight 
or ten perfons are (luffed in together; to thofe 
cabriolets in the environs of Paris, where two 
perfons are clofely confined, and deprived of air, 
by a dirty driver, who torments his miferable 
jades : and thofe carriages have to run over the 
fineft roads, and yet make but one league an 
hour. If the Americans had fuch roads, with 
what rapidity would they travel ? fince, not- 
withftanding the inconvenience of the roads, 
they now run ninety-fix miles in a day. Thus, 
with only a century and a half of exiftence, and 
oppofed by a thoufand obftacles, they are already 
fuperior to people who have been undifturbed 
in their progrefs of fifteen centuries. 

You find in thefe ftages men of all profeflions* 
They fucceed each other with rapidity. One 
who goes but twenty miles, yields his place to 
one who goes farther. The mother and daugh- 
ter mount the ftage to go ten miles to dine; 
another ftage brings them back. At every in- 
ftant, then, you are making new acquaintances. 
The frequency of thefe carriages, the facility of 

finding 
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finding places in them, and the low and fixej 
price, invite the Americans to travel. Thefe 
carriages have another advantage, they keep up 
the idea of equality. The member of Congrels 
is placed by the fide of the flioemaker who 
cledted him : they fraternize together, and con- 
yer{c with familiarity^ You fee no perfon here 
taking upon himfelf thofe important airs which 
you too often meet with in France. In that 
country, a man of condition would blufh to 
travel in a diligence; it is an ignoble carriage; 
one knows not with whom he may find himfelf. 
Bcfides, it is in ftyle to runpojl ; this ftyle ferves 
to humiliate thofe who are condemned to a fad 
mediocrity. From this inequality refult envy, 
the tafte for luxury, oflentation, an avidity for 
gain, the habit of mean and guilty meafures to 
acquire wealth. It i^ then fortunate for America, 
that the nature of things prevents this diftindion 
in the mode of travelling. 

The artizan, or the labourer, who finds him- 
felf in one of thefe ftages with a man in place, 
compofes himfelf, is filent ; or if he endeavours 
to rife to the level of others by taking part in the 
converfation, he at leaft gains inftrudion. The 
man in place has lefs haughtinefs, and is facili- 
tated in gaining a knowledge of the people. 

The fon of Governor Livingfton was in the 
8 ilage 
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ilage with me ; I fhould not have found him 
out, fo civil and eafy was his air, had not the ta- 
vern-keepers from time to time addreiied him 
with refpe£tful familiarity. I am told that the 
governor himfelf often ufes thofe ftages. You 
may have an idea of this refpe£table man, who 
is at once a writer, a governor, and a plowman^ 
on learning that he takes a pride in calling him- 
felf a New Jerfey farmer. 

The American ftages, then, are the true po« 
litical carriages. I know that the petits maitres 
of France would prefer a gay well-fufpendcd 
chariot ; but thefe carriages roll in countries of 
Baftilles, in countries afHi£i:ed with great in« 
equality, and confequently with great mifery. 

The road from New York to Newark is in 
part over a marfh: I found it really aftonifhiug ; 
it recals to mind the indefatigable induftry of the 
ancient Dutch fettlers mentioned by Mr. de 
Crevecoeur. Built wholly of wood, with much 
labour and perfeverance in the midft of water, 
on a foil that trembles under your feet, it proves 
to what point may be carried the patience of 
man, who is determined to conquer nature. 

But though much of thefe marflies are drain- 
ed, there remains a large extent of them covered 
with ftagnant waters, which infe£l the air, and 
give birth to thofe mufquitoes with which you 

Vol. I. L are 
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are cruelly tormented, and to an epidemicar feref 
which makes great ravages in fummer ; a fever 
known likewifc in Virginia and in the Southern: 
States, in parts adjacent to the fca. 1 am affured 
that the upper parts of New Jerfey are exempt 
from this fever, and from mufquitoes ; but this 
State is ravaged by a political fcourge, more ter- 
rible than either; k is paper money, This^ 
paper is ftill, in New Jerfey, what the people 
call a legal tender ; that is, you are obliged to 
receive, it at its nominal value, as a legal pay* 
ment. 

I law, in this journey,, many incoaveniences 
refultiog from this fjftitious money^ It gives 
birth to an infamous kind of traffic, that of buy- 
ing and felling it, by deceiving the ignorant ; a 
commerce which difcourages induftry, corrupts 
the morals, and is a great detriment to the 
public. This kind of ftock-jobber is the enemy 
to his fellow-citizens. He makes a fcience of 
deceiving ; and this fcience is extremely conta- 
gious. It introduces a general diftruft. A per- 
fon can neither fell his land, nor borrow money* 
upon it ; for fellers and lenders may be paid in a 
medium which may ftill depreciate, they know 
not to what degree it may depreciate. A friend 
dares not truft his friend. Inftances of perfidy 
of this kind have been known that are horrible. 

Patriotifm 
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Patriotifm is consequently at an' end, cultivation 
languiflies, and commerce declirjes.. How is it 
poffible, faid I to Mr. Livingffon, that a<:ountry 
fo rich can have recourfe Co paper money ? New^ 
Jerfey furnifJies proda:£J:ions in abundance to* 
New York and Philadelphia. She draws money, 
then, conftantly, from thofe places ; fhe is their 
creditor. And (hall a creditor make ufe of a 
refource which can be proper only for a mife- 
rahle debtor ? Hpw is it that the members of 
your legiflature have not made thefe reflexions? 
The reafon of it is very fimple, replied he : At 
the clofe of the ruinous war that we have expe- 
rienced, the greater part of our citizens were 
burdened with debts. They faw in this paper 
money the means of extricating themfelves, 
and they had influence enough with their repre- 
fentatives to force them to create it. — But the 
evil falls at length on the authors of it, faid I ; 
they muft be paid themfelves, as well as pay 
9thers, in this fame paper; and why do they not 
fee that it diflionours their country, that it ruins 
all kinds of honeft induftry, and corrupts the 
morals of the people ? Why do they not repeal 
this legal tender? — A ftrong intereft oppofes it^ 
replied he, of ftock-jobber^ and fpeculators. 
They wi(h to prolong this miferable game, in 
which they are fure to be the winners, though 

L 2 the 
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the ruiQ of tbeur country (hould be the confe« 
quence. We expedt relief only from the new 
couflitution, which takes away from the States 
the power of making paper money. All honefl: 
people wi(h the extindion of it, when filver and 
gold would re-appear ; and our national induftry 
would foon repair the ravages of the war. 

From Newark we went to dine at New- 
Brunfwick, and to fleep at Trenton. The road 
is bad between the two laft places, efpecially 
after a rain ; it is a road difficult to be kept in 
repair. We paffed by Prince-Town ; this part 
of New Jerfey is very well cultivated. Mr. de 
Crcvecoeur has not exaggerated in his defcription 
of it. All the towns are well built, whether in 
wood, (lone, or brick. Thefe places are too 
well known in the military annals of this coun- 
try, to require that 1 fhould fpeak of them. The 
taverns are much dearer on this road than in 
Maflkchufetts and Connefticut : I paid at Tren- 
ton, for a dinner, three (hillings and fixpence, 
money of Pennfylvania. 

We paffed the ferry from Trenton at feven in 
the morning. The Delaware, which feparates 
Pennfylvania from New Jerfey, is a fupcrb river, 
navigable for the largeft (hips. Its navigation is 
intercepted by the ice during two months in the 
year. Veffels are not attacked here by thofe 

worms 
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worms which arc fo deftrudlivc to them in rivers 
farther fouth. 

The profpeft from, the middle of the river is 
charming : on the right you fee mills and ma- 
mifaftories ; on the left, two charming little 
towns, which overlook the water. The bor- 
ders of this river are ftillin their wild ftate. In 
-■1 #..■.. 

the forefts which cover them are fome enormous 
trees. There are likcwife fome houfes; but 
they are not equal, in point of fimple elegance, 
to thofe of MaiTachufetts. 

We breakfafted at Briftol, a town oppofite to 
Burlington. It was here that the famous Penn 
firft planted his tabernacles. But it was repre- 
fented to him, that the river here did not furnifh 
anchoring ground fo good and fo fafe as the place 
already inhabited by the Swedes, where Phila- 
delphia has fince been built. He refolved, then, 
to purchafe this place of them, give them other 
lands in exchange, and to leave Briftol. 

Paffing the river Shammony on a new bridge, 
and then the village of Frankford, we arrived at 
Philadelphia by a fine road bordered with the 
beft cultivated fields and elegant houfes, which 
announce the neighbourhood of a great town. 
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LETTER ViL 

JOURNEY TO BURLIKGTON. 

Aug. a;, 1788* 
T HAD paflfed but few hours at Philadelphia, 

when a particular bufmefs called m^TO Bur- 
lington, on the borders of the' Delaware. It is 
an elegant little town, more ancient than Phila- 
delphia. Many of the inhabitants are Friends, 
or Quakers: this was formerly their place of 
general rendezvous. 

From thence I went to the country houfe of 
Mr* Temple Franklin. He is the grandfon-of 
the celebrated Franklin, and as well known in 
France for his amiable quialities as for his general 
information. His houfe is five miles from Bur- 
lington, on a fandy foil, covered with a foreft of 
pines. His houfe is fimple, his garden is well 
kept, he has a good library, and his iituation 
feems deftioed for the retreat of a philofopher. 

I dined here with five or fix Frenchmen, who 
began their cohverfation with inveilivcsagainft 
America and the Americans, agatnft their want 
of laws, their paper money, and their ill faith. 
I deuuidc I the Americans, or rather I defired to 
be iaftrufted by fadls ; for I wis determined 

no 
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HO more to believe in the opinions of indivi- 
•duals. 

Y.ou wifli for fads, faid one of them, who 
had exifted in this country for three years : I 
will give you -Ibme. — I fay that thg country i^ 
a miferable one. , In New Jerfey, where we 
now are, there is no money, there is nothing 
but paper. The money is locked up, faid Mr* 
Franklin. Would you have a man be fool enough 
to exchange it for depreciated rags ? Wait till 
the law fhall take the paper from circulation. — 
But you cannot borrow poney on the beft fe- 
curity, I believe itj faid Mr. Franklin; the 
lender fears to be paid in paper. — Thefefads 
prove not the fcarcity of money, but the pru- 
dence of thofe who hold it, and the influence 
that debtors have in the Icgiflature. 

They pafled to another point. Your laws are 
arbitrary, and often uujuft : for inftance, there iS 
a law laying a tax of a dollar on the fecond dog; 
and tliis tax augments in proportion to the num- 
ber that a man Keeps. Thus a labourer has need 
«^of dogs, but he is deprived of their fuccour. — He 
has no need of them, faid Mr. Franklin, he 
. keeps them but for his pleafure ; and if any 
thing ought to be taxed, it is pleafure. The 
dogs are injurious to the (heep ; inftead of de- 
fending them they often kill them. I was one 
; L 4 of 



t$Z NEW TRAVELS IN THE 

of the firft to folicit this law, becaufe wc arc in- 
fcftcd with dogs from this quarter. To get rid 
of them we have put a tax on them, and it has 
produced falutary effedis. The money arifing 
from this tax is deftined to indemnify thofe 
whofe iheep are deftroyed by thefe animals. 

My Frenchman returned to the charge: — 
But your taxes are extremely heavy. — You (hall 
judge of that, fays Mr. Franklin: I have an 
eftate here of five or fix hundred acres ; my taxes 
laft year amounted to eight pounds in paper 
money; this reduced to hard money, is fix 
pounds. 

Nothing can be more conclufive than thofe 
replies. I am fure, however, that this French- 
man has forgot them all ; and that he will go 
and declare in France, that the taxes in New 
Jerfey are diflreflingly heavy, and that the impo* 
fition on dogs is abominable. 

Burlington is feparated from Briflol only by 
the river. Here is fome commerce, and fome 
men of confiderable capital. The childreh here 
have that air of health and decency which cha*'^ 
raderifes the fed of the Quakers. 
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LETTER VIIL 

Aug. 28, 178s. 

/^N returning from Burlington, I went with 
Mr. Shoemaker to the houfc of his father- 
in-law, Mr. Richardfon, a farmer, who lives 
near Middleton, twenty-two miles from Phila* 
delphla. 

Mr. Shoemaker is thirty years of age; he was 
not educated in the fe^ of Friends : he declared 
to me that, in his youth, he was far from their 
principles; that he had lived in pleafure; that 
growing weary of it, he reflefted on his conduA, 
and refolved to change it ; that he fludied the 
principles of the Quakers, and foon becaniie a 
member of their fociety, notwithftanding the 
railleries of his friends. He had married the 
daughter of this Quaker to whofe houfe wc 
were going. I wiftied to fee a true Americaa 
farmer. 

I was really charmed with the order and neat« 
nefs of this houfe, and of its inhabitants. They 
have three fons and feven daughters. One of the 
latter only is married ; three others are mar« 
riageable. They are beautiful, eafy io their man« 

ners, 
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ners, and decent in their deportment. Their 
drefs is fimple ; they wear fine cotton on Sun- 
day, and that which is not fo fine on other days, 
Thefe daughters aid their rriother in the ma- 
nagement of the family. The mother has much 
adivity ; (he held in her arms a little grand- 
daughter, which was carefied by all the children. * 
It is truly a patriarchal family* The father is 
occupied condantly in the fields. We converfed 
much on the Society of Friends, the Society in 
France for the abolition of flavery, the growing 
of wheat, &Ct 

No, never was I fo much edified as in this 
bou(e; it is the afylum of union, friend(hip, and 
hofpitality. The beds were neat, the linen 
white, the covering elegant; the cabinets, delks, 
chairs, and tables, were of black walnut, well 
polilhed, and fhining* The garden furnifhed 
vegetables of all kinds, and fruits. There were 
ten horfes in the ftable ; the Indian corn of the 
laff year, ftill.on the cob, lay in large quantities 
in a cabin, of which the narrow planks, placed 
at fmalldiftauces from each other, leave openings 
for the circulation of the air. 

The barn was full of wheat, oats, &c.; their 
cows furnifli delicious milk for the fanwly, of 
which they make excellent chcefe; their flieep 
mvc them the wool of which^the cloth is r?iade 

which 
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which covers the father and the children. This 
cloth is fpuii in the houCe, wove and fulled in 
the neighbourhood. All the linen is made in the 
houfe. 

•Mr. Shoemaker fhewed me the place where 
this worthy cultivator was going to build a 
hoiife for his eldeft fon. You fee, fays he to 
me, the wealth of this good farmer. His father 
was a poor Scotchman ; he came to America, 
and applied himfelf to agriculture, and by his 
induftry and economy amafled a large fortune. 
This fon of his is like wife rich : he fells his 
grain to a miller in the neighbourhood ; his ve- 
getables, butter, and cheefe, are fent once a 
week to town. 

I went to fee this miller. I recollefted what 
Mr. de Crevecoeur had faid in praife of the Ame- 
rican mills. This one merited eulogy for its 
peatnefs, and for the intelligence with which 
the different operations were diftributed. There 
were three fets of ftones deftined to the making 
of flour of different degrees of finenefs. They 
employ only the ftones of France for the firft 
quality of flour. They are exported from Bour- 
deaux and Rouen. In thefe mills they have mul- 
tiplied the machinery, to fpare hand labour in 
all the operations ; fuch as hoifting the wheat, 
cleaafmg it, raifiog the flour tp the place where 
.8 it 
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it is to be ipread, colle^ing it again into the 
chamber where it is to be put in barrels. 

Thefe barrels are marked at the mill with the 
name of the miller; and this mark indicates the 
quality of the flour. That which is defigned 
for exportation^ is again infpe£ted at the port ; 
and, if not merchantable, it is condemned. 

The millers here are Hour-merchants; mills 
are a kind of property which enfures a conftant 
income. 



LETTER IX. 

VISIT FROM THE GOOD WARNER MIFLIN. 

Aug, 30, 1788. 

T WAS (ick, and Warner Miflin came to fee 
me. You know Warner Miflin ; you have 
read the eulogium made of him by M. de Cre- 
vecoeur. It is he who firfl: freed all his flaves ; it 
is he who, without a paflport, traverfed the 
Britifli army, and fpoke to General Howe with 
fo much firmnefe and dignity; it is he who, 
fearing not the effefts of the general hatred 
againfl the Quakers, went, at the riik of being 
treated as a fpy, to prefcnt himfelf to General 
5 Wafliington, 
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Wafhington, to juftify to him the condu<SI: of 
the Quakers ; it is he that, in the midfl; of the 
furies of war, equally a friend to the French, 
the EngUfli, and the Americans, carried gene** 
rous fuccours to thofe among them who were 
fuffering. Well, this angel of peace came to 
fee me. I am Warner Miflin, fays he; I have 
read the book wherein thou defendeft the caufa 
of the Friends, wherein thou preacheft the prin- 
ciples of univerfal benevolence; I knew that 
thou waft here, and I am come to fee thee ; be- 
fides, I love thy nation. I was, I confefs, much 
prejudiced againft the French; I even hated 
them, having been, in this refped, educated in 
the Englifti principles. But when I came to 
fee them, a fecret voice faid to me, that I ought 
to drive from my heart that prejudice; that I 
ought to know them, and love them. 1 have 
then fought for them. I have known them; 
and it is with pleafure I have found them poifefs 
a fpirit of mildnefs and general benevolence 
which I had never found among the Englilh. ^ 

I cannot report to you all the converfation of 
this worthy Quaker; it made a deep impreflion 
on my heart. What humanity ! and what cha- 
rity! It feems, that to love mankind, and to 
fearch to do them good, conftitutes his only 
pleafure, his only exiftence; his conftant occupa- 
tion 
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tion IS to find the means of making all men but 
one family; and he does not defpair of it. He 
fpoke to niie of the Society of Quakers at 
Nifmcs, and of fome friends in America and 
England, who have been to vifit them. He re- 
garded them as inftruments deftined to propa- 
gate the principles of the fociety through the 
world. I mentioned to him fbme obftaclcs; 
fuch as the corruption of our morals, and the 
power of the clergy. Oh ! my friend, faid he, 
is not the arm of the Almighty ftronger than the 
arm of man ? What were we when the fociety 
took its birth in England ? What was America 
thirteen years ago, when Benezet raifed his voice 
againft the flavery of the blacks ? Let us always 
endeavour to do good; fear no obftacles, and the 
good will be done. 

All this was faid without the leaft oftentation. 
He faid what he felt, what he had thought a 
thoufand times ; he fpoke from the heart, and 
not from the head. He realized what he had 
told me of that fecret voice, that internal fpirit, 
of which the Quakers fpeak fomuch ; he was 
animated by it. Ah ! who can fee, who can 
hear a man, fo much exalted above human 
nature, without refledling on himfelf, without 
endeavouring to imitate him, without blufhing 
at his own v^eaknefs? What, are the fineft 

writings. 
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writings, in comparifon with a Hfc fo pure, a 
conduft fo cemftantljr devoted to the good of 
humanity? How fmall I appeared in contem- 
plating him I And (hall we calumniate a fed: to 
which a man fo venerable belongs ? Shall we 
paint it as the center of hypocrify and deceit ? 
We muft then fuppofe that Miflrn counterfeits 
humanity; that he is in concert with hypocrites, 
or that he is blind to their true charaiSter. To 
counterfeit humanity, to confent to facrifice 
©ne*s interefts, to be fcofied and ridiculed, to im- 
part his goods to the poor, to enfranchife his ne- 
groes, and all this by hypocrify, would be a very 
bad fpeculation ; hypocrify makes better calcu- 
lations^ But, if you fuppofe this man to be true 
and honeft as to himfelf, can you imagine hin^ 
to be in concert with knaves ? This would be 
an abfurd contradi<9:ion- Finally, on hearing: 
this man, full of good fenfe, and endowed with 
a folid judgment, reafoning with fo much force^ 
can you believe that he has been, for all his life, 
the dupe of a band of (harpers, when he is at 
the fame time in all their moft fecret counfels, 
and one of their chiefs ? Yes, my friend, I re- 
peat it, the attachment of an angeWike Warner 
Miflin to the fcdt of Quakers, is the faireft apo- 
logy for that focicty. 

He took me one day to fee his- intended wife, 

Mifs 
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fad ceremony. He trembled la all his body, 
and his eyes were daring and wild. His dif* 
courfe turned upon the tribulations of this life, 
the neceffity of recurring to God, &c. When 
he had finiftied, a woman threw herfelf on her 
knees, made a very fhort prayer, the men took 
off their hats, and all retired. 

I was at firft furprifcd, I confefs, at thU 
trembling of the preacher. We are fo accuftom* 
esl, by our European philofophy, to confider 
thofe appearances as the cfkSt of hypocrify, and 
to annex to them the idea of ridicule, that it 
was difficult to prevent myfelf from being feizcd 
with a like impreffion : but I recoUeded that 
ibmething fimilar had happened to me a hundred 
times ; when 1 had been warmed with a fubjcft, 
and drawn into an interefting difcuffion, I have 
been tranfported out of myfelf to fuch a degree, 
that I could neither fee nor hear, but experienced 
a confiderable trembling. Hence I concluded, 
that it might be natural, efpccially to a man 
continually occupied in meditation on the AU 
mighty, on death, and a future ftate. I went 
from thence with thefe Friends to their meet- 
ing. The moft profound filence reigned for 
near an hour; when one of their minifters, or 
elders, who lat on the front bench, rofe, pro- 
nounced four wwds — then was filent for a mi- 
- - . nute. 
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nute, then fpoke four words more; and his 
whole difcourfe was pronounced in this manner. 
This method is generally followed by their 
preachers ; for another who fpoke after him, 
obferved the fame intervals^ 

Whether I judged from habit or reafon, I 
know not ; but this manner of fpeaking appeared 
to me not calculated to produce a great efFeft : 
for the fenfe of the phrafe is perpetually inter- 
rupted, and the hearer is obliged to guefs at the 
meaning, or be in fufpenfe; either of which is 
fatiguing. But before forming a decifive opi- 
nion, we ought to enquire into the reafons which 
have led the Quakers to adopt this method. 
Certainly the manner of the ancient orators and 
modern preachers is better imagined for pro- 
ducing the great efFeft of eloquence. They 
fpeak by turns, to the imagination, to the 
paffions, and to the reafon ; they plcafe in order 
to move ; they pleafe in order to convince ; and 
it is by pleafure that they draw you after them. 
This is the elbquence neceflary for men ener- 
vated and enfeebled, who wi(h to fpare them- 
felves the trouble of thinking. The Quakers 
are of a diflFerent charafter ; they early habituate 
thcmfclves to meditation ; they are men of much 
reflexion, and of few words. They have no 
need, then, of preachers with founding phrafts 

M 2 and 
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and long fermons. They difdain elegance as aa 
ufelefs amufement; and long fermons appear 
difproportioned to the force of the human mind, 
and improper for the divine fervice. The mind 
fhould not be loaded with too many truths at 
once, if you wifli they ftiould make a lading 
impreflion. The objedl of preaching being to 
convert, it ought rather to lead to refleftion, 
than to dazzle and amufe. 

I obferved in the countenances of all this 
congregation an air of gravity mixed with fad- 
nefs. Perhaps I am prejudiced; but I fliould 
like better, while people are adoring their God, 
to fee them have an air which would difpofe 
perfons to love each other, and to be fond of the 
worlhip. Such an air would be attrading to 
yduug people, whom too much feverity difgufts. 
Befides, why fliould a perfon with a good con- 
fcience, pray to God with a fad countenance ? 

The prayer which terminated this meeting 
was fervent ; it was pronounced by a minifter, 
who fell on his knees. The men took off their 
hats; and each retired, after having fliaken 
hands with his neighbour. 

What a difference between the fimplicity of 
this, and the pomp of the catholic worfliip! 
Reformation, in all ftages, has diminiflied the 
formalities : you will find this regular diminu- 
tion 
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lion in defcending from the Catholic to the Lu- 
theran, from the Lutheran to the Prelbyterian, 
and from thence to Quakers and Methodifts. 
It is thus that human rcafon progreflcs towards 
perfeftion. 

In confidering the fimplicity of the Quaker's 
worftiip, and the air of fadnefs that in the eyes 
of ftrangers appears to accompany it, an air 
which one would think difgufting to young 
people, even of their own feft, I have been fur- 
prifed that the Society fliould maintain a concur- 
rence with more brilliant fefts, and even increafe 
by making profelytes from them. This efFcft 
is principally to be attributed to the fingular 
image of domeftic happinefs which the Quakers 
enjoy. Renouncing all external pleafurcs, mu- 
fic, theatres, and fliows, they are devoted to 
their duties as citizens, to their families, and to 
their bufinefs; thus they are beloved by their 
wives, cherifhed by their children, and efteemed 
by their neighbours. Such is th^ fpedlacle 
which has. often drawn to this Society men who 
have ridiculed it in their youth. 

The hiftory of the Quakers will prove the 
falfity of a principle often advanced in politics,^ 
It is this : that, to maintain order in fociety, it 
is neceflary to have a mode of worfhip ftriking 
to the fenfes ; and that the more (how and pomp 

M 3 are 
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arc introduced into it, the better. This is what 
has given birth'to, and ftill juftifies, our full 
chants J onz fpiritual concerts^ our procejjionsy our 
ornaments^ &c. Two or three hundred thoufand 
Quakers have none of thefe mummeries, and yet 
they obferve good order. 

This faft has led me to another conclufion, 
the folidity of which has been hitherto difputed* 
It is, the poflibility of a nattM of Deijls^. A 
nation of Deids, maintaining good government, 
would be a miracle in political religion. And 
why (hould it not cxift, when knowledge (hall 
be more univerfally extended, when it (hall pe- 
netrate all ranks of focicty? What difference 
would there be between a fociety ^f Deifts, and 
one of Quakers, a(rembling to hear a difcourfe on 
the immortality of the foul, and to pray to God 
in (imple language ? 

* Neither the Englifh nor Americans attach the lame idea 
to this word that a Frenchman does. They confider a Deift 
as a kind of Materialift. — I underffand by a Deift, a man that 
believes in God, and thq immortality ojf the foul. 
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LETTER XL 

VISIT TO A BETTERING-HOUSE, OR HOUSE OF 
CORRECTION*. 

Sept. I, 1788. 

'TpHIS hofpital is (ituated in the open country, 
in one of thofe parts of the original plan of 
Philadelphia not yet covered with houfes. It is 
already divided into regular ftreets; and, God 
grant that thefe projected ftreets may never be 
any thing more than imaginary ! If they (hould 
one day be adorned with houfes, it would be a 
misfortune to the hofpitals, to Pcnniylvania, and 
to all America. 

This hofpital is conftrufted of bricks, and 
compofed of two large buildings ; one for men, 
and the other for women. There is a feparation 
in the court, which is common to them. This 
inftitution has feveral objefts : they receive into 
it the poor, the (ick, orphans, women in tra- 
vail, and perfons attacked with venereal difeafes. 
They likewife confine here vagabonds, diforder- 
ly perfons, and girls of fcandalous lives. 

• This houfc 18 properly named j bccaufc, contrary to the 
ordinary effcd of hoTpitals, it renders the prifoners better. 

M 4 There 
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There exifts then, you will fay, even in Phi- 
ladelphia, that difgufting commerce of difeafes, 
rather than of pleafures, which for fo long a time 
has empoifoned our continent. Yes, my friend, 
two or three of the mofl confiderable maritime 
towns of the new continent are afflifted by this 
leprofy. It was almoft unknown before the 
revolution ; but the abode of foreign armies has 
naturalized it, and it is one of thofe fcourges for 
which the free Americans are indebted to us. 
But this traffic is not carried on fo fcandaloufly 
as at Paris or London. It is retrained, it is held 
in contempt, and almoft imperceptible. I ought 
to fay, to the honour of the Americans, that it 
is nouriflicd only by emigrants and European 
travellers; for the fanftity of marriage is ftill 
univcrfally refpefted in America. Young people 
marrying early, and without obftacles, are not 
tempted to go and diflionour and empoifon them- 
felves in places of proftitution. 

But, to finifh my account of this hofpital, 
there are particular halls appropriated to each 
clafs of poor, and to each fpecies of ficknefs ; and 
each hall has its fuperintendant. This inftitu- 
tion was rich, and well adminiftered before the 
war. The greater part of the adminiftrators were 
Quakers. The war and paper money introduced 
a different order of things. The legiflature re- 
Jolved not to admit to its adminiftration any 

perfons 
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perfons but fuch as had taken the oath of fidelity 
to the State. The Quakers were by this ex- 
cluded, and the management of it fell into hands 
not fo pure. The fpirit of depredation was ma- 
iiifeft in it, and paper money was ftill more in- 
jurious. Creditors of the hofpital were paid, or 
rather ruined by this operation. About a year 
ago, on the report of the infpeftors of the hofpi^ 
tals, the legiflature, confidering the abufes pracf 
tifed in that adminiftration, confided that of the 
bcttering-houfe again to the Quakers. Without 
any refcntment of the aflFronts they had received 
during the war, and only anxious to do good and 
perform their duty, the Friends accepted the 
adminiftration, and exercife it, as before, with 
zeal and fidelity. This change has produced the 
cfteft which was expeded. Order is vifibly re- 
edabliihed ; many adminiflrators are appointed, 
one of whom, by turns, is to vifit the hofpital 
every day : fix phyficians are attached to it, who 
perform the fervice gratis. 

1 have feen the hofpitals of France, both at 
Paris, and in the provinces. I know none of 
them, but the one at Befan?on, that can be 
compared to this at Philadelphia. Every fick, 
and every poor perfon, has his bed well furnifh- 
ed, but without curtains, as it fhould be. Every 
room is lighted by windows placed oppofite^ 

which 
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rendered difgufting by eruptions, atteft the fatal 
cfFcfts of incontinence; others, who waited with 
groans the moment when Heaven would deliver 
them from a burden of life, becaufc afflifted with 
excruciating pain ; others, holding in their arms 
the fruit, not of a legal mariiage, but of love 
betrayed. Poor innocents ! born under the ftar 
of wretchednefs ! Why (hould men be born, 
prcdcftinated to misfortunes? But, blefs God, at 
Icaft, that you arc in a country where baftardy 
is no obftacle to refpedlability and the rights of 
citizenfhip. I faw with pleafurc thefe unhappy 
mothers careffing their infants, and nurfing them 
with tendernefs. There were few children in 
the hall of the little orphans; thefe were in good 
health, and appeared gay and happy. Mr. Shoe- 
maker, who conduced me thither, and another 
of the diredors, diftributed fome cakes among 
them, which they had brought in their pockets. 
Thus the direftors think of their charge even at 
a diftance, and occupy themfelves with their 
happinefs. Good God ! there is then a country 
where the foul of the governor of an hofpital is 
not a foul of brafs ! 

Blacks are here mingled with the whites, and 
lodged in the fame apartments. This, to me, 
was an edifying fight ; it feemed a bahn to my 
foul. I faw a negro woman fpinning with ac- 
tivity 
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tivity by the fide of her bed. Her eyes feemcd 
to expeft from the dircdor a word of confolatioii 
— She obtained it ; and it feeaied to be heaven 
to her to hear him. I (hould have been more 
happy had it been for me to have fpoken this 
word: I (hould have added many more. Un- 
happy negroes ! how much reparation do we owe 
them for the evils we have occafioned them— 
the evils we ftill occafion them ! and they love 
us ! 

The happinefs of this negrefs was not equal 
to that which I faw fparkle on the vifage of a 
young blind girl, who feemed to leap for joy 
at the found of the direftor's voice.' He a(ked 
after her health : (he anfwered him with tran- 
fport. She was taking her tea by the fide of 
her little table— Her tea ! — My friend, you are 
aftoni(hed at this luxury in an hofpital— It is be- 
caufe there is humanity in its adminiftration, 
and the wretches are not crowded in here in 
heaps to be fiifled. They give tea to thofe 
whofe condudl is fatisfaftory ; and thofe who by 
their work are able to make fome favings, enjoy 
the fruits of their induftry. I remarked in this 
hofpital, that the women were much more nu- 
merous than the men ; and among the latter, I 
faw none of thofe hideous figures fo common in 
the hofpitals of Parisfigures on which you 

trace 
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trace the mark of crimes, mifery, and indolence. 
They have a decent appearance : many of them 
afked the director for their enlargement, which 
they obtained. 

But what refources have they on leaving this 
houfe? They have thdr hands^ anfwered the 
direftor, and they may find ufeful occupations. 
But the women, replied I, what can they do ? 
Their condition is not fo fortunate, faid he. In 
a town where fo many men are occupied in fo* 
reign commerce, the number of unhappy and 
diforderly females will be augmented. To pre- 
vent this inconvenience, it has been lately pro- 
pofed to form a new eftablifhment, which (hall 
give to girls of this defcription a ufeful occupa- 
tion, where the produce of the induftry of each 
perfon (hall be preferved and given to her on 
leaving the houfe; or, if (he (hould choofe to 
remain, (he (hall always enjoy the fruit of her 
own labour. 

This project will, without doubt, be exe- 
cuted ; for the Quakers are ingenious and perfe- 
vering when they have in view the fuccour of 
the unhappy. My friend, the author of this 
projeft is my conduftor* I fee him beloved and 
fcfp^fted, conftantly occupied in ufeful things ; 
and he is but thirty years of age! and is it 

aftonifliing 
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aftonifliing that I praife a feft which produces 
fuch prodigies ? 

On our return from the hofpital, we drank a 
bottle of cider. Coovpare this frugal repaft to 
the fumptuous feafts given by the fupcrintend- 
ants of the poor of London — by thofe humane 
infpeftors who aflemble to confult on making 
repairs to the amount of fix (hillings, and order 
a dinner for fix guineas. You never find among 
the Quakers thefe robberies upon indigence, 
thefe infamous treafons againfl beneficence. Blefs 
them, then, ye rich and poor: ye rich, becaufc 
their fidelity and prudence economife your mo-^ 
ney ; ye poor, becaufe their humanity watches 
over you without ceafing. 

The expenccs of this hofpital amount to about 
fivepence a day, money of Pennfylvania, for each 
penfionen You know that the beft adminiftered 
hofpital in Paris amounts to about fourteen pence 
like money a<-day ; and, what a difference in the 
treatment ! 
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LETTER XII. 

HOSPITALr FOR LUNATICS. 

'T^HIS is the hofpital fo juftly celebrated by 
M. de Crevecoeur, and which the humane 
Mr. Mazzei regards only as a curiofity fcarcely 
worth feeing. 

The building is fine, elegant, and well kept. 
I was charmed with tlfe clcanlinefs in the halls 
of the fick, as well as in the particular chambers. 
1 obferved the buft of Franklin in the library, 
and was told that this honour was rendered him 
as one of the principal founders of this inftitu- 
tion. The library is not numerous; but it is 
well chofen. The hall on the firft floor is 
appropriated to fick men : there were fix in it. 
About the fame number of fick women were in 
a like hall on the fccond floor. Thefe perfons 
appeared by no means miferable ; they feemed 
to be at home. I went below to fee the lunatics ; 
they were about fifteen, male and female. Each 
one has his cell, with a bed, a table, and a con- 
venient window with grates. Stoves are fixed ia 
the walls, to warm the cell in winter. 

There 
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There were no mad perforts among them. 
Moft of the patients are the vidims of religious 
melancholy, or of difappointed love. Thefe un- 
happy perfons are treated with the greateft ten- 
dernefs ; they are allowed to walk in the court ; 
are conftantly vifited by two phyficians. Dr. 
Rufli has invented a kind of fwing chair for 
their exercife. 

What a difference between this treatment and 
the atrocious regulations to which we condemn 
fuch wretches in France ! where they are rigo- 
roufly confined, and their diforders fcarcely ever 
fail to increafe upon them. The Turks, on the 
contrary, manifeft a lingular refpe^t to perfons 
infane: they are eager to adminifler food to 
them, to load them with carefies. Fools in that 
country are never known to be injurious ; where- 
as with us they arc dangerous, becaufe they arc 
unhappy. 

The view of thefe peribns afFedted me more 
than that of the fick. The laft of human mife- 
ries, in my opinion, is confinement ; and I can- 
not conceive how a lick peribn can be cured in 
prifon, for confinement itfelf is a continual ma- 
lady. The exercife of walking abroad, the view 
of the fields, the murmur of the rivulets, and 
the finging of birds, with the aid of vegetable 
diet, appear to me the beft means of curing in- 
VoL. I. N fanity. 
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faulty. It is true, that this method requires too 
many attendants ; and the impoffibility of fol- 
lowing it for the hofpital of Philadelphia, makes 
it neceffary to recur to locks and bars. But why 
do they place *thefe cells beneath the ground 
floor, expofed to the unwholefome humidity of 
the earth ? The enlightened and humane Dr. 
Rufh told me, that he had endeavoured for a 
long time, in vain, to introduce a change in this 
particular; and that this ho^ital was founded at a 
time when little attention was thought neceilary 
for the accommodation of fools. J obferved, that 
none of thefe fools were naked, or indecent ; a 
thing very common with us. Thcfc people pre- 
ferve, even in their folly, their primitive cha* 
rafl:eriftic of decency. 

I could not leave this place without being tor- 
mented with one bitter refleftion. — A man of 
the mod brilliant genius may here finifh his 
days. If Swift had not been rich, he had drag- 
ged out his lad moments in fuch an hofpital. 
O ye who watch over them, be gentle in your 
adminiftration ! —perhaps a benefaftor of the hu- 
man race has fallen under your care. 
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LETTER XIII. 

ON BENJAMIN FRANKLIN. 

npHANKS to Gfod he ftill exifts !-This great 
man, for fo many years the preceptor of 
the Americans, who fo glorioufly contributed to 
their independence, death had threatened his 
days ; but our fears are diffipated, and his health 
is reftored. I have juft been to fee him, and 
enjoy his converfation, in the midft of his books, 
which he ftill calls his beft friends. The pains 
of his cruel infirmity change not the ferenity of 
^ his countenance, nor the calmnefs of his conver- 
fation. If thefe appeared fo agreeable to our 
Frenchmen who enjoyed his friendfhip in Paris, 
how would they feem to them here, where no 
diplomatic fun£lions impofe upon him that mafk 
of referve which was fometimes fo chilling to 
his guefts. Franklin, furrounded by his family, 
appears to be one of thofe patriarchs whom hd 
has fo well defcribed, and whofe language he 
has copied with fuch fimple elegance. He feems 
one of thofe ancient philofophers who at times 
defcended from the fphere of his elevated genius, 

N 2 to 
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to inftru6t weak mortals, by accommodating 
himfelf to their feeblenefs. 1 have found in 
America a great number of enlightened poli- 
ticians and virtuous men; but I find none who 
appear to poffefs, in fo high a degree as Frank- 
lin, the charafteriftics of a real philofopher. 
You know him, my friend. A love for the 
human race in habitual exercife, an indefatigable 
«eal to fcrve them, extenfive information, fim- 
plicity of manners, and purity of morals; all 
thef? furnifti not marks of diftindlion fufficiently 
obfervablc between him and other patriot po- 
lilici^ns, unlefs we add another chara<fleriflic ; 
)t iSf that Franklin, m the midfl of the vafl: 
icene in which he aded fo diftinguilhed a part^ 
had his eyes fixed without ceafing on a more 
extenfive theatre — on heaven and a future life ; 
the only point of view which can fuftain, difin- 
^creit, and aggrandife man upon earth, and 
make him a true philofopher. All his life has 
bfeen but a continued fludy and pradice of phi- 
lofophy. 

/ I wifli to give you a iketch of it from fome 
trtits which I have been able to colled, as his 
hiftory has beien much dis6gured. This fleetch 
Biay ferve to redify fome of thofe falfc anecdotes 
which circulate in Europe. 
\ Franklin was born at Boflon, i^x lypSj the 

fifteenth 
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Ffteenth child of a man who was a dyer and i 
foap-boiler. He wilhed to bring up this fon td 
his own trade; but the lad took an invincible 
diflike to it, preferring even the life of a failor. 
The father difliking this choice, placed him am 
apprentice with an elder fon, who was a printer^ 
and publilhed a newfpaper. 

• Three traits of character, difplayed at that 
edrly period, might have giVen an idea of the 
extraordinary genius which he was afterwards 
to difcover. r 

The puritanic auftcrity which at that time 
predominated in Maflachufetts, imprefled the 
mind of young Benjamin ki a manner more^obi 
lique than it had done that of his father. The 
old man was in the praftice of making long 
prayers and benediftions before all his meals. 
One day, at the beginning of winter, when he 
was falting his meat, and laying in his prpvk 
fions for the feafon, " Father,'* fays the boy> 
^* it would be a great faving of time, if you 
would fay grace over all thefe barrels of meat at 
once, and let that fuffiee for the winter.^ 

Soon after he went to live with his brother he 
began to addrefs pieces to him for his paper, lA 
a difguifed hand- writing. Thefe effays were 
univerfally admired : his brother became jealous 
of him, and endeavoured by ftvere treatment 

N 3 to 
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to cramp his genius. This obliged him foon to 
quit his fervice, and go to feek his fortune at 
New York. 

Benjamin had read a treatife of Dr. Try on on 
the Pythagorean regimen ; and, fully convinced 
by its reafoning, he abftained from the ufe of 
meat for a long time, and became irreconcileabic 
to it until a cod-fi(h, which he caught in the 
open Tea, and found its flomach full of little fi(hf 
overturned his whole fyftem. He concluded, 
that (ince the fifhes eat each other, men might 
very well feed upon other animals. This Py- 
thagorean diet was economical to the printer's 
boy : it faved him fome money to lay out for 
books; and reading was the firft and conftant 
paffion of his life. 

Having left his father's houfe without recom- 
mendation, and almoft without money, depend- 
ing only upon himfelf, but always confident in his 
own judgment, and rejoicing in his independ- 
ence, he became the fport of accidents, which 
ferved rather to prove him than to difcourage 
him. Wandering in the ftreets of Philadelphia, 
with only five (hillings in his pocket, not known 
to a perfon in the town, eating a cruft of bread, 
and quenching his thirft in the waters of the 
Delaware, who could have difcerned in this 
wretched labourer one of the future legiflators 

of 
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of America, one of the fathers of modern philo- 
fbphy, and an ambaliador covered with glory in 
the moft wealthy, the mod powerful, and the 
moft enlightened country in the world ? Who 
could have believed that France, that Europe, 
would one day ere£l ftatues to that man who 
had not where to lay his head ? 

This circumftance reminds me of a (imilar one 
of Rouffeau: — Having for his whole fortune fix 
liards; harafied with fatigue, and tormented 
with hunger; he hefitated whether he ihould 
iacrifice this little piece to his repofe, or to his 
ilomach. He decided the confliA by purchafing 
a piece of bread, and religning himfelf to fleep 
in the open air. In this abandonment of nature 
and men> he ft ill enjoyed the one, and defpifed 
the other. The Lyonefe, who difdained Rouf- 
feau becaufe he was ill drefled, has died un- 
known; while altars are now eredted to the 
man ill drelTed. Thefe examples ought to con- 
fole men of genius, whom fortune may reduce 
to the neceffity of ftniggling againft want. Ad- 
verfity but forms them, and perfevcrance will 
bring its reward. 

Arriving at Philadelphia did not finiOi the 
misfortunes of Benjamin Franklin. He was 
there deceived and difappointed by governor 
Keith, who, by fine promifes for his future efta-. 

N 4 blifhment, 
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blifliment, which he never realised, inddced 
him to embark for London, where he arrived 
without money and without recommendations* 
Happily he knew how to procure fubfiftence. 
His talent for the prefs, in which no perfon ex- 
celled hitn, fbon gave him occupation. His fru<«* 
gality, the regularity of his condud, and the 
good fenfe of his converlation^ procured him the 
edeem of his comrades ; his reputation in this 
refpeft eitifted for fifty years afterwards in the 
printing-offices in London. 

An employment proctiifed him by a Mr. Der* 
ham recalled him to his country in 1726, when 
fortune put him to another proof. His protestor 
died ; and Franklin was obliged, for fubfiftence, 
ta have recourfe again to the prefs. He found 
the means foon afterwards to eftablifli a print- 
ing-prefs himfelf, and to publifli a gazette. At 
this period began his good fuGcefs, which never 
afterwards abandoned him. He married a Mifs 
Read, to whom he was attached by a long 
friend(hip, and who merited all his eAeem. She 
partook of his enlarged and beneficent ideas, 
and was the model of a virtuous wife and a good 
neighbour. 

Having arrived at this degree of independr 
ence, Franklin had leifure to purfue his fpecula- 
tions for the good of the public. His gazette 

furniflied 
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furnilhed him with the regular and confbnt 
means of inftrudling his fellow citizens. He 
made this gazette the principal obje^ of his at* 
tention i fo that it acquired a vaft reputatioo^ 
was read through the whole country, and may 
be confidered. as having contributed much to 
perpetuate in Pennfylvania thofc excellent mot 
j^i;; rals which flill diftinguifh that State. 

I poflefs one of thele gazettes, compofed bj 
him, and printed at his prefs. It is a precious 
relique, a monument which I wifh to prefervc 
with reverence, to teach men to blufli at the 
• prejudice which makes them defpifc the ufcful 
and important profeffion of the editor of dailj 
papers. Men of this profeflion, among a free 
people, are their firft preceptors, and beft friends} 
and when they unite talents with patnotifm and 
philofophy, when they fcrve as the canal fof 
tommunicating truths, for diflipating prejudices^ 
and removing thofe hatreds which prevent the 
human race from uniting together in one great 
family, thefe men are the curates, the mifiion<» 
aries, the angels deputed from heaven for the 
happinefs of men. 

Let it not be faid, in ridicule of this profeffion, 
that an ill ufe is fometimes made of it, for the 
defence of vice, of defpotifm, of errors. I^all 

wc 
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wc profcribc eloquence and the ufe of fpecch^ 
bccaufe wicked men poffcfs them ? 

But a work which contributed ftill more to 
diffufe in America the pradlice of frugality, 
economy, and good morals, was Poor RicharcTs 
Almanack. You are acquainted with it ; it had 
a great reputation in France, but flill more in 
America. Franklin continued it for twenty-five 
years, and fold annually more than ten thoufand 
copies. In this work, the moft weighty truths 
are delivered in the fimpleft language, and fuited 
to the comprchenfion of all the world. 

In 1736 Franklin began his public career. 
He was appointed Secretary of the General Af« 
fembly of Pennfylvania, and continued in that 
emplojrment for many years. 

In 1737 the Englifli government confided to 
him the adminiftration of the general pofl-office 
in America. He made it at once lucrative to 
the revenue, and ufeful to the inhabitants. It 
ferved him particularly to extend everywhere 
his ufeful gazettes. 

Since that epoch not a year has pailed with- 
out his propofing, and carrying into execution, 
fome projed ufeful to the colonies. 

To him are owing the companies of afTurancc 
againft fire; companies fo necelTary in countries 

where 
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where houfes are built with wood, and where 
fires completely ruia individuals ; while, on the 
contrary, they are difaftrous in a country where 
fires are not frequent, and not dangerous. 

To him is owing the eflablifhment of the 
Philofophical Society at Philadelphia, its library, 
its unlverfity, its hofpitals, &c. 

Franklin, perfuaded that information could 
not be extended but by firft collecting it, and by 
affembling men who were likely to poffefs it, 
was always extremely ardent to encourage lite* 
rary and political clubs. In one of thefe clubs, 
which he founded, the following queflions were 
put to the candidate : — 

** Do you love all men, of whatever reli^oa 
they may be ? Do you believe that we ought to 
perfecute or decry a man for mere fpeculative 
opinions, or for his mode of worfhip ? Do you 
love truth for its own fake ? and will you em* 
ploy all your efforts to difcover it, and to make 
it known to others ?" 

Obferve, again, the fpirit of this club in the 
queflions put to the members at their meetings. 
— " Know you any citizen who has lately beea 
remarkable for his induftry ? Know you in what 
the Society can be ufeful to its brethren, and to 
all the human race ? Is there any Aranger ar« 
rived in town ? In what can the Society be ufe- 
ful 
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ful to him ? Is there tny young perfon b^gin* 
ning bufinefs, who wants encouragement ? Have 
you obferved any diefe^s in the hew adls of the 
legiflature, which can be remedied ? How canf 
thie Society be ufeful to you ?** 
. The attention which he paid to thefe inftitu- 
tions of literature and humanity, did not divert 
him from his public fundiotts, nor from his 6x« 
periments in natural philofophy. 
, His labours on thefe fubjedls are well known ; 
I (hall therefore not fpeak of them, but confine 
wyfelf to a faft which has been little remarked ; 
it is, that Franklin always directed his labours to 
that kind of public utility which, without pro-* 
curing any great eclat to its author, produces 
great advantage to the citizens at large. It is to 
this popular tafte, which charadlerifed him, that 
we owe the invention of his ekftrical condudl-f 
ors, his econoniical ftoves^ his diilertations, 
truly philofbphical, on the means of preventing 
chimneys from fmoking, on the advantages of 
copper roofs to houfes, the eftablifhment of fo 
many paper-mills in Pennfylvania*, &c. 

♦ Dr. Franklin told me, that he had eftablifhed about eighteen^ 
ptper-mills. His grandfon, Mr. T. Franklin, will doubtlefs 
publifli a coIIe<9:ion of his ufeful letters on the falutary or per- 
nicious efftSts of diflFerent procefles in the arts. Thefe letters 
are fcattercd in the American gazt;ttes. The collculion o| t^ecu 
vould be curious. 

* * The 
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. The circumftances of his political career are 
like wife known to you ; I therefore pafs them 
over in filence. But«I ought not to omit to 
mention his conduct during the war of 1755. 
At that period he enjoyed a great reputation in 
the Englifh colonies. In 1754 he was appointed 
one of the members of iUp famous Congrefa 
which was held at Albany : the objeft of which 
was to take the ueceflary meafures to prevent the 
invafion of the French. He prefented to that 
Congrefs an excellent p/an of union and deftncey. 
which was adopted by that body^ but it was re- 
jeded in London by the department for the co- 
loniesy under the pretext that it was too demo* 
cratical. It is probable that, had this plan bcea 
purfued, the colonies would not have been ra* 
vaged by the dreadful war which followed* 
During this war, Franklin pferforraicd many ixn* 
portant funftions. At one time he was fent to 
cover the frontiers, to raifc troops, build forts^ 
&c. You then fee him contefting with the go- 
vernor, to force him to give his confeat to a Uii' 
taxing the family of Penn, who were pcoprie«: 
tors of one-third of the lands of Pennfylvahiai^ 
and refufed to pay taxes* He then was fent de^r 
puty to London, where he was. fucc^isful isu 
fupportmg the caufe of the colony in tjje Privy 
Council againil that powerful family. .} 

. The 
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The fupcrior (kill and management which he 
difcovered in thefe ncgociations, were the fore- . 
runners of the more ind^rtant fuccefs which 
attended him during the war of independence^ 
when he was fent ambaffador to France. 

On his final return to his country, he obtain-' 
cd all the honours which his important fervices 
merited. His great age, and his infirmities, have 
compelled him at laft to renounce his public ca- 
reer, which he has run with fo much glory. 
He lives retired, with his family, in a houfe 
which he has built on the fpot where he firll: 
landed, (ixty years before, and where he found 
himfelf wandering without a home, and with- 
out acquaintance. In this houfe he has efta- 
blifhed a printing-prefs and a type-foundery. 
From a printer he had become ambailador ; from 
this he has now returned to his beloved prefs, 
and is forming to this precious art his grandfon, 
Mr. Bache. He has placed him at the head of 
an enterprife which will be infinitely ufeful ; it 
18 a complete edition of all the clafiic authors, 
that is, of all thofe moral writers whofe works 
ought to be the manual for men who wifh to 
gain inftru6libn, and make themfelves happy by 
doing good to others. 

It is in the midft of thefe holy occupations 

that this great man waits for death with tran- 

5 quillity* 



<c 



UNITED STATES OF AMERICA. '19I 

quillity. You will judge of his philofophy on 
this point, which is the touchftone of philofo-^ 
phy, by the following letter, written thirty 
years ago on the death of his brother John 
Franklin, addrefied to Mrs. Hubbard, his daugh<% 
ter- in-law. 



** My dear child, 
I AM grieved with you ; we have loft a 

* friend, who to us was very dear, and very 

* precious. But it is the will of God and of 
^ nature that thefe mortal bodies (hould be laid 

* afide when the foul is ready to enter into real 

* life; for this life is but an embryo ftate, a pre- 
^ paration for life. A man is not completely 
^ born until he is dead. Shall we complain ^ 
^ then, that a new-born has taken his place 

* among the immortals ? We are fpirits. It is 
^ a proof of the goodnefs of God, that our bo-- 

* dies are lent us fo long as they can be ufeful 

* to us in receiving pleafure, in acquiring know- 

* ledge, or in doing good to our fellow-crea- 

* tures ; and he gives a new proof of the fame 

* goodnefs in delivering us from our bodies, 

* when, inftead of pleafure, they caufe us pain; 

* when, inftead of aiding others, we become 
' chargeable to them. Death is then a blefling 

* from Gpd ; we ourfelves often prefer a partial 

" death 
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** death to a continued pain ; it is thus that wo 
^* confent to the aniputation of a limb when it 
** cannot be reftored to life. On quitting our 
•* bodies, we are delivered from all kinds of pain. 
** Our friend and we arc invited to a party of 
•* pleafurc which will endure eternally : he has 
•* gone firft; why (hould we regret it, fince we 
** are fo foon to follow, and we know where we 
^aretomcet?'* 



APPENDIX TO THE PRECEDING CHAPTER, 
WRITTEN IN DECEMBER, I79O. 

FRANKLIN has enjoyed^ this year, the 
bleffing of death, for which he waited fo long a 
time. I will here repeat the refleftions which I 
printed in my Gazette of the 13th of June laft, 
on this event, and on the decree of the National 
Aflcmbly on this occafion. 

I will introduce them with the difcourfe of 
M. Mirabeau in that aflembly. 
** Gentlemen, 

" Franklin- is dead — he has returned to the 
•* bofom of God — the genius who has liberated * 
** America, and (hed over Europe the torrents 
" of his light ! 

** The fage of two worlds— the man for 
*• whom the hiftory of fciences and the hiftory 

JL "of 
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•' of empires contend, (hould doubtlcfe hold aft 
** elevated rank in the human race, 

•^ Too long have political cabinets been ac- 
** cuftomcd to i>otify the death of tbofe who are 
*' great only in their funeral potiip; too long haS 
** the etiquette of courts proclaimed hypocritical 
^' mourning. Nations ought to mourn only fof 
^* their benefaftors; the reprefentatives of na- 
** tions ought to recommend to their homage 
*• nbne but the heroes of humanity. 

•* The Cdngrefs has ordiined a nwurniag of 
^* two months for the death of Franklin ; and 
'* America, at this moment, is rendering this 
*• tribute of veneration to one of the fathers of 
** her conftitution. 

** Would it not be worthy of you. gentlemen, 
•* to join them in this truly religious aft, to 
*' participate in this homage rendered in the face 
*' of the univerfe to the rights of men, to the 
^* philofopher, who has contributed the moft to 
*' extend their empire over the face of the 
•* earth ? 

** Antiquity would have raifcd altars to that 
*' powerful genius, who, for the l^cnefit of men, 
•* embracing heaven and earth, could have 
*' curbed the thunders of the one, and the ty- 
*^ rants of the other. Europe, enlightened and 
*^ free, owes at leaft a teftimony of gratitude to 

Vol. I. O •' the 
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•* the greatcft man that ever adorned philofopby 
*• and liberty ! 

" I propofe that it be decreed, that the Na- 
** tional Aflcmbly go into mourning three days 
V for Benjamin Franklin." 

The Aflembly received with acclamation, and 
decreed with unanimity, the propofal of M. 
Mirabeau. 

The honour thus done to the memory of 
J'ranklin will rcfleft glory on the National Af- 
fembly. It will give an idea of the immenfe 
difference between this legiflature and other po- 
litical bodies; for, how many prejudices muft 
have been vanquiftied, before France could bring 
her homage to the tomb of a man, who, from 
the ftation of a journeyman printer, had raifed 
himfclf to the rank of legiflator, and contributed 
to place his country on a footing among the 
great powers of the earth. 

This fublime decree was pronounced, not 
only without hefitation, but with that enthu- 
(iafm which is infpired by the name of a great 
man, by the regret of having loft him, by the 
duty of doing honour to his afties, and by the 
hope, that rendering this honour may give rife 
to like virtues and like talents in others. And, 
oh ! may this Aflbmbly, penetrated with the 
greatnefs of the homage which (he has rendered 

to 
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to genius, to virtue, to the pure love of liberty 
and humanity; may flie never tarnifti this 
homage, by yielding to the folicitations of men 
who may wifli to obtain the fame honours for 
the manes of ambitious individuals, who, mif^ 
taking art for genius, obfcure conception for 
profound ideas, the defire of abafing tyrants for 
the love of humanity, the applaufe of a volatile 
people for the veneration of an enlightened 
world, may think proper to afpire to the honour 
of a national mourning. 

This hope (hould doubtlefs infpire the man of 
genius, the man of worth ; but ye who fincercly 
indulge the wifh to place yourfelves by the fide 
of Franklin, examine his life, and have the 
courage to imitate him. Franklin had genius : 
but he had virtues; he was good, (imple, and 
modeft ; he had not that proud afperity in dif- 
pute which repulfes with difdain the ideas of 
others; he liftened — he had the art of liftening— 
he anfwered to the ideas of others, and not to 
his own. 

I have fccn him attending patiently to young 
people, who, full of frivolity and pride, were 
eager to make a parade before him of fome fu* 
perficial knowledge of their own. He knew 
how to eftimate them ; but he would not hu« 
miliate them, even by a parade of goodnefs. 

O % Placing 
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Placing hitnfelf at once on a level with •them, 
he would anfwer without having the air of in* 
flru£ling them. He knew that inftruSion in' 
its pompous apparel was forbidding. Franklin 
had knowledge, but it was for thfe people; he 
was always grieved at their ignorance, and made 
it his conftant duty to etilighten them. He 
ftudied for ever to leflen the price of books, in 
order to multiply them. In a word, genius, 
'fimplicity, goodnefs, tolerance, indefatigable la- 
bour, and love for the people — thefe form the 
charafter of Franklin ; and thefe you muft unite, 
if you wifh for a name like his. 



LETTER XIV. 

STEAM-BOAT REFLECTIONS ON THE CHA- 
RACTER OF THE AMERICANS, AND THE 
ENGLISH. 

Sept. I, 1788. 

T BREAKFASTED with Samuel Ameland, 
one of the richeft and moft beneficent of the 
Society of Friends. He is a pupil of Anthony 
Benezet; he fpeaks of him with enthufiafm, 
and treads in his fteps. He takes an aftive part 
in every ufcful inftitution, and rejoices in the oc- 

cafion 
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cafion of doing good j he loves the French na» 
tion, and fpeaks their language. He treats me 
with the greateft friendftiip ; offers me his houfe, 
his horfes, and his carriage. On leaving him I 
went to fee an experiment, near the Delaware, 
on a boat, the objeft of which is to afcend rivers 
againft the current. The inventor was Mn 
Fitch, who had found a company to fupport the 
expence. One of the moft zealous aflbciates h 
Mr. Thornton, of whom I have fpoken. Thi$ 
invention was difputed between Mr. Fitch and 
Mr. Rumfey of Virginia*. However it be, the 
machine which I faw appears well executed, 
and well adapted to the dclign. The fleam- 
engine gives motion to three large oars of con- 

♦ Since writing this letter, I have fecn Mr. Rumfey in 
England. He is a man of great ingenuity, and, by the ex- 
planation which he has given me, it appears that his difcovcry, 
though founded on a fwiiilar principle with that of Mr. Fitch, 
is very different from it, and far more fimplc in its execution. 
Mr. Rumfey propofed then (Feb. 1789) to build a veflel which 
(hould go to America by the help only of the fteam-cngine, 
and without fails. It was to make the paflage in fifteen days. 
I perceive with pain that he has not yet executed his projeft; 
which, when executed, will introduce into commerce as great 
a change as the difcovery of the Cape of Good Hope. 

Author. 

The tranflator is informed that Mr. Rumfey is purfuing his 
operations with greater vigour, and more extenfivc expejla- 
tions, than ever, 

O 3 fiderable 
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fidcrablc force, which were to give fixty ftrokes 
per minute. 

I doubt not but, phyfically fpeaking, this ma- 
chine may produce part of the efFefts which are 
cxpefted from it : but I doubt its utility in com- 
merce; for, not with ftauding the affurances of 
the undertakers, it muft require many men to 
manage it, and much expence in repairing the 
damages occafioned by the violence and multi- 
plicity of the friflion. Yet I will allow, that if 
the movements can be (implified, and the ex- 
pence leffened, the invention may be ufeful in a 
country where, labour is dear, and where the 
borders of rivers are not acceffible, like thofe in 
France, by horfes to draw the boats. This idea 
was confoling to Dr. Thornton, whom I faw 
aflailed by railleries on account of thtjleam-boat. 
Thefe railleries appear to me very ill placed. 
The obftacles to be conquered by genius are 
everywhere fo confiderable, the encouragement 
fo feeble, and the neceffity of fupplying the 
want of hand-labour in America fo evident, that 
r cannot, without indignation, fee the Americans 
difcou raging, by their farcafms, the generous 
efforts of one of their fellow-citizens. 

When will men be reafonable enough to en- 
courage each other by their mutual aid,* and in- 
creafe the general ftock of public good by mu- 
4 tual 
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tual mildncfs and benevolence ? It is for re- 
publics to fet the example: you fee more of if 
in America than elfewhere ; it is vifibly taking 
root, and extending itfelf there. You do not 
find among the Americans that concealed pride 
which acquits a benefit, and difpenfes with gra- 
titude ; that felfifh rudenefs which makes of the 
£ngli(h a nation by themfelves, and enemies to 
all others. You will, however, find fometimes 
veftiges of their indifference for other people, 
and their contempt for ftrangers who travel 
among them. For example, a flranger in a fo-* 
ciety of Americans, if he has the misfortune not 
to fpeak their language, is fometimes left alone; 
no perfon takes notice of him. This is a breach 
of humanity, and a negleft of their own in* 
tereft ; of humanity, becaufe confolation is due 
to a man diflant from his friends, and his ordi- 
nary means of amufement ; of their own inte- 
reft, becaufe ftrangers, difgufted with this treat- 
ment, haften to quit the country, and to preju- 
dice others againft it. 

I fay that this inattention to ftrangers is above 
all remarkable in the Englifh. I do not think 
that I am deceived ; I have lived long among 
them, and am generally accufed of too much 
partiality for them. This fame fault is obfervablc 
in the Englifh iflands. I have remarked it in 

O 4 many 
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many of them; and I fear that the vices in gc^ 
neral of the inhabitants of the iilands will corrupt 
the Americans, who appear to me remarkably 
fond of extending their connexion with them* 
I beard one of them put the following queftion 
to feveral Americans, at a review of the volun- 
teers of Philadelphia: " Can you tell me whe- 
ther thcfe brave officers are barbers or cobblers ?*' 
This vulgar pleafantry difcovers the man of 
prejudice, the infolent and bafe European, thq 
valet of a defpot. Such railleries tend to deftroy 
that idea of equality which is the bafis of re- 
publics. 

But why do not men of fcnfe, who are wit- 
neffes of thefe follies, refute them with vigour? 
Why that cowardly fupplencfs which is deco- 
rated with the name of politenefs? Is it not 
evident that it hardens the corrupted man, and 
fuffers to grow up in feeble minds prejudices 
which one vigorous attack would deftroy ? 



LETTER 
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I^ETTER XV. 

THE SOCIETY OF AGRICULTURE— THE; 

LIBRARY. 

Sept. 2, 1788. 

T WAS prefent at a meeting pf the AgricuJ-* 
tural Society. Jt is not of Jong flanding, but 
is nunierous, and poflefles a copfiderable fund. 
If fuch a fociety ought to rcqeive enpourage* 
ment in any country, it is ia this. Agriculture 
is the firft pillar of this State ; and though you 
find many good farmers here, yet the great mafs 
of them want information ; and this information 
can only be procured by the union of men well 
verfed in theory and pra<3:ice. 

The fubje<3: of this meeting was an important 
one. The papillon, or worm, called I'be HeJJian 
Fly^ had, for feveral years, ravaged the wheat 
in many parts of the United States. The King 
of England, fearing that this infe£t might pafs 
into his ifland, had juft prohibited the importa- 
tion of the American wheat. The Supreme 
Executive Council of Pennfylvania, in order to 
counteradl the efFefts of this prohibition, by 
8 gaining 
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gaining infornnation on the fubjeft, applied to 
the Society of Agriculture; they defired to know 
if this infed attacked the grain, and whether it 
was poflible to prevent its ravages. 

Many farmers prefent at this meeting, from 
their own experience, and that of their neigh- 
bours and correfpondents, declared that the in- 
feft depofited its eggs, not in the ear, but in the 
ftalk ; fo that they were well convinced, that, 
on threlhing the wheat, there could be nothing 
to fear that the eggs would mix with the grain ; 
and confequently they could not be communi- 
cated with the grain. 

Mr. Polwell, and M. Griffiths, prefidcnt and 
fccretary of this fociety , do equal hpnour to it ; 
the one by the neatnefs of his compofition, and 
the elegance of his ftyle ; the other, by his inde- 
fatigable zeal. 

Among the ufeful inftitutions which do ho- 
nour to Philadelphia you diftinguifh the public 
library; the origin of which is owing to the ce- 
lebrated Franklin. It is fupported by fubfcrip- 
tion. The price of entrance into this fociety 
is ten pounds. Any perfon has the privilege of 
borrowing books. Half of the library is gene- 
mlly in the hands of readers; and I obferved 
with pleafure that the books were much worn 
by ufc. 

At 
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At the fide of this library is a cabinet of na- 
tural hiftory. I obferved nothing curious in it, 
but an enormous thigh-bone, and fome teeth as 
enormous, found near the Ohio, in a mals of 
prodigious bones, which nature feems to have 
thrown together in thofe ages whofe events are 
covered from the eye of hiftory by an impene- 
trable veil. 



LETTER XVI. 

ON THE MARKET OP PHILADELPHIA. 

Sept. 3, 1788. 

TF there exifts, fays Franklin, an Atheift itx 
the univerfe, he would be converted on fee- 
ing Philadelphia — on contemplating a town 
where every thing is fo well arranged. If an 
idle man fhould come into exiftcnce here, on 
having conftantly before his eyes the three ami- 
able fitters, Wealth, Science, and Virtue, the 
children of Induftry and Temperance, he would 
foon find himfelf in love with them, and en- 
deavour to obtain them from their parents. 

Such are the ideas oftered to the mind on a 
market-day at Philadelphia. It is, without con- 

tradiAion^ 
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tradidlion, one of the fineft in the univerfe. Va- 
riety and abundance in the articles, order in the 
didributipn, good faith and tranquillity in the 
trader, are all here united. One of the eflential 
beauties of a market is cleanlinefs in the pro*^ 
vifions, and in thofe who fell them. Cleanli- 
nefs is confpicuous here in every thing; even 
meat^ whofe afpedt is more or lefs difgufting in 
other markets, here ftrikes your eyes agreeably. 
The fpeftator is not tormented with the fight of 
little ftreams of blood, which infedl the air, and 
foul the ftreets. The women who brins: the 
produce of the country are drefled with de- 
cency ; their vegetables and fruits are neatly ar- 
ranged in handfome well-made balkets. Every 
thing is affembled here, the produce of the 
country, and the works of induftry; flefli, fifli, 
fruits, garden-feedSf pottery, iron ware, (hoes, 
trays, buckets extremely well made, &c. The 
ftranger is never wearied in contemplating this 
multitude of men and women movinjg and 
crofling in every diredtion, without tumult or 
injury. You would fay, that it was a market of 
brothers, that it was a rendezvous of philofophers, 
of the pupils of the filent Pythagoras; for filence 
reigns without interruption : you hear none of 
ihQfe piercing cries lb common ehewhere; each 
9nc fells, bargains, anid buys in filcnce. The 

carts 
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carts and horfcs which have brought in the fup- 
plies are peaceably arranged in the next ftreet, in 
the order in which they arrive; when di fen^ 
gaged, they move off in filence: no quarrels 
among the carmen and the porters. A'^ou fee 
none of our fools and macaronies galloping with 
loofe reins in the ftreets. Thefcare the aftonifh- 
ing efFeds of habit; a habit infpired by the 
Quakers, who planted morals in this country; a 
habit of doing every thing with tranquillity and 
with reafon; a habit of injuring no perfbn, and 
of having no need of the interpofition of the 



maijiftrate. 



To maintain order in fuch a market in France 
would require four judges and a dozen foldiers^ 
Here the law has no need of mulkets ; education 
and morals have done every thing. Two clerks 
of the police walk in the market. If they fuf- 
peft a pound of butter of being light, they 
weigh it : if light, it is feized for the ufe of the 
hofpital. 

You fee here the fathers of families so to 
market. It was formerly fo in France: their 
wives fucceeded to them ; thinking themfelvcs 
diflionoured by the talk, they have refigned it 
to the fervants. Neither economy nor morals 
have gained any thing by this change. 

The price of bread is from one penny to two- 
pence 
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pence the pound, beef and mutton from two- 
pence to fourpence, veal from one penny to 
twopence; hay from twenty to thirty (hillings 
the ton ; butter from fourpence to fixpence the 
pound ; wood from feven to eight (hillings the 
cord. Vegetables are in abundance, and cheap. 
Wines of Europe, particularly thofe of France, 
are cheaper here than anywhere elfe. I have 
drank the wine of Provence, faid to be made by 
M. Bergaffe, at ninepence the bottle ; but the 
taverns are extremely dear. Articles of luxury 
are expenfive: a hair-dreffer cofts you eight- 
pence a-day, or twelve (hillings the month, I 
hired aone-horfe chaife three days; it coft me 
three louis d*ors. 



LETTER 
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LETTER XVIL 

GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA— A 
FARM OWNED BY A FRENCHMAN. 

Sept. 6, 1788. 

T HAD made an acquaintance at New York 
with General Miflin, who was then Speaker 
of the Houfe of Reprefentatives at Pennfyl- 
vania. I met him again at Philadelphia. His 
charader was well drawn by M. de Chaftellux. 
He is an amiable, obliging man ; full of aftivity, 
and very popular. He fills his place with dig- 
nity and firmnefs ; an enemy to artifice and dif- 
guife; he is frank, brave, difinterefted, and 
warmly attached to democratic principles. He 
is no longer a Quaker : having taken arms, he 
was forced to quit the Society ; but he flill pro- 
fefles a great efteem for that fed, to which his 
wife has always remained faithful. The General 
had the complaifance to conduft me one day to the 
General Affembly. I faw nothing remarkable 
in it : the building is far from that magnificence 
attributed to it by the Abbe Raynal: it is cer- 
tainly a fine building when compared with the 

other 



V 
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Other edifices of Philadelphia ; but it cannot be 
put in competition with thofe public buildings 
which we call fine in Europe. 

There were about fifty members prefent, 
fcated on chairs enclofed by a baluftrade. Be- 
hind the baluftrade is the gallery for fpeftators. 
A Petit Maitrej who ftiould fall fuddenly from 
Paris into this Affembly, would undoubtedly 
find it ridiculous. He would fcofF at the fim- 
plicity of their cloth coats, and, in fome cafes, 
at the negligence of their toilettes; but every 
man who thinks will defire that this fimplicity 
may for ever remain, and become univerfal. They 
pointed out to me, under one of thefe plain 
coats, a farmer by the name of Findley, whofe 
eloquence difplays the greateft talents. 

The eftate of General Miflin, where we went 
to dine, is five miles from town, by the falls of 
the Skuylkill. Thefe falls are formed by a con* 
fiderable bed of rocks : they are not perceivable 
when the water of the river is' high. The Ge- 
neral's houfe enjoys a moft romantic profpeft. 
This route prefents the vcftigcs of many houfes 
burnt by the Englifh, who had likewife deftroy- 
cd all the trees, and left tlie country naked. 

I faw at General Miflin's an old Quaker, who 
(hook me by the hand with the more pleafure, 
as he faid he found in my air a rcfemblance of 

Anthony 
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Anthony Benezet. Other Quakers told me the 
fame thing. ' There is no great vanity in citing 
this fact, when I recolleft what M. de Chaftel- 
lux fays of his figure; but he had eyes of good- 
nefsand humanity. 

Springmill, wherg I went to fleep, is a ham- 
let eight miles up the Skuylkill. The beft 
houfe in it is occupied by Mr. L. a Frenchman. 
It enjoys the moft fubiime profpect that you 
can imagine. It is fituated on a hill. On the 
fouth-eaft, the Skuylkill flows at its foot through 
a magnificent channel between two mountains 
covered with wood. On the banks you per- 
ceive fome fcattering houfes and cultivated 
fields. 

The foil is here compofed of a great quantity 
of talc, granit, and a yellow gravel ; fome places 
a very black earth. In the neighbourhood are 
quarries of marble of a middling finenefs, of 
which many chimney-pieces are made. 

I (hall give you fome details refpedling this 
Frenchman's farm ; they will (hew you the 
manner of living among cultivators here, and 
they mny l^ ufeful to any of our friends who 
may wifli to eftabli(h themfelves in this coun- 
try. Obfervations on the manner of' extending 
cafe and hapr/inefs among men, arc, in the eyes 
of the philulbphcr, as valuable as thofe which 
Vol. I. P teach 
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teach the art of afiaflinating them. The houfc 
of Mr. L. is very well built of ftorte, two ftoriea 
high, with five or fix fine chambers in each 
flory. From the two gardens, formed like an 
amphitheatre, you enjoy that fine profpedl 
above mentioned. Thefe gardens are well cul* 
tivated, and contain a great quantity of bee- 
hives. 

A highway feparates the houfe from the farm. 
He keeps about twenty horned cattle, and ten 
or twelve horfes. The fituation of things on 
this farm, prov^es how little is to be feared from 
theft and robbery in this country ; every thing 
is left open, or inclofed without locks. His farm 
confifts of two hundred and fifty acres; of 
which the greater part is in wood; the reft is in 
wheat, Indian corn, buck-wheat, and meadow. 
He (hewed me about an acre of meadow, from 
which he has already taken this year eight tons 
•of hay : he calculates, that, including the third 
Cutting, this acre will produce him this year ten 
pounds. His other meadows are lefs manured, 
and lefs produftive. 

Mr. L. recounted to me fome of his paft 
misfortunes— I knew them before — He was the 
viftim of the perfidy of an intendant of Guada- 
loupe, who, to fupprefs the proofs of his own 
accomplicity in a clandeftine commerce, tried to 
8 . deftroy 
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deftroy him by imprifonment, by aflaflination, 
and by poifon. Efcaped from thefe. perfccu- 
tions, Mr. L. enjoys fafety at Springmill; but 
he does not enjoy happinefs. He is alone ; and 
what is a farmer without his wife and family ? 

He pays from five to fix pounds taxes for 
all his property, confifting of an hundred and 
twenty acres of wood land, eighty acres of ara* 
ble, twenty-five acres of meadow, three acres 
of garden, a great houfe, feveral fmall houfes for 
his fervants, his barns, and his cattle. By this 
fa£l, you may judge of the exaggerations of the 
detractors of the United States on the fubjeft of 
taxes. Compare this with what would be paid 
in France for a like property. Mr. L. has at- 
tempted to cultivate the vine : he has planted a 
vineyard near his houfe, on a fouth-eaft ex- 
pofure, and it fucceeds very well. 

It is a remark to be made at every ftep in 
America, that vegetation is rapid and ftrong. 
The peach-tree, for example, grows faft, and 
produces fruit in great quantities. Within one 
month after you have cut your wheat, you 
would not know your field; it is covered with 
grafs, very high, and very thick. 

It will be a long time, however, before the 

vine can be cultivated to profit in America: 

j/fr/?, bccaufe labour is dear, and the vine re- 

P 2 quires 
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quires vaft labour*; fecondly^ becaufe the wines 
of Europe will be for. a long time cheap iii 
America. Mr. L. furnifhed me with the proof 
of this. He gave me fome very good Noufillon, ' 
which coft him, by the (ingle bottle, only eight*- 
pence; and I know that this fame wine, at firft 
hand, coft fivepence or fixpence. 

We ought to regard the birds as a great dif- 
couragement to the culture of the vine in Ame- 
rica. You often fee immenfe clouds of black- 
birds, which, fettling on a vineyard, would de- 
ftroy it in an inflant. 

I have already mentioned, that the paftures 
and fields in America are inclofed with barriers 
of wood, or fences. Thefe, when made of rails 
lupported by pofts, as above defcribed, are ex- 
penfive, efpecially in the neighbourhood of great 
towns, where wood is dear. Mr. L. thinks it 
beft to replace them by ditches fix feet deep, of 
which he throws the earth upon his meadows, 
and borders the fides with hedges; and thus 

♦ In Orleannois, the whole operation of cultivating the 
vine, a^d making the vintage, cofts to the proprietor thirty 
livres, twenty-five (hillings fterling, an acre. A man cannot 
perform the labour of more than five acres a-year^ fo that he 
gets fix pounds five (hillings a-year; and fupports himfelf. 
Compare this with the price of labour in America, and that 
with the price of French wines, 

renders 
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renders the paffage impracticable to the cattle. 
This is an agricultural operation which cannot 
be too much recommended to the Americans. 

The country here is full of fprings ; we faw 
fome very fine ones. Mr. L. told us of one 
which carries a mill night and day, and ferves 
to water his meadows when occafion requires. 

I aiked him where he purchafcd his meat ? 
He fays, wh«n a farmer kills beef, mutton, or 
veal, he advertifcs his neighbours, who take 
what they choofe, and he falts the remainder. 
As he is here without his family, he has no 
Ipinning at his houfe ; makes no cheefe, keeps 
no poultry. Thefe parts of rural economy, 
which are cxercifcd by women, are loft to him; 
and it is a confiderable lofs. He fows no oats, 
but feeds his horfes with Indian corn and buck- 
wheat ground. I faw his vaft corn-fields co- 
vered with pumpkins, which are profitable for 
cattle. He has a joiner's (hop, and a turning- 
lathe. He makes great quantities of lime on 
his farm, which fells very well at Philadelphia. 
He has obtained leave from the State to ere<ft a 
ferry on the Skuylkill, which he (Ixys will pro- 
duce him a profit of forty pounds a-year. He 
is about to build a faw- mill. 

The lands newly cleared produce much more 
than the lands of France. He had bad wheat 

P 3 this 
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this year, thodgh it had promifed well: having 
grown to a prodigious height, the grain was 
fhrivelled and meagre. He fays, the mildew has 
diminifhed his crop by more than three hundred 
bufhels. The caufe of the mildew is fuppofed 
to be this: — ^That when the feafon advances, it 
is fometimes attended by fogs, and very heavy 
dews: the fun burfting through the fog, evapo- 
rates the drops on the ftalk; and the fudden 
change from cold and wet, to \yarm and dry, 
enfeebles and withers the plant. The mijdew 
is an evil very general in Pennfylvania. 

Mr. L. told me, that there was no other re- 
medy but to fow early, that the plant may Ijc 
more vigorous at the feafon of the mildew. 

This farm had coft him two thoufand pounds j 
and he aflured me, that, allowing nothing for 
fome lofles occafioned by hi? ignorance of the 
country, of the language on his firft arrival, and 
, for the improvements he had made, his land 
produces more than the intereft of his money. 
He told me, that the houfe alone had coft more 
than he paid for the whole: and this is very 
probable. Perfons in general who defire to 
make good bargains, ought to purchafe lands al- 
ready built upon ; for, though the buildings have 
coft much, they are counted for little in the 
fale. 

Though 
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Though diftant from fociety, and ftrnggling 
under many difad vantages, he aflured me that 
he was happy ; and that he fliould not foil to be 
completely fo, were he furrounded by his fa- 
mily, which he had left in France. 

He is attentive to the fubjeft of meteorology ; 
it is he who furnirties the meteorologic tables 
putlifhed every month in the Columbian Maga- 
zine: they arc certainly the mod exaft which 
have appeared on this continent. He thinks 
there is no great difference between the climate 
of Pcnnfylvania and that of Paris: that here 
the cold weather is more dry ; that the fnow 
and ice remain but a (hort time ; that there 
'never pafles a week without fome fair daysj 
that there falls more rain here than in France, 
but that it rarely rains two days fuccfcflively; 
that the heat is fometimes more intenfe, that it 
provokes more to fweat and to heavinefs ; finally, 
that the variations here- are more frequent and 
more rapid. 

The following is the refult of the gbfervations 
of this Frenchman for four years : — The great- 
eft cold in this part of Pennfylvania is com- 
monly from ten to twelve degrees below the 
freezing point of Reaumur's thermometer: the 
greateft heats are from twenty-fix to twenty- 
eight degrees above: the mean term of his ob- 

P 4 fcrvations 
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fcrvations for four years, or the temperature, is 
nine degrees and fix tenths ; the mean height of 
the barometer is twenty-nine inches ten lines 
and one tenth, Englifh meafure : the prevailing 
wind is north-north-weft. In the year there 
are fifteen days of thunder, feventy- fix days of 
rain, twelve days of fnow, five days ot tempeft 
with rain ; thefe eighty-one days of rain, vvjth 
thofe of fnow, give thirty-five inches of water, 
French meafure. The (ky is never oblcured 
three days together. The cou.itry is very 
healthy, and extremely vegetative. Wheat 
harveft is from the 8th to the I2th of July. 
No predominant ficknefs has been remarked 
during thefe four years. 



LETTER XVIII. 

JOURNEY OF TWO FRENCHMEN TO THE OHIO. 

Sept. 10, 1788. 

I HAVE had the good fortune to meet here 
a Frenchman, who is travelling in this 
country, not in purfuit of wealth, but to gain 
information. It is Mr. Saugrain, from Paris : 
^e is an ardent naturalift ; fome circumflinces 

firft 
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firft attached him to the fervice of the King of 
Spain, who fent him to Spanifh America to 
make difcoveries in minerals and natural hiiflory. 
After the death of his proteSor, Don Galvcs, he 
returned to France. In 1787, he formed the 
projedl with Mr. Piguet, who had feme know- 
ledge in botany, to vifit Kentuckey and the 
Ohio. 

They arrived at Philadelphia, and pafled im- 
mediately to Pittfburg. There the winter over- 
took them, and the Ohio froze over, which 
rarely happens. They lodged themfelves a few 
miles from Pittfburg, in an open houfe, where 
they fufFered much from the cold. The ther- 
mometer of Reaumur defcended to 32 degrees, 
while at Philadelphia it was only at 16. During 
their flay here they made many experiments. 
Mr. Saugrain weiglied feveral kinds of wood in 
an hydroftatic balance which he carried with 
him. He difcovered, like wife, which fpecies 
would yield the greateft quantity, and the beft 
quality of pota(h. Many experiments convinced 
him, that the flalks of Indian corn yield a great- 
er quantity than wood, in proportion to the 
quantity of matter. He examined the different 
mines of the country. He found fome of iron, 
g( lead, of copper, and of filver. He was told of 

a rich 
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a rich iron- mine belonging to Mr, Murray ; but 
he was not ruffered to fee it. 

On the opening of the Spring they defcended 
the Ohio, having been joined by another 
Frenchman, Mr. Rague, and a Virginian. They 
landed at Mufkinquam, where they faw General 
Harmer, and fome people who were beginning 
a fettlement there. 

At fome diftance below this place they fell 
in with a party of favages. M. Piguet was kill- 
ed, and M. Saugrain wounded and taken pri- 
foner ; he fortunately made his efcape, rejoined 
the Virginian, and found the means of returning 
to Pittfburg, having loft his money and all his 
cfFefts. He then returned to Philadelphia, 
where I have met him, on his way to Europe. 

He has communicated to me many obferva- 
tions on the weftern country. The immenfe 
vaHey waflied by the Ohio, appears to him the 
moft fertile that he has ever feen. The ftrength 
and rapidity of vegetation in that country are 
incredible, the fize of the trees enormous, and 
their variety infinite. The inhabitants are obliged 
to exhauft the firft fatnefs of the land in hemp 
and tobacco, in order to prepare it for the pro- 
duction of wheat. The crops of Indian corn 
arc prodigious ; the cattle acquire an extraordi- 
nary 
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nary fize, and keep fat the whole year in the 
open fields. 

The facility of producing grain, rearing cattle, 
making whilky, beer, and cyder, with a thou- 
fand other advantages, attraft to this country- 
great numbers of emigrants from other parts 
of Ameriqp. A man in that country works 
fcarcely two hours in a day, for the fupport of 
himfelf and family ; he pafles moft of his time 
in idlenefs, hunting, or drinking. The womea 
fpin, and make clothes for -their hulbands and 
families. Mr. Saugrain faw very good woollens 
and linens made there. They have very little 
money ; every thing is done by barter. 

The aftive genius of the Americans is always 
pufhing them forward. M. Saugrain has no 
doubt but fooner or later the Spaniards will be 
forced to quit the Mifliflippi, and that the Ame- 
ricans will pafs it, and eftablifh themfelves ia 
Louifiana, which he has {Qti\\ and confiders as 
one of the fincft countries in the univerfe. 

Mr. Saugrain came from Pittfburg to Phila^ 

delphia in feven days, on horfeback. He could 

have come in a chaife ; but it would have takea 

him a longer time. It is a port road, with good 

taverns eftablifhed the whole way*. 

* Mr. Saugrain is fo enchanted with the independent life 
of the inhabitants of the weftern country, that he returned 
^gain in the year 1790 to fettle at Scioto. 

LETTER 
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LETTER XIX. 



ON THE SCHOOL FOR THE BLACKS AT PHILA- 
DELPHIA, AND THE PRINCIPAL AMERICAN 
AUTHORS WHO HAVE WRITTEN IN THEIR 
FAVOUR. 



THERE exifts, then, a country where the 
Negroes are allowed to have fouls, and to 
be endowed with underftanding capable of be- 
ing formed to virtue and ufeful knowledge; 
where they are not regarded as beafts of burden, 
in order that we may have the privilege of 
treating them as fuch. There exifts a country 
where the Blacks, by their virtues and their in- 
induftry, belie the calumnies which their ty- 
rants dlfcwherc lavifti againft them ; where no 
difference is perceived between the memory of a 
black head whofe hair is craped by nature, and 
that of a white one craped by art. I have had 
a proof of this to-day. I have feen, heard, and 
examined thefe black children. They read well, 
repeat from memory, and calculate with ra- 
pidity. I have feen a picture painted by a young 
negro who never had a mafter: it was furprif- 
ingly well done, 

I faw 
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I faw ill this fchool a mulatto, orie-cighth 
negro; it is impoffible to diftinguifti him from 
a white boy. His eyes difcovered an extraor- 
dinary vivacity ; and this is a general chara<^er- 
iftic of people of that ©rigin. 

The black girls, befides reading, writing, and 
the principles of religion, arc taught fpinning, 
needle-work, &c. and their miftrefles aflTure me, 
that they difcover much ingenuity. They have 
the appearance of decency, attention, and fub- 
miffion. It is a nurfery of good iervants and 
virtuous houfekeepers. How criminal are the 
planters of the iflands, who form but to de- 
bauchery and ignominy, creatures fb capable of 
being fashioned to virtue ! 

It is to Benezet that humanity owes this ufe- 
ful eftabliftimcnt — to that Benezet whom 
Chaftellux has not blufhed to ridicule, for the 
fake of gaining the infamous applaufes of the 
parafites of defpotifnt. 

The life of this extraordinary man merits to 
be known to fuch men as dare to think, who 
efteem more the benefadors of their fellow- 
creatures, than their oppreflbrs, fo bafely idol- 
ized during their life. 

Anthony Benezet was born at St. Quintin, in 
Picardy, in 171 2. Fanaticifm, under the pro- 
tedion of a bigot king, direfted by an infamous 

confeflbr. 
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coiifefTor, and an infamous woman, fpread at 
that time its ravages in France. The parents 
of Benezet were warm Calvinifts; they fled to 
England, and he embraced the doftrines of the 
Quakers. He went to America in 1731^ and 
cftablifhed himfelf at Philadelphia in commerce, 
the bufinefs to which he had been educated. 
But the rigidity of his principles and his tafte 
not agreeing with the Ipirit of commerce, he 
quitted that bufinefs in 1736, and accepted a 
place in the academy of that Ibciety. Fropi that 
time all his moments were confecrated to public 
inftru6lion, the relief of the poor, and the de- 
fence of the unhappy negroes. Benezet pof- 
fefled an univerfal philanthropy, which was not 
common at that time ; he regarded, as his bro- 
thers, all men, of all countries, and of all co- 
lours ; he compofed many works, in which he 
colledled all the authorities from Scripture, and 
from other writings, to difcourage and condemn 
the flave trade and flavery. His works had 
much influence in determining the Quakers to 
emancipate their flaves. 

It was not enough to fet at liberty the un- 
happy Blacks ; it was neceflary to inftruft them 
— ta find them fchoolmafters. And where fhould 
he find men willing to devote themfelves to a 
talk which prejudice had rendered painful and 

difgufting ? 
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difgufting ? No obftacle could arreft the zeal of. 
Benezet; he fet the firft example himfelf : he 
confecrated his little fortune to the fouadatioa 
of this fchool; his brethren lent fome aflift- 
ance ; and by help of the donations of the fo- 
ciety of London, the fchool for Blacks at Phila- 
delphia enjoys a revenue of 200I. fterling. 

He confecrated his fortune and his talents to 
their inftrudlion ; and in 1784 death removed 
him from this holy occupation to receive his re* 
ward. The tears of the Blacks which watered 
Jiis tomb, the fighs of his fraternity, and of 
every friend of humanity which attended his 
departing fpirit, muft be a prize more confoling 
than the laurels of a conqueror. 

Benezet carried always in his pocket a copy 
of his works on the Slavery of the Blacks, which 
he gave and recommended to every one he met 
who had not feen them. It is a method gene- 
rally followed by tHe Society of Friends. They 
extend the works of utility ; and it is the true 
way of gaining profelytes. 

This philanthropic Quaker was preceded in 
the fame career by many others, whotn I ought 
to mention. The celebrated George Fox, found- 
er of this feft^ went from England to Barbadoes 
in the year 1671, not to preach againft flavery, 
but to inftrudt the Blacks in the knowledge oF 

God, 
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God, and to engage mafters to treat them with 
mildnefs. 

The minds of men were not yet ripe for this^ 
reform ; neither were they when WiUiam 
Burling, of Long-lfland, in 1718, publifhed a 
treatife againft flavery. He was a refpe£table 
Qiiaker: he preached, but in vain; the hour 
was not yet come. 

Ought not this circumftance to encourage the 
friends of the blacks in France ? Sixty years of 
combat were neceflary to conquer the prejudice 
of avarice in America. One year is fcarcely 
pafied fmce the foundation of the fociety at 
Paris; and fome apoftates already appear, be- 
caufe fuccefs has not crowned their firft en- 
deavours. 

Burling was followed by Judge Sewal, a pref- 
byterian of Maflachufetts. He prefented to the 
General Aflembly, a treatife entitled Jojeph fold 
by his brethren. He difcovers the purell: prin- 
ciples, and completely overturns the hackneyed 
arguments of the traders refpeding the pretend- 
ed wars of the African princes. 

It is often faid againft the writings of the 
friends of the blacks, that they have not been 
witnefles of the fufFerings which they defcribe. 
This reproach cannot be made againft Benjamin 
Lay, an Engliihman, who, brought up in the 

African 
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Afrioiii trade, afterwards a planter at Barbadoes^ 
abandoned his plantation, on account of the hor- 
ror infpired by the frightful terrors of flavery 
endured by the negroes. He retired to Phila- 
delphia, became a Quaker, and ceafed not the 
remainder of his life to preach and write for the 
abolition of flavery* . His principal treatife on 
this fubje£t appeared in 1737. He was thought 
to have too much zeal, and to have exaggerated 
in his defcriptions* But thefe defefts were ex- 
piated by a life without a ilain, by an indefatiga- 
ble zeal for humanity, and by profound medita- 
tions. Lay was fimple in his drefs, and ani- 
mated in his fpeech ; he was all on fire when 
he fpoke on flavery. He died in 1760, in the 
80th year of his age. 

One of the men moft diftinguiftied in this 
career of humanity was a Quaker named John 
Woolman. He was born in 1720. Early 
formed to meditation, he was judged by the 
Friends worthy of being a minifter at the age 
of twenty-two. He travelled much to extend 
the doctrines of the fed ; but was always on 
foot, and without money or provifions, becauie 
he would imitate the apoftles, and be in a fitua- 
tion to be more ufeful to the poor people and to 
the blacks. He abhorred flavery fo much, thit 
he would not tafle any food that was produced 

Vol. I. Q^ \ by 
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by the labour of flaves. The laft difcouf fe that 
he pronounced was on this fubjeft*^ In 1 772^ 
he undertook a voyage to England, to concert 
tneafures with the Friends there on the fame 
fubjeft, where he died with the fmaU-pox. 
He left feveral ufeful wofks, one of which has 
been through many editions, entitled Ctmfidera^ 
tions on the Slavery of the Blacks. 

I tlwught it my duty, my friend, to give you 
fbme account of thefe holy pcrfonages, before 
defcribing to you the fituatioii of the blacks, in 
this immenfe country^ 



L E T T E R XX. 

THE MEANS USED TO ABOLISH TUB SLAV® 
TRADE, AND SLAVERY^ IN THE UNITED* 
STATES." 



T|700LMAN and Benezet had in vain em- 
ployed all their efforts to effeft the abo- 
lition of this traffic under the Englifh govern- 
ment. The miftaken intereft of the mother 
country caufed all the petitions to be rejected in 
the year 1772; yet the minds of men were 
prepared in fome of the colonies ; and fcarcely 

was 
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was independence declared, when a general cry 
arofe againft this commerce. It appeared abfurd 
for men defending their own liberty to deny li- 
berty to others. A pamphlet was printed, in 
which thofe principles upon which flavery is 
founded, were held up in contraft with thofe 
which laid the foundation of the new conftitu- 
tion. 

This palpable method of ftating the fubjeft 
was attended with a happy fuccefs ; and the 
Congrefs, in 1 776, declared the flavery of the 
Blacks to be incompatible with the baiis of re- 
publican governments. Different legiflatures 
haftened to confecrate this principle of Congrefs. 

Three diftinft epochs mark the condudt of 
the Americans in this bufinefs — the prohibition 
of the importation of flaves — their manumiffion 
— and the provifion made for their inflrudion. 
All the different States are not equally advanced 
in thefe three objedls. 

In the Northern and Middle States they have 
profcribed for ever the importation of flaves ; in 
others this prohibition is limited, to a certain 
time. In South Carolirra, where it was limited 
to three years, it has lately been extended to 
three years more. Georgia is the only State 
that continues to receive tran{ported flaves. Yet, 
when General Oglethorpe laid the^ foundation of 

Q^ this 
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this colony, he ordained, that neither rum nof 
flaves fhould ever be imported into it. This 
law, in both its articles, was very foon violated. 

We muft acknowledge, however, that the 
Americans, more than any other people, arc 
convinced that all men are born free and equal : 
we muft acknowledge, that they dircdt them- 
feives generally by this principle of equality; 
that the Quakers, who have begun, who have 
propagated, and who ftill propagate this revolu- 
tion of fentiment, have been guided by a princi- 
ple of religion, and that they have facrificed to 
it their perfonal intereft. 

Unhappily their opinion on this fubjeft has 
not yet become univerfal ; intereft ftill combats 
it with fome fuccefs in the Southern States. A 
numerous party ftill argue the impoffibility of 
cultivating their foil without the hands of flaves, 
and the impoflibility of augmenting their num- 
ber without recruiting them in Africa. It is to 
the influence of this party, in the late general 
convention, that is to be attributed the only ar- 
ticle which tarnifties that glorious monument of 
human reafon, the new federal fyftem of the 
United States. It was this party that propofed 
to bind the hands of the new Congrefs, and to 
put it out of th^ir power for twenty years to 
prohibit the ^importation of flaves. It was faid 

to 
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to this auguft aflembly. Sign this article^ or we 
will withdraw from the union. To avoid the 
evils which, without meliorating the fate of the 
Blacks, would attend a political fchifm, the con- 
vention was forced to wander from the grand 
principle of univerfal liberty, and the preceding 
declaration of Congrefs* They thought it their 
duty to imitate Solon, to make, not the heft law 
poflible, but the beft that circumftances would 
bear. 

But, though this article has furprifed the 
friends of liberty in Europe, where the fecret 
caufes of it were not known; though it has 
grieved the fociety in England, who are ready 
to accufe the new legiflators of a cowardly de- 
fedion from their own principles ;. yet we may 
regard the general and irrevocable profcription of 
the flave trade in the United States as very near 
at hand. This conclulion refults from the na- 
ture of things, and even from the article itfelf of 
the new conftitution now cited. Indeed, nine 
States have already done it ; the Blacks, which 
there abound, are confidered as free. There are 
then nine afylums for thofe to efcape to from 
Georgia ; not to fpeak of the neighbourhood of 
the Floridas, where the flaves from Georgia 
take refuge, in hopes to find better treatment 
from the Spaniards ; and not to (peak of thofe 

Qj vaft 
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vaft forcfts and inaccefiible mountains which 
make part of the Southern States, and where 
the perfecuted negro may eafily find a retreat 
from flavery. • The communications with the 
back country are fo eafy that it is impoffible to 
ftop the fugitives ; and the expence of reclaiming 
is difproportioned to their value. And though 
the free States do not in appearance oppofe thefe 
reclamations, yet the people there hold flavery 
in fuch horror, that the mafter who runs after 
his human property meets little refped, and 
finds little affiftance. Thus the poffibility of 
flight creates a new difcouragement to th6 im- 
portation, as it mqft leflen the value of the flave, 
induce to a milder treatment, and finally tend, 
with the concurrence of other circumftances, 
to convince the Georgian planter, that it is more 
fimple, more reafonable, and lefs expenfive, to 
cultivate by the hands of freemen. We arcf 
right then in faying, that the nature of thingsl 
in America is againft the importation of flaves. 
• Befides, the Congrefs will be authorifed in 
twenty years to pronounce definitively on this 
article. By that time, the feiltirtiehts of hu- 
manity, and the calculations of reafoU, will pre- 
vail ; they will no longer be jforced to facrifice 
equity to convenience, or have any thiiig to fear 
from oppofition or fchifni. 

LETTER 
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LETTER XXI. 

LAWS OF THE DIFFERENT STATES FOR THE 
MANUMISSION OF SLAVES. 

OLAVERY, my friend, has never polluted 
every part of the United States. There was 
never any law in New Hamplhire, or Maffachu- 
fetts, which authorifed it. When, therefore, 
thofe States profcribed it, they only declared the 
law as it exifted before. There was very little 
of it in Connefticut ; the puritanic aufterity 
which predominated in that colony could fcarce- 
ly reconcile itfelf with flavery. Agriculture was 
better performed there by the hands of freemen ; 
and every thing concurred to engage the people 
to give liberty to the flaves: — fo that almoft 
every one has freed them ; and the children of 
fuch as are not yet free, are to have their liberty 
at twenty-five years of age. 

The cafe of the Blacks in New York is nearly 
the fame^ yet the flaves there are more nu- 
merous. 

It is becaufe the bafis of the population there 
is Dutch ; that is to fay, people lefs difpofed 
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than any other to part with their property^ 
But liberty is affured there to all the children 
of the flaves, at a certain age. 

The State of Rhode-lfland formerly made a 
great bufinefs of the flave trade. It is now to-- 
tally and for ever prohibited. 

In New-Jerfey the bulk of the population is 
Dutch. You find there traces of that fame 
Dutch fpirit which I have defcribed. Yet the 
Weftern parts of the State are difpofed to free 
their negroes ; but the Eaftern part are oppofed 
to it. 

It is probable that their obftinacy will be 
overcome ; at leaft it is the opinion of the re- 
fpeftable Mr. Livingfton, celebrated for the part 
he has afled in the late revolution : he has de- 
clared this opinion in a letter written to the So- 
ciety at Philadelphia. He has himfelf freed all 
his flaves, which are very numerous. He is one 
of the moft ardent apoftles of humanity ; and, 
knowing the charaiSer of his countrymen, he 
reafons, temporifes with their intereft, and 
doubts not of being able to vanquifli their pre^ 
judices. The Quakers have been more fortu- 
nate in Pennfylvania. In the year 1758 they 
voted, in their general meeting, to excommuni- 
cate every member of the Society who (hould 
pei'fift in keeping flaves. In 1780, at their re- 

queft, 
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queft, fecoiided by a great number of perfons 
froin other feds, the General Aflembly aboliflied 
flavery for ever, forced the owners of flaves to 
caufe them to be regiftered, declared their chil- 
dren free at the age of twenty-eight years^ 
placed them, while under that age, on a footing 
of hired fervants, affured to them the benefit of 
trial by jury, &c. But this aft did not provide 
againft all the abufes that avarice could after- 
wards invent. It was evaded in many points, 
A foreign commerce of flaves was carried on by 
ipeculators; and fome barbarous maflers fold 
their Blacks, to be carried into foreign coun- 
tries ; others fent the negro children into neigh- 
bouring States, that they might there be fold, 
and deprived of the benefit of the law of Penii- 
iylvania, when they ftiould come of age ; others 
fent their black pregnant women into another 
State, that the offspring might be flaves ; and 
others fl:ole free negroes, and carried them to 
the iflands for fale. The Society, fliocked at 
thefe abufes, applied again to the Aflembly, who 
pafled a new aft, efl^eftually to prevent them* 
It ordained, that no black could be fent into a 
neighbouring ftate without his confent; confiC- 
cated all veflels and cargoes employed in the 
flave trade ; condemned to the public works the 
dealers of negroes, &Cf 

Poubtlefs 
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Doubtlefs we cannot beftow too much praife 
on the indefatigable zeal of the Society in Penii- 
lyivania, who folicited this law, nor on the fpirit 
of equity and humanity difplayed by the legifla- 
turc who paffcd this law ; but fome regret muft 
mingle itfelf with our applaufe. Why did not 
this refpcftable body go farther ? Why did it not 
extend at leaft the hopes of freedom to thofe 
who were flaves at the time of the paffing the 
aft ? They are a property, it is faid ; and all pro- 
perty is facred. But what is a property found- 
ed on robbery and plunder ? What is a property 
which violates laws human and divine? But 
kt this property merit fome regard. Why not 
limit it to a cert^n nuniiber of years, in order to 
give at leaft the cheap confolation of hope? 
Why not grant to the flave the right of pur- 
chafing his freedom ? What ! the child of the 
negro flave (hall one day enjoy his liberty ; and 
the unhappy father, though ready to leap with 
joy on beholding the fortune of his fon, muft 
roll back his eyes with aggravated anguifli on 
his own irrevocable bondage ! The fon has 
never felt, like him, the torture of being torn 
from his country, from his family, from all that 
is dear to man ; the fon has not experienced that 
fcverity of treatment fo common in this country 
before this revolution of fentiment ; yet the fon 

i$ 
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IS favoured, and the father configned to defpair. 
But this injuftice cannot long fully the law of a 
country where reafon and humanity prevaiL 
We may hope that a capitulation will be made 
with avarice; by which thefe (laves {hall be 
drawn from its hands. 

Again — Why, in the aft of March 1 780, is 
it declared that a flave cannot be a witnefs againft 
a freeman ? You either fuppofc him lefs true 
than the freeman, or you fuppofe him different- 
ly organifed. The laft fuppofition is abfurd; 
the other, if true, is againft yourfelves; for 
why are they lefs confcientious, more corrupted, 
and more wicked ? — it is becaufc they are (laves. 
The crime falls on the head of the mafter ; and 
the flave is thus degraded and punifhed for the 
vice of the mafter. 

Finally, why do you ordain that the mafter 
(hall be reimburfed from the public trcafury 
the price of the flave who may fuffer death for 
crimes ? If, as is eafy to prove, the crimes of 
flaves are almoft univerfally the fruit of their 
flaVery, and are in proportion to the feverity of 
their treatment, is it not abfurd to recompen(e 
the mafter for his tyranny ? When we recolleft 
that thefe mafters have hitherto been accuftotned 
to confider their flaves as a fpecies of cattle, and 
that the laws make the mafter refponfible for the 

damages 
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damages done by his cattle, does it not appear 
contradidtory to reverfe the law relative to thefe 
black cattle, when they do a mifchief for which 
fociety thinks it neceffary to extirpate them ? 
In this cafe, the real author of the crime, inftead 
of paying damages, receives a reward- 
No, my friend, we will not doubt but thefe 
ilains will foon difappear from the code of Penn* 
iylvania. Reafon is too predominant to fuffer 
them long to continue. 

The little State of Delaware has followed the 
example of Pennfylvania. It is moftly peopled 
by Quakers — inftances • of giving freedom arc 
therefore numerous. In this ftate, famous for 
the wifdom of its laws, for its good faith and 
foederal patriotifm, refides that angel of peace, 
Warner Miflin. Like Benezet, he occupies his 
time in extending the opinions of his Society 
relative to the freedom of the Blacks, and the 
care of providing for their exiftence and their 
inftrudion. It is in part to his zeal that is ow- 
ing the formation of a fociety in that State, after 
the model of the one at Philadelphia, for the 
abolition of flavery. 

With the State of Delaware finiflies the fyf* 
tem of protedlion to the Blacks. Yet there are 
forjie negroes emancipated in Maryland, becaufe 
there are fome Quakers there ; and you perceive 

it 
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it very readily on comparing the fields of to- 
bacco, or of Indian corn, belonging to thefe 
people, with thofe of others ; you fee how much 
fuperior the hand of a freeman is to that of a 
flave, in the operations of induftry. 

When you run over Maryland and Virginia, 
you conceive yourfelf in a different world; and 
you are convinced of it when you convcrfe with 
the inhabitants. They fpeak not here of pro- 
jefts for freeing the negroes ; they praife not the 
focieties of London and America ; they read not 
the works of Clarkfon — No, the indolent maf- 
ters behold with uneafinefs the efforts that are 
making to render freedom univerfal. The Vir- 
ginians are perfuaded of the impofiibility of cul- 
tivating tobacco without flavery ; they fear that 
if the Blacks become free they will caufe trou- 
ble ; on rendering them free, they know not 
what rank to aflign them in fociety ; whether 
they (hall eftablifh them in a feparate diftrift, or 
fend them out of the country. Thefe are the 
objeftions which you will hear repeated every 
where againft the idea of freeing them. 

The ftrongeft objedlion lies in the charafter, 
the manners, and habits, of the Virginians. 
They feem to enjoy the fweat of flaves. They arc 
fond of hunting ; they love the difplay of lux- 
ury, and difdain the idea of labour. This order 
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of things will change when flavery (hall be no 
more* It is not, that the work of a flave is 
more profitable than that of a freeman ; but it 
is in multiplying the flaves, condemning them 
to a miferable nourilhment, in depriving them 
of clothes, and in running over a large quantity 
of land with a negligent culture, that they fup- 
ply the neceffity of honeft induftry* 



LETTER XXII. 

ON THE GENERAL STATE, MANNERS,' ANI> 

CHARACTER OF THE BLACKS IN THE UNIT- 
ED STATES. 

'Tp H E free Blacks in the Eaftern States are 
either hired fervants, or they keep little 
Ihops, or they cultivate the land. You will fee 
ibme of them on board of coafting veffels. They 
dare not venture themfelves on long voyages, 
for fear of being tranfported and fold in the 
iflands. As to their phyfical charafter, the 
Blacks are vigorous, of a ftrong conftitution *, 

• The married Blacks have at Icaft as many children as the 
Whites ^ but it is obfcrved, that more of them die. This is 

8 capble 



UNITED STATES OF AMERICA. 259 

capable of the moft painful labour, and generally 
aAive. As fervants they are fober and faithful. 
Thofe who keep (hops live moderately, and 
never augment their affairs beyond a certaiii 
point* 

The rcafon is obvious ; the Whites, though 
they treat them with humanity, like not to 
give them credit to enable them to under- 
take any extenfive commerce, nor even to give 
them the means of a common education, by re- 
ceiving them into their counting-houfes. If^ 
then, the Blacks are confined to the retails of 
trade, let us not accufc their capacity, but the 
prejudices of the Whites, which lay obftacles in 
• their way* 

The fame caufes hinder the Blacks who live 
in the country from having large plantations. 
Their little fields are generally well cultivated ; 
their log-houfes full of children decently clad, 
attraft the eye of the philofbpher, who rejoices* 
to fee, that, in thefe habitations, no tears atteft 
the rod of tyranny. 

In this fituation the Blacks are indeed happy ; 
but let us have the courage to avow, that neither 
this happinefs, nor their talents, have yet attain- 

owing Icfs to Nature, than to the want of fortune, and of the 
care of phyficians and furgeons. 
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cd their perfeftion* There exifts ftill too great 
an interval between them and the Whites^ 
efpecially in the public opinion. This humili-* 
ating difference prevents thofe efibrts which 
they might make to raife themfelves. Black 
children arc admitted to the public fchools ; but 
you never fee them within the walls of a col- 
lege. Though free, they are always accuftom- 
cd to confider themfelves as beneath the Whites. 

We may conclude from this, that it is unfair 
to meafure the extent of their capacity by the 
examples already given by the free Blacks of the 
North. 

But when we compare them to the ilaves of 
the South, what a difference we find ! — In the 
South, the Blacks are in a flate of abjeftion diffi- 
cult to defcribe ; many of them are naked, ill 
fed, lodged in miferable huts, on ftraw. They 
receive no education, no infh*udlion in any kind 
of religion; they are not married, but coupled. 
Thus are they brutalized, lazy, without ideas, 
and without energy. They give themfelves no 
trouble to procure clothes, or to have better 
food ; they pafs their Sunday, which is their 
day of reft, in total inadtion. Inaftion is their 
fupreme happinefs ; they therefore perform little 
labour, and that in a carelefs manner. 

We muft do juf^ice to the truth. The 

Americana 
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Americans of the Southern States treat their 
flaves with mildnefs ; it is one of the efFe<9bs of 
the general extenfion of the ideas of liberty. 
The flave labours lefs ; but this is all the altera- 
tion made in his circumdances^ and he is not 
the better for it, either in his nourifhment, his 
clothing, his morals, or his ideas* So that the 
matter lofes ; but the flave does not gain. If 
they would follow the example of the Northera 
States, both Whites and Blacks would be gainers 
by the change. 

•^ When we defcribe the flaves of the South, 
we ought to diftinguifti thofe that are employed 
as houfc-fervants, from thofe that work and live 
in the field. The pidlure that I have given be- 
longs to the latter ; the former are better clad, 
more adive, and lefs ignorant. 

It has been generally thought, and even writ- 
ten hy fome authors of note, that the Blacks 
are inferior to tKe Whites in mental* capacity. 
This opinion begins to diiappear ; the Northern 
States furnifli examples to the coijtrary. I fliall 
cite two, which are ftriking ones : the firfl: 
proves, that, by inftrudion, a Black may be 
rendered capable of any of the profeflions : the 
fecond, that the head of a Negro may be organ- 
ifed for the moft aftonifliing calculations, and 
confequently for all the fciences. 

Vol. I. R I faw 
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I faw at Philadelphia a black phyfician, nam* 
ed James Derham. The following hiftory of 
him was attefted to me by many phyficians : 

He was brought up a flave in a family of 
Philadelphia, where he learned to read and 
write, and was inftrufted in the principles of 
religion. When young, he was fold to Do£lor 
John Kearfley, junior, who employed him in 
compounding medicines, and in adminiftering 
them in fome cafes to the fick. At the death of 
Dodor Kearfley he pafled through different 
hands, and came to be the property of George 
Weft, furgeon of the Britifli army, under whom, 
. during the war in America, he performed the 
lower funftions in phytic. 

At the clofe of the war, he was purchafed by 
Doflor Robert Dove of New Orleans, who cm- 
ployed him as his afliftant. He gained the Doc- 
tor's good opinion and friendfliip to fuch a de- 
gree that he fbon gave him his freedom on 
moderate conditions. Derham was, by this 
time, fo well ^nftru^ted, that he immediately 
began to pradife, with fiiccefs, at New Orleans : 
he is about twenty-fix years of age, married, 
but has no children. His pra6lice brings him 
three thoufand livres a-year. Doiftor Wiftar 
told me, that he converfed with him particularly 
uu the acute dileafc.. of the country where he 

lives. 
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lives, and found him well verfed in the fimpie 
methods now in pra£lice of treating thofe di« 
ieafes. I thought^ faid the Doctor, to have ih- 
dicated to him fome new remedies ; but be indi- 
cated new ones to me. 

He is modeft^ and t\as engaging manners ; he 
fpeaks French with facility^ and has fome know- 
ledge of Spani(h« 

The other inftance has beftn cited by Doctor 
Rufh, a celebrated phyiician and Writer of Phila- 
delphia. It is Thomas Fuller, born in Africa, 
a flave, near feventy years of age, near Alexan- 
dria* He can neither write nor read, and has 
had nainftruftion of any kind ; but he calculates 
with furprifing facility, and will anfwer any 
queftion in arithmetic, with a promptitude that 
has no example^ 

Thefe inftances prove, without doubt, that 
the capacity of the negroes may be extended to 
any thing ; that they have only nefcd of inftruc- 
tion and liberty. The difference between thole 
who are free and intruded, and thofe who are 
not, is ftill more vifible in thdir iaduftry. The 
lands inhabited by the whites and free blacks, 
are better cultivated, produce more abundantly, 
and offer everywhere the images of eafe and 
happinefs. Such, for example, is the afped of 
(Connecticut, and of Pennfylvania. 

Ra Paf, 
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Pafs into Maryland and Virginia, and, as 1 
ftid before, you are. in another world ; — ^yoi* 
find not there thofc cultivated plains, thoie neat 
cduDtry-houfcs, barns well diftributed, and nu- 
merous herds of cattle, fat and vigorous. No : 
every thing in Maryland gnd Virginia wears the 
print of flavery ; a flarved foil, bad cultivation, 
houfes falling to ruin, cattle fmadl and few, and 
black walking ikeletons ; in a word, you fee 
real mifery aiid apparent luxury, infulting eacb 
other. 

They begin* to perceive, even in the Southerr^ 
Statesy that, to nourifti a flave ill, is a miftaken? 
oecononny ; and that money employed in their 
purchafe does not render its intereft. It is per- 
haps more owing to this- confideration than to* 
humanity, that you fee free labour introduced ia 
a part of Virginia, in- that part bordered by the 
beautiful river Shenadorc. In travelling here, 
you will think yourfclf in Pennfylvania. 
. Such will be the face of all Virginia when 
flavery (hall be at an end.. They think flaves* 
neceffary. only for the cdtivation of tobacco : 
this-culture' declines^ and muft decline in Vir- 
giui»w The tobacco of the Ohio and the Miffif?ippi 
is more abundant, of a better quality, and re- 
quires jefs laboufr When this tobacco fliall 
' 7 ' opeu 
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•pea its way to Europe, the Virgiuians will be 
4>bliged to ceafe from this culture, and alk of the 
«arth wheat, corn, and potatoes ; they wiUr 
make meadowa, and rear cattle. Tbe- wife 
Virginians anticipate this revolution, and begia 
the culture of wheat. At their head may be 
reckoned that aftonUhing man, who^ though aa^ 
adored General, had the courage to be a fincere 
republican ; who alone feems ignorant of his 
own glory ; whofe fingular deftiny it wili be to 
have twice faved his country, to have opened 
to her the road to profperity, after having con- 
duced her to liberty. At prefent, wholly occu- 
pied in anfKrliorating his lands^ in varying their 
produce, in opening roads and canals, he gives 
his countrymen an ufeful example^ which 
Joubtlefs will be followed. 

He has neverthelefs (muft i'fay it?) a ntime^ 
xous crowd of flaves ; but they are treated 
with the greateft humanity ; well fed, well 
clothed, and kept to moderate labour; they 
blefs God without ceafing, for having givea 
them fo good a mafter. It is a tafk worthy of a 
foul fo elevated, fo pure^ and fo difinterefted, to 
begin the revolution in Virginia, to prepare the 
way for the emancipation of the negroes. This 
great man declared to me, that he rejoiced at 
^hat was doing in other States on this fubjedt; 

R S that 
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that h« fincerely defircd the extenfion of it in hi* 
own country: but he did not diffemble, that 
there were ftill many obftacles to be overcome ; 
that it was dangerous to ftrike too vigoroufly at 
a prejudice which had begun to diminifh ; that 
time, patience, and information, would not fail 
to vanquifh it. Almoft all the Virginians, added 
he, believe that the liberty of the blacks cannot 
foon become general. This is the reafon why 
they wifti not to form a fociety which may 
give dangerous ideas to their flaves. There is 
another obftaole — the great plantations of which 
the ftate is compofed, render it neceflary for 
men to live fo difperfed, that frequent meetings 
of a fociety would be difficult. 

I replied, that the Virginians were in an error, 
that evidently fooner or later the negroes would 
obtain their liberty everywhere. Jt is then for 
the intereft of your countrymen to prepare the 
way for fuch a revolution, by endeavouring to 
reconcile the reftitution of the rights of the 
blacks with the intereft of the whites. The 
means neceflary to be taken to this efFcft can 
only be the work of a fociety ; and it is worthy 
the faviour of America to put himfelf at their 
head, and to open the door of lil^erty to three 
hundred thoufand unhappy beings of his own 
State. He told me, that he defired the forma- 
tion 
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tion of a fociety, and that he would fecond it ; 
but that he did uot think the moment favourable. 
— Doubtlefs more elevated views abforbed his 
attention, and filled his foul. The deftiny of 
America was juft ready to be placed a fecond 
time in his hands. 

It is certainly a misfortune that fuch a fociety 
does not exift in Virginia and Maryland ; for it 
is to the pcrfevering zeal of thofe of Philadel- 
phia and New-York that we owe the progrefs 
of this revolution in America, and the forma- 
tion of the fociety in London. 

Why am I unable to paint to you the impref- 
(ions I received in attending the meetings of thefc' 
different focieties ? What fercnity in the counte- 
nances of the members ! What fimplicity in 
their difcourfes, candour in their difcuflions, be- 
neficence and energy in their decifions ! Each 
feemed eager to fpeak, not fhew his brilliance, 
but to be ufeful. 

With what joy they learned that a like fo- 
ciety was formed at Paris, in that capital fo re- 
nowned for its opulence and luxury, for its 
influence over a vaft kingdom, and through moft 
of the ftates of Europe! They haftened to pub- 
]i(h it in all the gazettes, as likewife the tranfla* 
tion of the firft difcourfe pronounced in that fo- 
ciety. They faw with joy, in the lift of the 
R 4 members, 
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members, the name of La Fayette, aftd that of 
other perfons known for their energy and patri- 
otifm. 

They did not doubt, if this fociety (hould 
brave the firft obftacles that attend it, and (hould 
unite itfelf with that of London, but that the 
information which they might give on the flave 
trade, and its unprofitable infamy, would en^ 
lighten the governments of Europe, and deter- 
mine them to fupprefs it. 

It is doubtlefs to this efFufion of joy, and to the 
flattering recommendations which I carried from 
Europe, rather than to my feeble efforts, that I 
owe the honour of being received a member of 
• thefe focieties. They dii not confine them- 
felves to this ; they appointed committees to 
affift me in my labours, and their archives were 
opened to me. 

Thefe beneficent focieties are at prefent con- 
templating new projects for the completion of 
their work of juftice and humanity. They are 
endeavouring to form fimilar inftitutions in other 
States, and they have fucceeded in the State of 
Delaware, The bufinefs of thefe focieties is 
not only to extend light and information to legif- 
latures, and to the people at large*, on the 

objects 

♦ In 1787, the Society of Ncw^York offered a gold medal 
for the bcft difcourfci at the public commencement at the col- 
lege, 



UI^ITED 8TATSS OF AMERICA. * 249 

©bjeds they have in view, and to form the 
'blacks by early inftruiftion in the duties of citi- 
zens; but they extend gratuitous proteftion to 
them in all cafes of individual qppreffion, and 
make it their duty to watch over the execution 
of the laws which have been obtained in their 
favour. Mr. Myers Fiftier, one of the firft law- 
yers of Philadelphia, is always ready to lend 
them his affiftance, which he generally docfs 
with fuccefs, and always without reward, Thefc 
focieties have committees in different parts of 
the country, to take notice of any infractions of 
thefe laws of liberty, and to prbpofe to the le- 
giflature fuch amendments as experience may 
require. 



APPENDIX TO THE PRECEDING LETTER, 
WRITTEN IN I79I. 

My wiflies have not been difappointed. The 
progrefs of thefe focieties is rapid in the United 
States: there is one already formed even in 
Virginia*; even there, men have dared to pub- 

lege, on the injuftice and cruelty of the flave trade, and the htal 
cfFe£ls of flavcry. 

* A fimilar fociety is lately formed in the State of Connec- 
ticut ^ probably the circumfiancc was not known to M. BrifTot. 

Translator. 

liOl 
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liih that truth which has fo oftea made ava- 
rice to tremblc^ — that truth which formerly 
would have been {lifted ia a BiUlille : God has 
created men of all nations ^ of all languages ^ of all 
colours y equally free: Slavery ^ in all its forms ^ in 
all its degrees y is a violation of the divine laws, 
and a degradation if human nature. 

Believe it, my dear friend, thefe truths, con- 
veyed in all the public papers, will complete the 
extirpation of that odious ilavery, which the 
nature of things in that country is deftroying 
with great rapidity. . For you may well ima- 
gine, that, in the rage of emigration to the 
weftern territory*, the negroes find it cafy to 
fly from (lavery, and that they are well re- 
ceived wherever they go. 

The folemn examples given by great men will 
contribute much to this revolution of principle. 
What proprietor of human beings does not blufli 
for himfelf, on feeing the celebrated General 
Gates aifemble his numerous flaves, and, in the 
midft of their careffes and tears of gratitude, re- 
ftore them all to liberty ; and in fuch a manner 
as to prevent any fatal confequences that might 

* In all the conflltutions of the New Sutes forming in the 
weftern territory, it is declared, that there ihall be neither fla- 
Tery nor involuntary (ervitude. 

refult 
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rcfult to them from the fuddcn enjoyment of {o 
great a benefit I 

The fociety of Philadelphia, which may be 
regarded a$ the fether of thefe holy inftitutions, 
has lately taken more cfFeftual meafures, both 
to inftruA the Blacks, and to form them to 
different employments. *• The wretch,'* fay 
they, in their addrefs to the public, ^* who has 
*^ long been treated as a beaft of burthen, is often 
^* degraded fo fitr as to appear of a fpecies inferior 
'^ to that of other men ; the chains which bind 
** his body, curb likewife his intelleftual facul- 
•^ ties, and enfeeble the focial affcdions of his 
•* heart." 

To inftruft and counfel thofe who are free, 
and render them capable of enjoying civil liberty ; 
to excite them to induftry; to furnifli them 
with occupations fuitable to their age, fex, ta- 
lents, and other circumftances ; and to procure 
to their children an education fuitable to their 
ftation, are the principal objedis of this fociety. 

For this end they have appointed four com- 
mittees: fir^, a committee of infpedion, to 
watch over the morals and general condudt of 
the free blacks ; fecond, a committee of guar- 
dians, whofe bufinefs it is to place the children 
with honeft tradefmen and others, to acquire 
trades ; third, a committee of education, to over^ 

fee 
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fuppreflioii of the flave trade a fubjefl: of fcriou* 
deliberation.'* 

Addreffes from all parts of the United States, 
figned by the moft refpeftable men, have been 
prefented to the new Congrcfs. Never was a 
fubjedt more warmly debated ; and, what never 
happened before in America, it gave occafion to 
the moft atrocious inveftives from the adverfa- 
ries of humanity. You will not doubt that thefe 
adverfaries were the deputies from the South. 
I except, however, the virtuous Maddifon, and 
cfpecially Mr. Vining, brother of that refpe£table 
woman fo unjuftly outraged by Mr. Chaftellux. 
He defended, with real eloquence, the caufe of 
the blacks. 

1 muft not forget to name among the advo- 
cates of humanity, Meffrs. Scott, Gerry, and 
Boudinot. You will be aftoniflied to find among 
their adverfaries the firft denunciator of the Cirt* 
ciimati, Mr. Burke; he who unfolded, with fa 
much energy, the fatal confcquences of the 
inequality which this order would introduce 
among the citizens; and the fame man could 
fupport the much more horrible inequality 
eftabliflied between the whites and blacks. 

You will be ftill more aftonifhed to learn, that 
he uniformly employed the language of invec- 
tive. This is the weapon that the partizans of 

flavery 
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flavery always ufc in America, in England, and 
In France. 

One of the moft ardent petitioners to Congrefs 
in this caufe, was the refpeSable Warner Miflin. 
His zeal was rewarded with atrocious calum- 
nies, which he always anfweVed with mildnefs, 
forgivenefs, and argument. 



LETTER XXIII. 

ON REPLACING THE SUGAR OF THE CANE BY 
THE SUGAR OF MAPLE. 

i^N this continent, my friend, fo polluted and 
tormented with flavery. Providence has 
placed two powerful and in£dlible means of de« 
ftroying this evil. The means are, the focieties 
of which we have been fpeaking, and the fugar- 
maple. 

Of all vegetables containing fugar, this maple, 
after the fugar-cane, contains the greateft quan- 
tity. It grows naturally in the United States, 
and may be propagated with great facility. All 
America feems covered with it, from Canada to 
Virginia; it becomes more rare at the fouth- 

ward, 
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ward, on the eaft of the mountains ; but it li 
found in abundance in the back country. 

Such is the beneficent tree which has, for a 
long time, recompenfdd the happy colonifts, 
whofe pofition deprived them of the delicate 
, fugarofouriflands. 

They have till lately contented themfelves 
with beftowing very little labour on the manu- 
fafture, only bringing it to a ftate of common 
coarfe fugar; but fnice the Quakers have dif- 
cerned in this produdion the means of deftroy- 
ing flavery, they have felt the neceflity of car- 
rying it to perfedion ; and fuccefs has crowned 
their endeavours. 

You know, my friend, all the difficulties at- 
tending the cultivation of the cane. It is a ten- 
der plant; it has many enemies, and requires 
conftant care and labour to defend it froni nu- 
merous accidents : add to thefe the painful ef- 
forts that the preparation and manufafture coft 
to the wretched Africans ; and, on comparing 
thefe to the advantages of the maple, you will 
be convinced, by a new argument, that much 
pains are often takea to commit unprofitable 
crimes. The maple is produced by nature; the 
fap to be extracted, requires no preparatory la- 
bour; it runs in February and March, a feafoa 
unfuitabk for other rural operations. Each tree^ 

without 
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without injury to itfelf, gives twelve or fifteen 
gallons, which will produce at lead five pounds 
of fugar. A man aided by four children may 
eafily, during four weeks running of the fap, 
make fifteen hundred pounds of fugar*. 

Advantages, like thefe, have not failed to ex- 
cite the attention of the friends of humanity : fo 
that, befides the fbcieties formed for the abolition 
of flavery, another is formed, whofe exprefs ob- 
jeft is to perfeft this valuable production. 

Mr. Drinker -f of Philadelphia made, laft year, 
fixty barrels of maple fugar on his eftate on the 
Delaware ; and he has publiflied a pamphlet on 
the befl: method of proceeding in this manufac- 
ture. 

♦ M. Lanthenas, one of the moft enlightened defenders of the 
Blacks in France, has made fome calculations on this fubjecl 
which cannot be too often repeated. Suppofing, fays he, that 
a family will produce in a feafon 15001b. of fugar, 80,000 fami- 
lies will produce, and that with very little trouble, a quantity 
equal to what is exported from St. Domingo in the moft plen- 
tiful year, which is reckoned at one hundred and twenty miU 
lions. This fuppofes twenty millions of trees, rendering five 
pounds each, eftimating the acre of the United States at 38,476 
iquare feet of France; and fuppofing the trees planted at (even 
feet diftance, about 30,000 acres appropriated to this ufe, would 
fufEcc for the above quantity of fugar. 

t Some of. the following fa£ls took place in 1789 and 1790, 
as my friends have written me from Philadelphia. I thought 
proper to infert them in this letter, to which they belong. 
Vol. I. S Edward 
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Edward Pennington of Philadelphia, formerly 
a refiner in the Weft Indies, has declared this 
fugar equal to that of the iflands, in grain, co-» 
lour, and tafle. 

The cultivators in the State of New York 
perceive, in an equal degree, the advantages of 
this produ6tion; they have made, this year, a 
great quantity of fugar, and brought it to great 
pcrfeftion. 

Whenever there fhall form from North to 
South a firm coalition, an ardent emulation to 
multiply the produce of this divine tree, and 
cfpecially when it fliall be deemed an impiety to 
deftroy it*, not only America may fupply her* 
felf, but (he may fill the markets of Europe with 
a fugar, the low price of which will ruin the 
fale of that of the iflands — a produce waftied 
with the tears and the blood of flaves. 

What an aftoni(hing effeft it would produce, 
to naturalize this tree through all Europe ! In 
France, we might plant them at twenty feet 
diftance, in a kind of orchard, which would at 

* A farmer has publifhed, that no IcTs than three millions of 
the maple trees are deftroyed annually in clearing the lands in 
the fingle State of New York, It is certainly worthy the care 
of every Legiflature in the Union, to prevent the deftrudion of 
fo iifeful a tree, which fcems to have been planted by the hand 
of Heaven for the confolation of man. 

the 
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the fame time prod ace pafture, fruits, and other 
vegetables. In this nianncr an acre would con- 
tain 140 trees, which, even when young, would 
produce three pounds of fugar a-year. This 
would give 420 pounds the acre, which at three- 
pence fterling the pound, and deducing one 
half for the labour, would yield annually 
2I. 12$. 6d. fterling, clear profit; beiides other 
produiSkions, which thcfe trees would not im- 
pede. This calculation might be reafbnably 
carried much higher; but I chofe to keep it as 
low as poffible*. 

Thus we (hould obtain a profitable produc- 
tion in Europe, and diminifh fo many ftrokes of 
the whip, which our luxury draws upon the 
blacks. Why is it, that, in our capital, where 

♦ The author ought to have carried the idea further. The 
fugar maple for fuel is equal to the beft oak ; for cabinet work, 
and many fimilar ufes, it is fuperior to moft of the fpecies of 
wood ufcd in Europe; as a tree of ornament and pleafure, it 
is at leaft equal to the elm or poplar. How many millions of 
young trees, for the above ufes, are planted every year in all 
parts of Europe, to renew and perpetuate the forefls, the public 
walks, the public and private gardens and parks, to border the 
great roads, &c. ! for all thefe purpofes the fugar maple might 
be planted, and the juice to be drawn from it might be reckoned 
a clear profit to the world. The experiment of M. Noailles, 
in his garden at St. Germains, proves that this American tree 
would fucceed well in Europe. — ^Translator. 

S 2 the 
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the delicacy of fentiment is fometimes equal 
to that fenfation, no focieties are formed, whoft 
objeft Ihould be to fvveeten their coffee with a 
fugar not embittered by the idea of the exceflive 
tears, cruelties, and crimes, without which thefe 
produftions have not been hitherto procured ? 
—an idea which cannot fail to prefent itfelf to 
the imagination of every humane and enlighten- 
ed man. Our devotees, our ignorant and in- 
human priefts, who never fail to be great lovers 
of coffee and fugar, would by thefe means be 
faved from the horrible part which they take in 
the moft enormous crime on which the fun ever 
(hone. In confuming thefe articles, do they not 
encourage thofe whofe guilt is more direft in 
the operation of producing them ? and yet, with 
what coldnefs, with what culpable indifference, 
do thefe pious men look upon our Society of the 
Friends of the Blacks ! 



LETTER 
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LETTER XXIV. 



ON A PLAN FOR THE RE-EMIGRATION OF 
THE BLACKS OF THE UNITED STATES, TO 
AFRICA, 



I HAVE already, my. friend, given you a 
(k^ch of the idea3 of Dr. Thornton on this 
fubjeft. This ardent friend of the Blacks . is 
perfuaded, that we cannot hope to fee a fincere 
union between them and the whites as long as 
they differ fo much in colour, and in their rights 
as citizens. He attributes to no other caufe the 
apathy perceivable in many Blacks, even in 
Maflachufetts, where they are free. Deprived 
of the hope of elecling or being eleded repre- 
fentatives, or of rifing to any places of honour 
and truft, the Negroes feem condemned to drag 
out their days in a ftate of fervility, or to Ian- ' 
guifli in (hops of retail. The Whites reproach 
them with a want of cleanlinefs, indolence, and 
inattention. But how can they be induftrious 
and adtive, while an infurmountable barrier fe- 
parates them from other citizens ? 

Even on admitting them to all the rights of 

S 3 citizens, 
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citizens, I know not if it would be poffible to 
efFeft a lafting and fincere union ; we arc fo 
ftrongly inclined to love our likenefs, that there 
would be unceafing fufpicions, jealoufies, and 
partialities, between the Whites and Blacks. 
We muft then recur to the projeft of Mr. 
Thornton — a projcft firft imagined by that 
great apoftle of philanthopy, Dr. Fothergill! 
—a projedt executed by the Society at Lon- 
don, or rather by the beneficent Granville 
Sharp!— a projed for reftoring the Negroes to 
their country, to eftablilh them there, and en- 
courage them in the cultivation of coffee, fugar, 
cotton, &c. to carry on manufafture, and to 
open a commerce with Europe. Mr. Thorn- 
ton has occupied himfelf with this confoling 
idea. He propofed himfelf to be the conduftor 
of the American Negroes who (hould repair to 
Africa. He propofed to unite them to the new 
colony at Sierra-Leona. He had fent, at his 
own expence, into Africa, a well intruded man, 
who had fpent feveral years in obferving the 
produ&ions of the country, the manufa<3:ures 
moft fuitable to it, the place moft convenient, 
and thfe meafures neceffary to be taken to fecure 
the colony from infults, and every thing was 
prepared. He had communicated his plan to 
fome Members of the Icgiflature of Maflachu- 

fetts, 
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fetts, who did not at firft relifli it. They liked 
better to give lands to their Negroes, and en- 
courage them in the cultivation. But, fays the 
Dodtor, what can they do with their land, un- 
accuftomed to war, and furrounded by lavages ? 
Suppofing them to fucceed, will you admit their 
reprefentatives to fit in your Affemblies, to prc- 
fide over you ? — No. Reftore them then to 
their native country. 

The Doctor was perfuadecj, that when his 
defign (hould be known, thoufands of the Ne- 
groes would follow him. He had remarked, as 
well as I, the injuftice of reproaching them with 
the fpirit of idlenefs. If they are lazy, fays he, 
why fb much expence to go and fteal them from 
their country for the fake of their labour. 

His reafoning begins to convince men of 
reflexion, and his plan gives a folution to the 
problem of Mr. Jefferfon.— .Sr^ Notes on Virginia. 

The State of Maiiachufetts has fince received 
a requeft from the Negroes, for the execution of 
the projefl:. They have promifed to give aid to 
it, as foon as they fhall be alTured of a fituatioa 
in Africa proper for a good eftabliihment : they 
have even promifed to furnifh veiTels, inftru- 
ments, provifions, &c. 

What advantage would refult to Africa, to 
Europe, and even to America, from the execu- 

S 4 tioa 
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tion of this plan ! For the Blacks of Africa would 
gradually civilize by the afliftance of thofe from 
America ; and the Whites, whom they ought to 
execrate, would never mingle with them. By 
this civilivation, Europe would open a vaft mar- 
ket to her manufadtures, and obtain, at a cheap 
rate, and without the effufion of blood, thofe 
produftions which coft her at the iflands fo much 
money and fo many crimes. God grant that this 
idea may foon be realized* ! 

A Society is formed in England, whole obje£t 
is to follow the eftablifliment of Sierra-Leona, 
and open a trade there for the produdions of the 
country. This fettlement is on land belonging 
to the Englifli, and dependant on the Englifli 
Government. 

Another fociety is formed, whofe objeft is 
partly the fame, but who wifh to render this 
fgftabliftiment independent of every European 
Government. They have lately publiflied their 
plan, under the following title : Plafi of a free 
Qomnuniiy on the Coafl of Jfrica^ formed under 
the protediion of Great Britain^ but e7itirely inde- 
pendent of all European Government and haws ; 
with an invitation^ under certain conditions^ to 

• To perceive the advantages, read the work intitled VAmi^ 
* ral refute par lui-meme j and fee the efforts made in England, to 
eftaUilh colonies in Africa, and to civilize the Blacks. 

thofe 
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thofe who may dejire to partake of the advantages 
of this undertaking. 

In this plan, of which every friend to hu- 
manity muft wifh the fucccfs, it is declared, 
that the Society is founded on the principle of 
univerfal philanthropy, and not fitilply for the 
neceflities of commerce: — advantages too much 
prized ; as if the happinefs of all the human race 
confifted in the acquifition of wealth. 



LETTER XXV. 

ON PHILADELPHIA, ITS BUILDINGS, POLICE, 

IN confidering the vices which tarnifli Old 
Europe, and the mild fraternity that unites 
the Quakers, Voltaire fometimes flew off in 
imagination beyond the feas, and longed to go 
and finifli his days in the city of Brothers. What 
would he have faid, had he been able to have 
realized his dream, and to have been a witnefs 
of the peace which reigns in this town ? I am 
wrong: Voltaire would have haftened to re- 
turn to Europe : he burned with the love of 

glory; 
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glory; he lived upon incenfe, and he would 
have received but little here. The gravity of 
the Quakers would have appeared to him a 
gloomy pedantry : he would have yawned in 
their aiTemblies, and been mortified to fee his 
epigrams pafs without applaufe ; he would have 
fighed for the fparkling wit of his amiable fops 
of Paris. ^ 

Philadelphia may be confidered as the metro- 
polis of the United States. It is certainly the 
fined town, and the beft built ; it is the mod 
wealthy, though not the moft luxurious. You 
find here more men of information, more po- 
litical and literary knowledge, and more learned 
focieties. Many towns in America are more 
ancient; but Philadelphia has furpaifed her 
elders. 

The Swedes were firft eftabliflied on the fpot 
where this town has been fince built. The 
Swediih church on the banks of the Delaware 
is more than one hundred years old. It is the 
cldeft church in the town, at prefent under the 
care of Dr. Collins, a Swedifli minifter of great 
learning and merit. He writes very well in 
Englifh, and has compofed many works in that 
language ; among which is the Foreign SpeHaior^ 
in which he wifolds the ibundeft principles of 

republican 
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republican policy. He is a fervent apoftle of 
liberty. 

Penn brought into his new colony a govern- 
ment truly fraternal. Brothers who live to- 
gether, have no need of foldiers, nor forts, nor 
police, nor that formidable apparatus which 
. makes of European towns garrifons of war. 
^ At ten o'clock in the evening all is tranquil 
in the ftrcets; the profound filence which 
reigns there, is only interrupted by the voice of 
the watchmen, who are in fmall numbers, and 
who form the only patrole. The ftreets are 
lighted by lamps, placed like thofe of London. 

On the fide of the ftrcets are footways of 
brick, and gutters conftrufted of brick or wood. 
Strong ports are placed to prevent carriages from 
pafling on the footways. All the ftreets arc 
furnifhed with public pumps, in great numbers. 
At the door of each houfe are placed two 
benches, where the family fit at evening to take 
the frefti air, and amufc themfelves in looking 
at the paflcngers. yit is certainly a bad cuftom, 
as the evening air is unhealthful, and the exer- 
cife is not fufficient to correft this evil, for they 
never walk here : they fupply the want of 
walking, by riding out into the country. They 
have few coaches at Philadelphia. You fee 
many handfome waggons, which arc ufed to 

carry 
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carry the family into the country ; they are a 
kind of long carriage, light and open, and may 
contain twelve perfons. They have many 
chairs and fulkeys, open on all fides; the former 
may carry two perfons, the latter only one. 

The horfes ufed in thefe carriages are neither 
handfome nor ftrong ; but they travel very well. 
I have not yet met with thofe fine horfes of 
which M. de Crevecoeur fpeaks, and which I 
thought were equal to the enormous breed of 
Flanders. I fufpe6l the Americans of not 
taking fufficient care of their horfes, and of 
nourilhing them ill ; they give them no ftraw in 
the ftable; on returning from long and fatiguing 
gourfes they are fent to pafture. 

Philadelphia is built on a regular plan : long 
and large ftreets crofs each other at right angles : 
this regularity, which is a real ornament, is 
at firft embarrafling to a ftranger; he has much 
difficulty in finding himfelf, efpecially as the 
ftreets are not infcribed, and the doors not num* 
bered. It is ft range that the Quakers, who are 
(o fond of order, have not adopted thefe two 
conveniencies ; that they have not borrowed 
them from the Engli(h> of whom they have 
torrowed fo many things. This double defecfl 
is a torment to ftrangers. The ftiops, which 

adorn 
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adorn the principal ftrects, are remarkable for 
their neatnefs. 

The State-houfe, where the Legiflaturc af- 
fembles, is a handfome building: by its fide 
they are building a magnificent houfeof juftice, 

Mr. Raynal has exaggerated every thing; the 
buildings, the library, the ftreets : he fpeaks of 
ftreets 100 feet wide; there is none of this 
width, except Market-ftreet; they are generally 
from 50 to 60 feet wide. He fpeaks of wharfs 
of 2CO feet : there is none fiich here; the wharfs 
in general are fmall and niggardly. He fays 
they have every where followed the plan laid 
down by Mr. Penn in building their houfes. 
They have violated it in building Water-ftrcet, 
where he had projedled elegant wharfs. Raynal 
fpeaks likewifc of houfes covered with flate^ 
and of marble monuments in the churches, and 
in the halls of the State-houfe. I have feen 
nothing of all this. 

Behind the State-houfe is a public garden ; it 
is the only one that exifts in Philadelphia. It 
is not large; but it is agreeable, and one may 
breathe in it. It is compofed of a number of 
verdant fquares, interfered by alleys. 

All the fpace from Front-ftreet on the Dela- 
ware to Front-ftreet on the Skuylkill, is already 
diftributed into fquares for ftreets and houfes: 

they 
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they build here, but not fo brilkly as at New- 
York. The inhabitants wi(h for the aggrandifc-» 
ment of their city: they are wrong; Philadel- 
phia is already too confiderable. When towns 
acquire this degree of population, you muft have 
hofpitals, prifons, foldiers, police, fpies, and all 
the fweeping train of luxury ; that luxury which 
Penn wiflied to avoid. It already appears : they 
have carpets, elegant carpets ; it is a favourite 
. tafte with the Americans ; they receive it from 
the interefted avarice of their old mafters the 
Englifli. 

A carpet in fummer is an abfurdity ; yet they 
fpread them in this feafon, and from vanity : this 
vanity excufes itfelf by faying that the carpet 
is an ornament ; that is to fay, they facrificc 
reafon and utility to fhow. 

The Quakers have likewife carpets ; but the 
rigorous ones blame this praftice. They men- 
tioned to me an inftancc of a Quaker from Ca- 
rolina, who, going to dine with one of the mod 
opulent at Philadelphia, was. offended at iinding 
the paffage from the door to the ftaircafe cover- 
ed with a carpet, and would not enter the houfe; 
he faid that he never dined in a houfe where 
there was luxury; and that it was better to 
clothe the poor, than to clothe the earth. 

If this man juilly cenfured the prodigality of 
8 carpets. 
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carpets, how much more fevercly ought he to 
cenlure the women of Philadelphia ? I fpeak 
not here of the Quaker- women ? I refer my 
obfervations on them to the chapter which I re- 
ferve for that fociety. But the women of the 
other feds wear hats and caps almoft as varied 
as thofe of Paris. They beftow immenfe ex- 
pences on their toilet and head-drefs, and difplay 
pretenfions too afFeded to be pleafing. 

It is a great misfortune that, in republics^ 
women (hould facrifice fo much time to trifles ; 
and that men (hould likewife hold this tafle in 
fome eftimation. 

A very ingenious woman in this town is re- 
proached with having contributed more than all 
others to introduce this tafte for luxury. I really 
regret to fee her hulband, who appears to be 
well informed, and of an amiable charader, 
afFe£t, in his buildings and furniture, a pomp 
which ought for ever to have been a ftranger to 
Philadelphia; and why? to draw around him 
the gaudy prigs and paralites of Europe. And 
what does he gain by it ? jealoufy ; the reproach 
of his fellow-citizens, and the ridicule of ftran- 
gers. When a man enjoys pecuniary advan- 
tages, and at the fame time poilefles genius, 
knowledj^e, refleflion, and the love of doing: 
good, how eafy it is to make himfelf beloved 

and 
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and efteemedy by employing his fortune, and 
perhaps increafing it, in enterprifes ufeful to the 
public ! 

Notwithftanding the fatal efFedts that might 
be expefted here from luxury, we may fay with 
truth, that there is no town where morals are 
more refpedcd. Adultery- is not known here; 
there is no inftance of a wife, of any fedl, who 
has failed in her duty. 

This, I am told, is owing to what may be 
called the civil ftate of women. They marry 
without dower; they bring to their hulbands 
only the furniture of their houfes; and they wait 
the death of their parents before they conle to 
the poffeffion of their property. 

I have been infDrmed, however, of a Mrs. 
Livingfton, daughter of Doftor Shippen, who 
lives feparated from her hu{band. This fepara- 
tion was made by mutual agreement. This 
young woman married Mr. Livingfton only in 
obedience to the father ; obedience of this kind 
is very rare in this country. The father pro- 
mifed to take her again, if (he fliould not be 
pleafed with her hulband: (he was not pleafed 
with him ; the father received her, and (he lives 
at prefent virtuous and refpeded. 

You would not have fo good an idea of the 
morals of this country, if you were to read a fa- 
tire 
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tire lately publiflied, entitled ^Ae Times. The 
author is Mr. Markoc. He difcovcrs a re- 
markable talent for poetry ; a talent fimilar to 
that of our fatirift Guibert, who lately died ia 
an hofpital; but, like him, he paints with too 
high colgurs; and, like all poets, he often fub- 
ftitutes fable for truth, Mr. Markoc infpires 
the lefs confidence, as he diflionourahis writings 
by an intemperate life. A fatirift, to be be- 
lieved, and to be ufeful, ought to exhibit the 
moft unexceptionable morals. 

The celebrated Paine, author of Commoa 
Senfe, fo much venerated by the French, i^ 
moft cruelly treated in this fatire. This is not 
the firft that has been publifhed againft him ; I 
have feen another, very fevere, by an inhabitant 
of North Carolina. 

Mr. Paine has enjoyed great fuccefs here ; it 
is not therefore furprifing that fatireS (hould be 
written againft him. Whatever may be the 4 
caufe of it, it cannot be denied, that his writings 
had a great efFe£t on the American revolution ; 
and this circumftance ought to place him in the 
rank of the benefadJors of America. 

I have feen another author at Philadelphia^ 
who has imagination and wit ; it is Mr. Craw- 
ford He has publiflied feveral poems; as like- 
wile Ohfervations on the Slavery of the Nc- 

VoL. I. . T groes. 
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groes, full of good fenfe and humanity. He has 
publiHied an addrefs of the famous George Fox 
to the Jews, Mr. Crawford has a turn for 
my (Ileal ideas ; this, aided by great applicatioa 
to ftudy, and an inflammable imagination, has 
led him to turns of infanity. He was formerly 
a deift, and has been converted by the celebrated 
DoSor Jebb. 

There is no town on the continent where 
there is fo much printing done as at Philadelphia. 
Gazettes and book-ftores are numerous in the 
town, and paper-mills in the State. 

Among the printers and bookfellers of this 
town, I remarked Mr. Carey, an Irifli printer, 
who, for having publifhed, in his journal of 
T^he Volunteers of Ireland^ an article which 
wounded fome people in place, particularly Mr. 
Fofter, was perfecuted, and obliged to fly to 
America. Being deftitute of money, M. de la 
Fayette gave him affiftance, and enabled him to 
eftablifli a prefs, on condition that this a6l of 
generofity fhould remain a fecret. Mr. Carey 
kept his word; but having a public quarrel two 
years afterwards with another printer, Mr. Of- 
wald, who quarrels with all the world, and who 
called in queftion the origin of Mr. Carey's for- 
tune, he was obliged to reveal the fecret. 

This printer, who unites great induftry with 

great 
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great information, publifties a monthly colleftion, 
called Tthe American Mufeum^ which is equal to 
the beft periodical publication in Europe. It 
contains every thing the moft important that 
America produces in the' arts, in the fciences, 
and in politics. The part that concerns agricul- 
ture, is attended to with great care. 

There are at prefent very few French mer- 
chants at Philadelphia. The failure of thofe 
who firft came difcouraged others, and has put 
the Americans on their guard. I have en- 
deavoured to difcover the caufe of thefe fail- 
ures; and have found that the greater part of 
thefe French merchants had either begun with 
little property, or had made imprudent pur- 
chafes, or given themfelves up to extravagant 
cxpences. Moft of them were ignorant of the 
language, cuftoms, and laws of the country; 
moft of them were feduced by the high price 
which they received for their goods in paper- 
money: imagining that this paper would fooii 
rife to par, they amafled as much as poffible of 
it, calculating on enormous profits; and thus fed 
the hopes of their correfpondents in Europe, 
Thefe hopes were difappointed. Some know- 
ledge of bufinefs, of men, of politics, of revolu- 
tions, and of the country, would have taught 
them, that many years muft elapfe before the 

. T % public 
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it one of the principal places of foreign com- 
merce, and at the fame time the great magazine 
of all the productions of the fertile lands of 
Pennfylvania, and of thofe of fome of the neigh- 
bouring States. The vaft rivers, which by their 
numerous branches communicate to all parts of 
the State, give a value to the lands, and attra£): 
inhabitants. The chmate, lefs cold than that 
of the Northern States, and lefs warm than that 
of the South, forms another very confiderable 
attraction. 

But I firmly believe that it is not (imply to 
thofe phyfical advantages that Pennfylvania owes 
her profperity. It is to the manners of the in- 
habitants ; it is to the univerfal tolerance which 
reigned there from the beginning; it is to the 
fimpligity, oeconomy, induftry, and perfeverance 
of the Quakers, which, centering in two points, 
agriculture and commerce, have carried them to 
a greater perfection than they have attained 
among other feCts. The cabin of a fimple 
cultivator gives birth to more children than 
a gilded palace ; and lefs of them perifli in in- 
fancy. 

And fince the table of population of a country 
appears to you always the moft exaCt meafure of 
its profperity, compare, at four different epochs, 

the 
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the number of inhabitants paying capitation in 

Penniylvania* 

1760. I 1770. j 1779* I 1786. 
. 31,667 I 39,765 I 45^683 I 66,925. 

^ You fee that population has more than doubled 
in twenty-five years, notwithftanding the hor- 
rible depopulation of a war of eight years. Ob- 
ferve in this ftating, that the blacks are not ift- 
cluded, which form about one fifth of the po- 
pulation of the State. Obfcrve, that by the cal- 
culation of the general convention in 1787, the 
number of whites in this State was carried- to 
360,000 ; which fuppofes, very nearly, a wife 
and four children for every taxable head. 

The public fpirit which the Quakers manifcft 
in every thing, has given rife to feveral ufeful 
inftitutions in Philadelphia, which I, have not 
yet mentioned. One of them is the Difpenfaryj 
which diftributcs medicines gratis to the fick 
who are not in a fituation to purchafe them. 

See how eafy and cheap it is to do good* 
Let thofe men blufli, then, who diffipate their 
fortunes in luxury and in idlenefs ! One thou- 
fand fix hundred and forty- feven perlbns were 
treated by this eftablifliment during the year 
1787. By calculation this treatment coft to the 
cftablifliment five (hillings and - nine-pence for 
each patient. Thus, for two hundred pounds 

T4 fterling, 
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fterling, fixteeii hundred and forty-feven pcrfons 
are rendered happy. 

To this public Ipirit, fo ingenious in varying 
its benefits, is owing tl^e Benevolent Inftitution^ 
whofe objed^it is to fuccour, iu their own houfes, 
poor women in childbed. 

Another fqciety has for its objed to alleviate 
the fituation of prifoners. 

The Philadelphians confine not their atten- 
tion to their brethren ; they extend it to ftran- 
gors; they have formed a foujuety for the affift- 
^QO of emigrants who arrive from Germany. 
A fjr^ilar one. is formed a^ New York^ called 
the Hibernian Society, iox the fuccour of emi- 
grants from IreUud. Thelc focieties inform 
themfclves^ on the arrival of a fliip, of the fitua^ 
tion of the. emigrants, andprp^urethem imme- 
diate employ. 

Here is a company for iafurance again ft fire. 
The houfes arc conflrufted pf wood and brick, 
and confequently expofcd to the ravages of fire. 
The infurers are the infured, a method which 
prevents the abufes to which your company at 
Paris is expofed* 

In the midft of all thefe things which, excite 
my adrhiration and my tender regard, one trait 
of injuftice gives me much pain, becaufe it leems 
to tarnifh the glory of Pennfylvania. Penn 

5 . left 
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left to his family an immenfe property here. In 
the laft war his defcendants took part with the 
Eiiglilh government, and retired to England. 
The legiflature of Pennfylvania paffed a law, 
taking from them all their lands and their rents* 
and voted to give them for the whole one hun- 
dred and fifty thoufahd pounds. This fum was 
to have been paid in paper- taoney, which fuffefc 
ed then a confiderable depreciation. .The firft 
term only has been paid. 

It cannot be denied, that .there was a great 
injuftice in the eftimation, in the. mode of pay* 
mcnt, and in th.e delay. The State of Pennfyl- 
vania has too much refpe^fl for property, and 
too much attachment to juflice, not to repair 
its wrongs one day to the family of Penn, which 
iubfifls at prefent only at the expence of the 
Englifh nation. 



LETTER 
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LETTER XXVI. 

PROGRESS OF CULTIVATION IN PENNSYL- 
VANIA. 

HITHERTO, my friend, we have fpoken 
only of farms already in good culture, 
and in the neighbourhood of towns. We muft 
now penetrate farther, defcend into the midfl: of 
the wildernefs, and obfcrve the man, detached 
from fociety, with his axe in his hand, felling the 
venerable oak, that had been rclpefted by the 
favage, and fupplying its place with the hum- 
ble fpire of corn. We muft follow this man in 
his progrefs, obferve the changes that his cabin 
undergoes, when it becomes the center of twen- 
ty other cabins which rife fucceflively round it. 
An American farmer has communicated to me 
the principal traits of the rural pifturc which I 
am going to lay before you. The firft planter*, 

or 

* As the tranflator recolIeSs to have feen this fanciful de* 
fcriptibn many times publi(hed in America, he was lefs anxious 
in re-tranflating it, to flatter the original author, by retaining 
all his ideas, than he was to fave the credit of M. BrifTot de 
Warville, by abridging the piece. Credulity is indeed a lefs 

fault 



UNITED STATES OP AMERICA. 283 

or he who begins a fettlement in the woods, is 
generally a man who has lofl his fortune and his 
credit in the cultivated part of the State. He 
emigrates in the month of April. His firft work 
is to build a little cabin for himfelf and familyi 
the roof is of rough hewn wood, the floor of 
earth. It is lighted by the door, or fometimes 
by a little window with oiled paper. A more 
wretched building adjoining it gives (helter to a 
cow and two miferable horfes. This done, he 
attacks the trees that furround his cabin. To 
extirpate them by the root, would require too 
much labour. He contents himfelf by cutting 
them at two or three feet from the ground. 
The fpace thus cleared is then plowed, and 
planted with Indian corn. The foil being new 
requires little culture ; in the month of Odtobcr 
it yields a harveft of forty or fifty bufliels the 
acre. Even from the month of September, this 
corn furniflies a plentiful and agreeable nourifh-* 
ment to his family. Hunting and fifhing, with 
a little grain, fuffice, during the winter, for the 
fubfiftence of his family ; while the cow and 
horfes of our planter feed on the poor wild graft, 

fsLvlt in a traveller than prejudice; but it ought, however, to 
be correded. Accounts like this put one in mind of Dr« 
Franklin's romance of Mary Bahr^ fo religioufly believed and 
copied by the Abbe Raynal, in his Hiilory of the Two Indies. 

or 
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or the buds of trees. During the firft year he 
fuffers much from cold and hunger; but he en^ 
dures it without repmingv . Being near the fa-^ 
vages he adopts their manners; his fatigue is 
yiolent, but it is fufpended by long intervals of 
?epofe : his pleafures confift in fifliing and hunt* 
iiigi he loves fpiritiious liquors; be cats, drinks, 
^dfleeps in the filth otliis little.cabin. 
r Tbws roll away the firft three years of our 
planter in laziiiefs, independence, the variation 
of ple^ture, and of labour. But population aug-- 
menta in his neighbourhood, and then his trou^^ 
bles begin. His cattle could before.run at large; 
but now his neighbours force him to retain them 
withiil his little facm. Formerly the wild 
beafts gavfe fubliftchce to his family ; they now 
fly a country which begins to be peopled by 
men, and Confequently by enemies. An increaf- 
ing fociety brings regulations, taxes, and the 
parade of laws ; and nothing is fo terrible to our 
independent planter as all thefe fliackles. He 
will not confent to facrifice a fingle natural right 
for all the benefits of government ; he abandons 
then his little eftablilhment, and goes to leek a 
fecond retreat in the wildernefs, where he can 
recodiiicnce his labours, and prepare a farm for 
cultivation. Such are the charms of independ* 
euce, that many men have begun the clearing 

of 
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of farms four times in difieretit parts of tbia 
State. 

It has been remarked, that the preaching of 
the gofpel always drives off men of this clafs* 
And it is not furprifing if we confider how much 
its precepts ?ire oppofed to the licentioufncfs of 
their manner of life. But the labour beftowed 
by the firft planter gives fome value to the 
farm, which now comes to be occupied by a 
fnan of the fecond clafs of planters. He begins 
by adding to his cabin a houfe. A faw-mill in 
the neighbouring fettlement, furnifheshim with 
boards. His houfe is covered with (hingles, 
9nd is two (lories high. He makes a little mea« 
dow, plants an orchard of two or three hundred 
apple-trees. His (lable is enlarged ; he builds a 
fpacious barn of wood, and covers it with rye- 
ftraw. Inftead of planting only Indian corn^ 
he cultivates wheat and rye ; the lafl is defined 
to make whiiky. But this planter manages ill ; 
his fields are badly plowed, never manured,, and 
give but fmall crops. His cattle break through 
his fences, deftroy his crops, and often cut off 
the hopes of the year. His horfes are ill fed^ 
and feeble ; his cattle often die with hunger ia 
the Spring ; his houfe and his farm giv.e equal 
proofs of the want of ind'uftry j t)ie glafs of hi^^ 

windows 
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Windows has givea place to old hats and rags. 
This man is fond of company ; he drinks to 
cxcefs ; pafles much of his time in disputing 
about politics. Thus he contrafts debts, and is 
forced, after fome years, to fell his plantation to 
a planter of the third and laft clafs. 

This is ordinarily a man of property, and of . 
a cultivated mind. His firft objciSt is to convert 
into meadow all his land, on which he can con* 
dudl water. He then builds a barn of ftone, 
fbmetimes a hundred feet in length, and forty 
in breadth. This defends his cattle from cold, 
and they eat lefs when kept warm, than when 
expofed to the froft. To fpare the confumption 
of fuel, he makes ufe of economical ftoves, 
and by this he faves immenfe lalx)ur in cutting 
and carting wood. He multiplies the objefts 
of culture; befides corn, wheat, and rye, he 
cultivates oats and buck-wheat. Near his houfe 
he forms a garden of one or two acres, which 
gives him quantities of cabbage, potatoes, and 
turnips. Near the fpring which furnifhes him 
with water, he builds a dairy-houfe. He aug- 
ments the number, and improves the quality of 
his fruit-trees. His fons are always at work by^ 
his fide ; his wife and daughter quit their wheels 
for the labours of the harveft. The laft objedt 

of 
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of induftry is to build a houfe for his own ufe. 
This building is generally of ftone; it is vaft, 
well diftributed, and well furnifhed* His horfes 
and cattle, by their good appearance, their 
ftrength, and fecundity, prove that they are 
well fed, and well attended. His table abounds 
with delicate and various difhes. His kitchen 
flows with milk and honey. The ordinary 
drink of his family is beer, cyder, and wine : 
his wife and daughters manufadure their cloath-' 
ing. In proportion as he grows rich, he per- 
ceives the value of the protection of the laws j 
he pays his taxes with punctuality ; he contri- 
butes to the fupport of churches and fchocAs^ 
as the only means of infuring order and tran- 
quillity. 

Two-thirds of the farmers of Pennfylvania 
belong to this third clafs. It is to them that 
the State owes its ancient reputation and im- 
portance. If they have lefs of cunning than 
their neighbours of the South, who cultivate 
their lands by flaves, they have more of the re-' 
publican virtues. It was from their forms that 
the American and French armies were princi- 
pally fuppKed during the laft war ; it was fronf 
their produce that came thofe millions of dol- 
lars brought from the Havanna after the year 

1780 
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1780— millions which laid the foundation of 
the bank of North America, and fupported the 
American arnny till the peace. 

' This is a feeble fketch of the happinefs of a 
Pcnniylvania farmer ; a happinefs to which this 
State calls men of all countries and of all reli- 
gions. It offers not the pleafures of the Arca- 
dia of the poets, or thofe of the great towns of 
ij^urope ; but it promifes you independence, 
plenty, and happinefs— in return for patience, 
iuduftry, and labour. The moderate price of 
lands, the credit that may be obtained, and the 
perfect fecurity that the courts of juftice give to 
every fpecies of property, place thefe advan- 
tages within the reach of every condition of 
men. 

I do not pretend here to give the hiftory of 
all the fettlements of Pennfylvania. It often 
happens, that the fame man, or the fame fami- 
ly, holds the place of the firll and fecond, and 
Ibmetimes of the third clafs of planters above 
defcribed. In the counties near Philadelphia, 
you fee vaft houfes of brick, and farms well 
cultivated, in the poffeflion of the defendants 
ia the fecond or third degree, of the compa- 
nions of William Pemi. 

This paffiofl for emigration, of which I have 

fpoken. 
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fpoken, will appear to you unaccountable : — 
that a man fliould voluntarily abandon the coun- 
try that gave him birth, the church where he 
was confecrated to God, the tombs of his ancef- 
tors, the companions and friends of his youth i 
and all the plea fu res of polilhed fociety — to ex- 
pofe himfelf to the dangers and difficulties of 
conquering favage nature, is, in the eyes of an 
European philofopher, a phenomenon which 
contradifts the ordinary progrefs and principles 
of the adlions of men. But fuch is the fad ; 
and this paflion contributes to increafe the po- 
pulation of America, not only in the new fet- 
tlements, but in the old ftates ; for, when the 
number of farmers is augmented in any canton 
beyond the number of convenient farms, thfc 
population languifties, the price of land rifes to 
fuch a degree as to diminifh the profits of agri- 
culture, encourage idlenefs, or turn the atten- 
tion to lefs honourable purfuits. The bed: pre- 
ventative of thefe evils is the emigration of part 
of the inhabitants. This part generally confifts 
of the moft idle and diflipated, who ncceflarily 
become induftrious in their new fettlement ; 
while the departure augments the means of fub- 
fiftence and population to thofe left behind ; as 
pruning increafes the fize of the tree, and the 
quantity of its fruit. 

Vol. I. U The 
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The third clafs of cultivators which I have 
defcribed, is chiefly compofed of Germans. They 
make a great part of the population of Pennfyl- 
vania. It is more than a century fince the firft 
Germans were eftabhihed here. They are re- 
garded as the moft honeft, the moft induftrious, 
and oeconomical of the farmers. They never 
contrail debts ; they are, of all the Americans, 
the leaft attached to the ufe of rum and other 
ardent fpirits. Thus their families are the moft 
numerous. It is very common to fee them 
have twelve or fourteen children*. It is faid, 
they have not fo much information as the 
other Americans ; and information is the foul 
of a Republican Government : but yet you find 
many men refpeftable for their knowledge and 
underftanding amongft them, fuch as Ritten- 
houfe, Kuhn, Mulhenberg, &c, 
. A principal caufe of emigration in the back 
parts of Pennfylvania, is the hope of efcaping 
taxes ; yet the land-tax is very light, as it does 
not exceed a penny in the pound of the eftima- 
tion ; and the eftimation is much under the va- 
lue of the lands. 

There is much irregularity in the land-tax, 
as likewife in the capitation, or poll-tax ; but I 

♦ According to M. Moheau, one family in 25,000 in 
France has thirteen children ; two have twelve. 
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fee with pleafure, that batchelors pay more thaa 
married men. 



LETTER XXVIL 

CLIMATE AND DISEASES OP PHILADELPHIA, 
AND ITS VICINITY. 

I HAVE already fpoken to you, my friend, 
of the climate of this happy town. The 
refpeftable Doftor Ru(h has juft communicated 
to me fome new and curious details, which I 
will communicate. 

This enlightened obferver, in one energic 
phrafe, has piftured to me the variations inci- 
dent to Philadelphia. We have, faid he, the 
humidity of Great Britain in the Spring, the 
heat of Africa in Summer, the temperance of 
Italy in June, the fky of Egypt in Autumn, 
the fnows of Norway and the ice of Holland 
during the winter ; the tempefts, to a certain 
degree, of the Weft Indies in each feafbn, and 
the variable winds of Great Britain in every 
month of the year. 

Notwithftandixig all thefe changes, the Doc- 
U 2 tor 



292 NEW TRAVELS IN THE 

tor thinks, that the climate of Philadelphia is 
one of the moft healthful in the world. 

In dry weather, the air has a peculiar elafti- 
city, which renders heat or cold lefs infupport- 
able than they are in places more humid. The 
air never becomes heavy and fatiguing, but 
when the rains are not followed by the benefi- 
cent North-weft. During the three weeks 
that I have pjifled here (in Auguft and Septem- 
ber) I have fcltjiothing of the languor of body, 
and depreflion of fplrits, which I expedled : 
though the heat has been very great, I found it 
fupportable ; nearly like that of Paris, but it 
caufed a greater perfpiration. 

Doftor Rufh has obferved, and many phyfi- 
cians of Europe made the fame obfervation, 
that the ftate of mind has great influence upon 
the health. He cited to me two ftriking exam- 
ples of it. The Englifli feamen wounded ia 
the famous naval battle of the 12th of April 
1782, were cured with the greateft facility. 
The joy of viftory gave to their bodies the 
force of health. He had made the fame obfer- 
vations on the American foldiers wounded at 
the battle of Trenton. 

Variability is the charafleriftic of the climate 
of Pennfylvania. It has changed by the clear- 
ing of lands, and the diminution of waters, 

which 
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which formerly abounded in this part of Anae-^ 
rica. Many creeks, and even rivers, have dif- 
appeared by degrees ; and this is to be expedled 
in a country where forefts give place to cul- 
tivated fields. 

Thefe chariges have produced happy effefla 
on the health of the people. An old man of 
this country has obferved to me, that the health 
of the Pennfylvanians augments in proportion 
to the cultivation of the country ; that their 
vifages are lefs pale than they were thirty or 
forty years paft ; that for fome time the num^ 
bcr of centenaries has increafed, and that the 
feptuagenaries are very numerous. 

In 1782, there was fuch an extraordinary 
drought, that the Indian corn did not come to 
perfection, the meadows failed, and the foil be- 
came fo inflammable, that in fome places it 
caught fire, and the furface was burnt. — This 
year it has been exceffively rainy. On the i8th 
and 19th of Auguft, there fell at Philadelphia 
feven inches of water. Wheat has fufFei'ed 
much this year from the rains. 

Happily all parts of the country are not fub- 
jeft to the fame variations of the atmofphere ; 
fo that a general fcarcity is never known. If 
the harveft fails here, at fifty miles diftancc it 
abounds. You fee that the heat here is about 

U 3 the 
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the fame as at Paris, and that it is never fo 
great as at Rome, fince at the latter place the 
thermometer of Reaumur rifes to 30 degrees. 
You fee, that the winter here is not much 
colder than at Paris, as it rarely defcends more 
than to twelve degrees below the freezing point. 
There falls much more rain here than at Paris. 
The common quantity there is twenty inches 
in the year, and it has not been known but 
once in fixty years to rife to twenty-five, while 
the common quantity at Philadelphia is thirty- 
five inches. By comparing the climate of Phi- 
ladelphia with that of Pekin, nearly in the fame 
latitude, you will find, from the tables of Kir- 
wan, that the winters are much colder, and 
the fummers much warmer, in that part of 
China, than at Philadelphia. Dr. Ru(h attri-. 
butes the difference to this circumftance, that 
Pennfylvania is bordered with a vaft extent of 
foreft, and that the country about Pekin is ge- 
nerally and highly cultivated. 

My friend Myers Fiflier, who endeavours to 
explain the charaders of men from the phyfical 
circumftances that furround them, has com- 
municated to me an obfervation which he has 
made in that refpeft ; it is, that the aftivity of 
the inhabitants of- a country may be meafured 

by 
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by the rapidity of its rivers, and the variations 
in its atmofphere. 

He could fee the duhiefs and indecifion of 
the Virginians in the flow movement of the 
Potowmac ; while the rapid current of the ri- 
vers of the North painted to him the adivity of 
the people of New-England* 

He told me, likewife, that the health of the 
people might very well confift with the vari- 
ations of the air, provided that wife precautions 
were taken. This, as he aflured^ me, was a 
part of the difcipline of the Quakers. Thus, 
according to him, you may meafure the longe- 
vity of the people of Pennfylvania by the fedl 
to which they belong. That of the Quakers 
ought to be placed at the head of this table of 
longevity ; that of the Moravians next ; the 
Prefbyterians next, &c. 

Dodor Rufli, whofe obfervations in this re- 
fpedl are numerous, has told me, that fudden 
variations caufed more difeafes and deaths than 
either heat or cold conftantly exceffive. He in- 
ftanced the rigorous winter of 1780, the burn- 
ing fummer of 1782, and the rainy fummer of 
1788. There were then few or no difeafes; 
and thofe that happened were occafioned by im- 
prudence, fuch as cold water drunk in heat, or 
fpirituous liquors in cold. Pleurifies and inflam- 

U 4 matory 
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matoiy diibrders are much dimiaiflied whhia 
€fty years. The months of May and June arc 
confidered as the mod lalubrious, and the vale- 
tudinariaos arc obferved to be better in lummer 
and in winter. 



LETTER XXVIII. 

DISEASES THE MOST COMMON IN THE UNITED 
STATES. 

AMONG the difeafes of the United States, 
the confumption doubtlefs makes the 
grcatcft ravages. It was unknown to the origi- 
nal inhabitants of the country ; it is then the 
refult of European habits of life tranfported to 
this new Continent. It is. more common in the 
towns than in the country ; it deftroys more 
women than men ; it is a languid diforder, which 
drags, by flow ftcps, its vidim to the tomb ; 
each day plunges the dagger deeper in his 
breaft, and renders more vifible the incurable 
wound. Death, without ceafing, flares him in 
the face, and throws a funeral (hrowd over the 
remainder of his days. The world, and its 
plcafurcs difappcar ; the ties of friendship are the 

only 
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only ones that are ftrcngtheiied aiid endeared^ 
and which double the bittemefs of his approach- 
ing diffolution. The confumption, in a word, 
is a long continued agony, a flow tormenting 
death. 

The phyficians of this country attribute it to 
different caufes; to the exceffive ufe of hot 
drinks, fuch as tea and coffee ; to the habit of 
remaining too long in bed, and the ufe of feather- 
beds, for thff know riot the ufe of mattreflfes }. to 
the cuftom of eating too much meat, and of 
drinking too much fpirituous liquors. Women 
are more fubje£l to it than men ; becaufe, inde- 
pendently of the above caufes, they take but 
little exercife, which is the only powerful re- 
medy againft the ftagnation of humours, the 
great principle of the marafma: they tafl-e but 
little the pleafures of walking ; a movement 
which, varying the fpeftacle of nature, gives a 
refreftiment to the fenfes, a new fpring to the 
blood, and a pew vigour to the foul. 

A particular caufc of confumptions amongft 
the Quaker women is doubtlefs the habit of 
gravity and immobility which they contraft in 
early life, and which they prefervc for hours 
together in their filent meetings. The women 
of the other feds are equally attacked by con- 
fumptions, but it is attributed to different caufes r 

they 
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they are fond of cxceflive dancing ; heated with 
this, they drink cold water, eat cold unripe 
fruits, drink boiling tea, go thinly clad in win- 
ter, and give no attention to the fudden changes 
of weather. The Quakers are more reafonable 
in theie refpefts ; but they balance thefe advan- 
tages by a fatal negleft of exercife. To preferve 
good health, a female fhould have the gaiety of 
a woman of falhion, with the prudence and pre- 
caution of a Quaker. 

A moral or political caufe may likewife aid us 
in explaining why women are more fubjcft to 
confumptions than men. It is the want of a 
will, or a civil exiftence. The fubmiffion to 
which women are habituated has the efFe£t of 
chains, which comprefs the limbs, caufe ob- 
ilruftions, deaden the vital principle, and impede 
the circulation* The depreffion of the mind 
has a tendency to enfeeble the body. This 
fubmiffion to fathers and hulbands is more re- 
markable among the Quakers than among the 
othef fefts* The time will doubtlefs come, 
when we (hall be convinced that phyfical health, 
as well as political happinefs, may be greatly 
promoted by equality and independence of opi- 
nions among all the members of fociety. 

Confumptions, however, are not fo numerous 
in America as is generally imagined. This name 

is 
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is igiiorantly given to many other difbrders 
which reduce the body to the fame meagre ftatc 
which follows a decay of the lungs. This ap- 
pearance deceives, and may eafily deceive the at- 
tendants of the fick, who give information to 
thofe who keep the bills of mortality. 

Another difeafe very common here is the fore- 
throat ; when putrid, it is mortal. It generally 
proceeds from exceffive heats, cold drinks, and 
careleffnefs in clothing. 

When we refledl that Europe was formerly 
fubjeft to thefe epidemical difeafes, and that 
they have difappeared in proportion to the pro- 
grefs of cultivation, we are tempted to believe 
that they belong to new countries in the infancy 
of cultivation. 

The difeafe known in Europe by the name 
of influenza, is likewife common in America: 
it made great ravages in 1789. It begaq in Ca- 
nada, pafled through New York, and very foon 
infefted Pennfylvania and the Southern States. 
Its fymptoms are laflitude, feeblenefs, chills, 
heats, and the headach. It refpedls no age or 
fex, and efpecially precipitates to the tomb thofe 
who were attacked by the confumption. 

The fever and ague may be ranked in the clais 
of thefe cruel epidemics; but it is more terrible, 
as its returns are annual. It not only viiits the 

marihy 
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marfliy countries and the fca-coaft, but it is feen 
even in the healthy region of Albany. It is 
combated by the Peruvian bark ; but the mod 
fuccefsful remedy is a journey among the 
mountains, or into the northern States. This 
fever, more humane than men, fubjefts not to 
its empire the black flaves. This exemption is 
attributed to a cuftom they preferve with obfti- 
nacy, of keeping fires always in their cabins, 
even in the hottefl: feafon. The negroes are ac- 
cuftomed to confider exceflive heat as a guaran- 
tee of health; and you will fee a negrefs, while 
ihe labours in the field, in the ardour of a burn- 
ing fun, expofe her infant to its fires, rather than 
lay it under the refrefhing fhade of a tree. This 
negrefs has not heard of the curious experi- 
ments of Dr. Inginhoufe on the fatal effeds of 
fliades and the night air, but you fee that fhe 
knows their efFe6ls. 

Among the maladies common in the United 
States muft be reckoned the pleurify and the 
peripneumony, though they are lefs frequent 
than formerly. The fmall-pox, which former- 
ly made fuch havocks in the United States, is 
lefs formidable fince the general pradlice of in- 
oculation. 

There are many phyficians at Philadelphia, 

and you will pcrhnps aflign this as the caufe of 
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fo many difeafes. You will be wrong. They 
are faid to be Ikilful ; they are generally ftrangers 
to quackery. I know fome of them who are 
highly refpedlable, as well for their virtues as 
for their knowledge ; fuch as Rufli, Griffiths, 
Wifneer ; the two laft are Quakers. 

The greateft part of thefe phyficians are, at 
the fame time, apothecaries. They continue to 
unite thefe two faiences out of refpe<9: to the 
people, who wiih that the man who orders the 
medicine fhould likewifc prepare it. There are, 
however, other apothecaries, of whom the phyr 
ficians purchafe their drugs. 

The pradlice of this country is the Englifh 
pra£l:ice; that is, they are much in the ufe of 
violent remedies. Laxatives are little in ufe* 
Almoft all the phyficians of this country are 
formed at the fchooi of Edinburgh, and this is 
the caufe of their- predileftion for the Engliffi 
praftice. 

I know a Dr. Bailey of this country, a maji 
of good abilities, but perhaps too inflammable 
and too cauftic, who, much irritated at the pre- 
ference given by his countrymen to the Englifh 
pradice, was refolved to open a communication 
between this country and the fchools of France. 
This refolution did him the more honour, as 

he 
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he was known in politics for an Anglican, and 
a decided rojalifl. 



LETTER XXIX. 

LONGEVITY, AND CALCULATIONS ON THE 
PROBABILITIES OF LIFE IN THE UNITED 
STATES. 

YOU may think, perhaps, after the account 
that 1 have given you of the maladies 
which afBi£t America, that human life is fhorter 
here than in Europe. It is a prejudice ; and as it 
has been accredited by many writers, and by 
fome even who have travelled in America, it 
becomes a duty to deftroy it. ^ 

The Abbe Robin, one of thefe travellers, has 
declared, that after the age of twenty-five, the 
American women appear old ; that children die 
here in greater proportion than in Europe ; that 
there are very few old people, &c. &c. M. Paw, 
I believe, had uttered thefe fables before him. 
Nothing is more falfe. I have obferved with 
care the women between thirty and fifty years 
of age : they have generally a good appearance, 

good 
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good health, and are even agreeable. I have 
feen them of fifty, with fuch an air of frdh- 
nefs, that they would not have been takea by 
an European for more than forty. I have feen 
women of fixty and feventy, fparkling with 
health. I fpeak here efpecially of the women 
of New Hampfliire, Maflachuffets, and Coanec- 
ticut. 

In Pennfylvania you do not fee the fame tints 
adorn the interefting vifages of the dau^ters 
and wives of the Quakers ; they arc generally 
pale. 

I have paid attention to their teeth. I have 
feen of them that are fine ; and where they 
are otherwife, it is, as in England, more ojving 
to hot drinks than to the climate. 

Not only the number of aged perfons arc 
more confiderable here than in Europe, as I am 
going to prove to you, but they preferve gene- 
rally their faculties, intelleftual and phyfical. 

I was told of a minifter at Ipfwich in Mafla- 
chufets, who preached very well at ninety 
years of age ; another, of the fame age, walked 
on foot to church on Sunday twenty miles. A 
Mr. Temple died at the age of an hundred in 
1765, and left four daughters and four fons of 
the following ages, 86—85—83—81 — 79 — 77 

~75-73- 
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But I will not confine myfclf to fuch light 
obfervations. I will give you fome tables of 
mortality, and of the probabilities of life, in 
this country. This is the ouly method of con- 
veying to you certain information. 

Tables of longevity may be every where 
confidered as the touchftone of governments ; 
the fcale on which may be meafured their ex- 
cellencies and their dcfefts, the pcrfedlion or 
degradation of the human fpecies. 

The general caufes of longevity are, 

1. The falubrity of the atmofphere and of 
the country. 

2. The abundance and goodnefs of the ali- 
ments. 

3. A life regular, aftive, and happy. 

We muft, then, confider the exterior cir^ 
cum (lances as relative to the occupations of 
men, to their morals, to their religion, and 
their government. 

Wherever property is centered in a few 
hands, where employment is precarious and de- 
pendent, life is not fo long ; it is cut ofF by 
grief and care, which abridge more the princi- 
ple of life than even want itfelf. Wherever 
the government is arbitrary, and tyranny de- 
fcends in divifions from rank to rank, and falls 
heavy on the lower clafles, life mud be fhort 

among 
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among the people^ becaufe they are flaves ; and 
a miferablc flavc, trampled on at every moment, 
can enjoy neither that eafe, nor that regularity, 
nor that interior fatisfa£lion, which fiiftains 
the principles of life* The exceffes and morti- 
fications attending on ambition, abridge, in an 
equal degree, the life of the clafs which tyran- 
nizes. 

On applying thefe moral and political confi- 
derations to the United States, you may con- 
clude, that there can be no country where 
the life of man is of longer duration ; for, to 
all the advantages of nature, they unite that of 
a liberty, which has no equal on the Old Con- 
tinent ; and this liberty, let us not ceafc to re« 
peat it, is the principle of health. 

If any government fhould wifli to revive the 
fpeculation of life annuities on felefted heads, 
I fhould advife to feleft them in the north of 
the United States. 

It is difficult here to obtain regular tables of 
births and deaths. There are fome fefts who 
do not baptife their children, and whofe rcgif- 
ters are not carefully kept ; others who baptife 
only their adults. Some of the fack have no 
phyficians or furgeons, and their attendants who 
give the information are not exaft. The con- 
flant fluctuations occafioned by emigrations and 

Vol. I. X immigra- 
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immigrations, flill iilcreafe th^ difficulty. Yet 
we may approach near the truth, by taking for 
fexamples fuch fea-ports as are more occupied in 
the coafting trade than in long voyages ; it is for 
this realbn that I have chofen thie towns of Sa- 
lem and Ipfwich in Maflachufetts. 1 take thcfe 
tables from the Mfemoirs of the Academy of 
Bofton — Memoirs Httle known in Franpe. 

Dodlor Halley, for the ftandard of his tiables 
of mortality, chofe Breflaw in 'Germany, on 
account of its interior fituation and the regular 
employment of its inhabitants. By the calcu- 
lations of thefe political arithmeticians, five 
perfons in twelve die at Breflaw before the age 
of five years. 

At Ipfwich, a village at the northward of 
Bofton, fix only in thirty-three die within that 
age. At Breflaw, one in thirty attains the age 
of eighty years ; at Ipfwich, one in eight. This 
difproportion is enormous ; and this longevity 
is found in many other parts of Maflachufetts 
and New Hampfliire. 

At Woodftock, in Connecticut, one hundred 
and thirteen perfons have died in eleven years ; 
of thefe twenty^ one were feventy years old and 
upwards, and thirteen were eighty and upwards* 
This gives fomething more than the proportion 

7 of 
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of an OiSlogeaary in nine. Thefe fads are taken 
, from auti^entic regifters. 

T^ie miuifter of Andover in New Hampfliire, 
a rcfpe£lable and well informed man, has af- 
fured me, that more than one in eight males 
^iid females in his neighbourhood pafs the age 
of feventy years ; and that this obfervation is 
the refult of long experience in that and the 
neighbouring parifhes. 

Compare thefe fafts to thofe ftated by M. 
Moheau *. He fays, that in the ifland of Ole- 
rotif of 14,000 inhabitants, there are but five 
or fix OiftOgenaries, and but one for forty-two 
in tt>e lift of deaths in the Ifle of Rhe, which 
is reckoned remarkably healthful. 

The minifter of Andover nia^e to me ano- 
ther obfervation, which tends to confirm a fy f- 
tem advanced, by an author whofe name I for- 
get— •It is, that, men of letters enjoy the great- 
eft Ipngevity. ,He told me, that the oldeft men 
were generally found among the minifters. This 
fift will explain fome of the caufes of longevi- 
ty ; fuch as regularity of morals, information, 
independence of fpirit, and eafy circumftances. 

But you will be better able to judge of the 

* Set Recberches et Con/idiratiom fur la Population de la 
France ^ page 192. 

X 2 longevity 
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longevity in the United States, by the table of 
the probabilities of life given to me by the res 
fpcftable Dr. Wiglcfworth, of the Univerfity 
of Cambridge. It contains a comparifon of 
thefe probabilities in New England, in England, 
in Sweden, in Germany, in Holland, and in 
France. 

The firft column gives the ages ; the follow- 
ing one gives, by years, and decimal parts of a 
year, the probabilities of life among the inha- 
bitants of the different places mentioned. You 
will fee in this table, that the probabilities of 
life in this part of the United States, furpafs 
thofe of England and Sweden, even thofe of 
the annuitants whofe lives fervcd for the bafis 
to the tables of Kerlboom ; and that they al- 
moft equal thofe of the annuitants which ferved 
as the balls to the calculations of M. de Par- 
cieux, for the eftablifhment of life annuities*. 

The fecond column is appropriated to the 
graduates of the Univerfity of Cambridge, the 
nurfery of minifters and ftatefmen for that part 
of the country. The probabilities in this co- 
lumn are calculated on the whole lift of gra- 
duates, received fince the year 1711. 

♦ We readily conceive that the probabilities of common 
fife in France and Holland, are much inferior to thefe tables of 
annuitants. 

Hingham, 
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Hingham, which forms the third column, is 
at the South-eaft of Bodon. The occupations 
and manners of life in this place, are much the 
fartie as in the reft of Maflachufetts. The pro- 
babilities in this column are taken from the lift 
of deaths, made with great care for fifty years, 
by Doftor Gay. 

The column for Dover, fituated on the river 
Pifcutuay, twelve miles from the fea, in New 
Hampfliire, is formed from the lift of deatl^s 
kept for ten years, by Do6lor Belknap, minifter 
of that place. 

The other columns, which regard the coun- 
tries in Europe, are taken from the work of 
Dr. Price. 

This comparative table will fix your ideas oa 
the fubjcft of longevity in the United States. 
And it is to be hoped that from the care of Dr. 
Wiglefworth of the academy of«;Bofton, and 
that of the members of the other academies in 
the feveral States, we may foon have regular 
and complete tables for the thirteen States. 

To fatisfy your curiofity more completely, I 
will now give you a lift of births, marriages, 
and deaths in a particular town ; that you may 
fee the proportion between the births and deaths, 
anii the ages of the deceafed. I will take Sa- 
lem, which is confidered as a very unhcalthful 

X 3 town. 
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town. It is a fea-port, in the forty-fecond de-* 
grcc of latitude, five leagues nOrth-eaft of Bo£- 
ton, fituated between two rivesrs, on a flat piece 
of land, elevated but twenty feet above the le- 
vel of the fea at high water : t^o little' hills 
in the neighbourhood ; foil light, dry, and fandy^ 
\^ithout marflies ; the inhabitants hot fub)e6tt6 
epidemical difeafes. They complain at prefent 
of fome nervous and hyfterical difbrders, whicb 
were formerly uriktiown to them. 

Mr. Holyoke fent ta the Academy of Bofton 
the two following tables for this town of Sa«- 
lem* 

TABLE for 1781. 

Deaths, -.------. 17^^ 

Births, ----•.-.317 

Bapti^s, -------- 1^2 

Marriag*r^ -.--.... ^q 
Taxable polls ; that is, males abbvie 
the age of fixteen, and refiding in 
the town, - - - • - • 897 
Tranfient perfons, ----- 200 

AGES of the DECEASED. 

Still born, or died in the birth, - - 6 
Within the iirft month, . - - - 6 

AGES 
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AGES of the DECEASED Continued. 

Between one month and one year, - 30 

one and two years, - - - ao 

— - two and five, - • - - 2 

m five and ten, -. - . . 7 

ten and fifteen, . . - 3 

■^— fifteen and twenty, . - 6 

twenty and twenty-five, - 5 

* twenty-five and thirty, - 7 

■■ thirty and forty, - - - 24 

■ forty and fifty, - - i - 10 

fifty and fixty, - - - • 7 

- ' fixty and feventy, - - - 2 

■ feventy and eighty, - . 7 

■ eighty and ninety, ^ - - 6 
Ages unknown, ------27 

TABLE for 1782. 

Deaths, ...---.-189 
Births, about ..-..-.285 
Baptifms, .--.... x^g 
Marriages, about - - . . - 84 
Taxable polls, ---... jooo 
Number of inliabitants, about ' - 9000 

X 4 AGES 
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AGES of the DECEASED. 
Still born, -.-•---.14 

In the firft nionth, • • - • . 1 1 

Between one month and one year, - 27 

one and two years, - • - 29 

two and five, - ,. ^ - 28 

— — five and ten, - - • . - 12 

■ ten and fifteen, - • * •. 5 

- fifteen and twenty, - * - 2 
- — - twenty and twenty-five, ^ & 
-i — ^ twenty-five and thirty, . * 8 

I thirty and forty, * •. ^ 9 

— -^ forty and fifty, - . - - 8 

— — ^ fifty and fixty, - - ^ - .7 

■' fixty and fcventy, ^ • ^ 6 

feventy and eighty, - ^^ .6 

■ eighty and ninety, - - - 2 

Agestfhknown, ....... 9* 

You will recoUeft that Salem is one of the 
moft unhealthful towns in America. You do 

* In the American journals they give the lifts of deaths* 
Th^ following h on^ that I took at hazard in the American 
Mufeum for May, 1790 : — ^Deaths, N. Hampfhire, one at 70 
years. MafTachufetts, many at 71 — one at 106 — one at 92— 
one at 87* Conhedicut, one at 98— one at 9r. New York, 
one at 104. New Jerfey, oneatSo. Fennfylvaniai one at 
|S4^eyeral at 76. 

not 
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not find in the above two lifts the proportion 
of great ages that I have mentioned in other 
places. 

The year 17S1 giv^ 175 deaths. If you 
look for the population of Salem by the general 
rule of thirty living for one dead, the number 
of inhabitants w^ould appear to be 5250— whereas 
it was 9000. You muft then count for Salem 
fifty living for one deceafed. In London there 
dies one for twenty-three ; and in the country 
in England, one in forty ; in Paris, onie in thirty; 
in the country, one in twenty-four. 

In lySr, at Salem, the births are as one to 
twenty-feven of the inhabitants. In common 
years in France it is as one to twenty-fix. 

As to marriages, M. Moheau rcckohs for the 
country in France one for 121, and for Paris 
one for i6o. In Salem you muft count, for 
1781, only one for 128. fiutthis^is far from 
being the proportion for the country in America. 
We have no exad table for this purpofe. We 
muft wait. 

I cannot terminate this long article on lon- 
gevity without giving you the table of births 
and deaths in the Lutheran congregation at 
Philadelphia for fourteen years, from 1 774 to 
1788. The proportion is curiou$« 

From 
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Births. 


Deathi 


1774 to 


1775 


379 


156 


1775 


1776 


338 


1 75 


1776 — 


1777 


389 


124 


1777 ~ 


1778 


298 


169 


1778 - 


1779 


303 


178 


1779 — 


1780 


348 


186 


1780 — 


1781 


320 


158 


I78I — 


1782 


3^3 


162 


1782 — 


1783 


398 


219 


1783 - 


1784 


389 


315 


1784 — 


1785 


426 


^53 


1785 — 


1786 


420 


157 


1786 — 


1787 


4J9 


150 


1787 - 


J 788 


4*5 


178 






5175 


2369 



You wUl obfcrve, that in years of the war 
the births were fefs numerous. This is a na^ 
tural refledion, which ought always to be made 
by any one who makes calculations on the pa- 
pulation of America. 

Finally, my friend, to give you a further 
idea of the rapidity jof population in America^ 
take the tables of Rhode-Ifland and New- Jer« 
fey, and compare them' with the one I gave 
yOu on Pennlylvania. 



PofuJaiion 
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Population of Rbode-IJland. 



Ycu9.- 




Whites. 


Blacks. 


1730 


— 


15,31a ~. 


2,603 


1742 


— 


29»755 — 


4,375 


1761 


— 


35»939 — 


4,697 


177+ 


— 


54,435 — 


5»243 


^7^3 




48,538 — 
New Jerfey. 


3»36i 


1738 


— 


43,388 — 


3»98i 


1745 


— 


56,797 — 


4,606 


1784 


— 


139,934 — 


10,501 



You obfcrve by thefe tables, that the popu* 
lation of Rhode-Ifland, which had almoft dou* 
bled in twelve years, from thirty to forty-two, 
has ditniniihed during the war. But with what 
|>leafure do you fee the population in New Jer- 
fey more than tripled in forty years, notwith- 
ftanding the obftiruflions occafioued by the fame 
bloody war ! And with what pleafure do you, 
who arc the defender of the blacks, obferve that 
their number has more than doubled in the fame 
fpace of time in New Jerfey : though the im- 
portation of them was prohibited in i775f 
though the war coft the life of a great number 
of negroes, and though many of them were 
ilolen by the £ngli(h and fold in their iflands ! 

From 
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From all the fads and all the tables which I 
have given you, it muft be concluded that the 
life of man is much longer in the United States 
of America, than in the moft falubrious coun- 
tries of Europe. 



LETTER XXX. 

THE PRISON OF PHILADELPHIA, AND PRISONS 
IN GENERAL. 

AND Philadelphia likewife has its prilbn ! 
I love to believe, that for the firft thirty 
or forty years, when the Quakers were the 
magiftratcs, or rather, when there was no need 
of magiffrates, I love to indulge the belief that 
there was no prifon. But (ince the Englifli, to 
deliver themfelves from the banditti that infefl- 
cd their iflaniS, have praftifed letting them loofe 
upon the colonies, — (ince great numbers of fo- 
reign adventurers have overfpread the country, 
cfpecially (ince the laft war, which has aug- 
mented their number, reduced many to mifcry, 
and habituated others to crimes— it has been nc- 
ceflary to reftrain them by prifons. One fa£l: 

does 
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doe& honour to this State ; which is, that among 
the prifoners of Philadelphia, not one in ten is 
a native of the country. During my ftay in 
this town, one robbery only has been commit- 
ted ; and this was by a French failor. 

Almod all the other prifoners are either 
Irifhmen or Frenchmen. 

This prifon is a kind of houfe of correftion. 
The prifoners are obliged to work ; and each 
enjoys the profit of his own labour. This is 
the beft method of ameliorating men ; and it is 
a method ufed by the Quakers. 

Thofe who govern the houfe of correftioii 
in New York, on confenting to take charge 
of criminals condemned by the law, have ob- 
tained leave to fubftitute to whips and muti- 
lation their humane method of corredlion ; 
and they daily fucceed in leading back to in- 
duftry and reafon thefe deluded men. 

One of thefe Quakers was alked, by what 
means it was poflible to corred men who dif- 
honour human nature, and who will not work. 
"We have two powerful inftruments,'V.(rcJ* 
plied the Quaker,) ** hunger and hope.'* 

By the fmall number of Pennfylvanians con- 
tained in the prifon of Philadelphia, we may 
con^ude, that, were it not for the Grangers, 
the government of this town, like that of Nan- 
tucket, 
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tucket, might have a prifon wkb. Qpen dojO^r^, 
of which honour and repentance are the ou^y 
keq>ers. 

But, after all, what is the ufe of priibns ? 
why thofe tomte for living men ? the Indisuis 
have them not ; and they are not the worfe for 
it. If there exifts a country where it is poflir 
ble, and where it is a duty ;to change this^yf*- 
teni, it is America ; it is therefore to the Aote- 
ricans that I addrefs the following reflexions : 

Prifons are fiital to the health, liberty,, and 
morals of men. Toprelerve health, a man.has 
need of a pure air, frequent exerciCe, and whole- 
fome food. In a prifon, the air is infeSied^ 
there is no fpace for exercife, and the food .is 
<>ften deteftable. 

A man is not in health but when he is with 
beings who love him, and by whom he is; be- 
loved. In prifon, he is with ftrangers and with 
criminals. There can exift no fociety between 
them ; or, if there does, he muft either be 
obliged to druggie without ceaiing againft the 
horrid principles of thefe wicked men, which 
is a torment to him ; or he adopts their princi- 
ples and becomes like them. — A man by living 
CQoftantly with fools, becomes a fool himfclf; 
every thing in life is contagion and correfpond- 
•ence. 

By 
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By imprifonment you fnatch a man from 
his wife^ bis children, his fricfnds ; you deprive 
him of their fuccour and confolation; you 
plunge him into grief and mortification ; you cut 
bim ofF-from all thofe connexions which render 
his exigence of any importance. He is like a 
.plant torn up 'by the roots and fevered from its 
nourifliiiHg foil ; and how will you expe£fc it to 
eidft ? 

The man who has for a long time vegetated 
^in a prifbn, who has experienced frequent con- 
vulfions of rage and defpair, is no longer the 
fame being, on quitting this abode, that he was 
when he entered it. He returns to his family, 
from whom he has been long fequeftered ; he 
no more meets from them, or experiences in 
himfclf, the fame attachment and the fame ten- 
dernefs. 

In, putting a man in prifon you fubjeft him 
to the power of the gaoler, of the turnkey, and 
of the commiffary of the prifon. Before thefe 
men he is obliged to abafe himfelf, to difguife 
bis fcnfations, to conftrain his paflions, in ordtfr 
that his mifery may not be increafed. This 
flate of humiliation and conftraint is horrible to 
him ; and befides, it renders his maftcrs impe- 
rious, unjuft, vexatious, and wicked. 

To oblige a freeman to ufe fupplication to 

obtain 
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obtain jufticc, is to do him a lafting injury. The 
tree that is once bent from its natural form ne- 
ver acquires it again. 

The laws which ordain the habeas corpus are 
wife and natural. But they do not ordain it ia 
all cafes. A prifoner for debt, who cannot ob- 
tain furety, muft remain a prifoner. A man 
accufed of a capital offence, who will be pro- 
bably acquitted on trial, cannot enjoy the be- 
nefit of this law. Thefe are abufes. 

Is it not much more fimple to imitate the In- 
dians, to grant every man the privilege of his 
own houfe for a prifon, though you are obliged 
to put a centinel at his door ? and for thofe that 
have no houfe of their own, eftablifli a public 
houfe, where they can purfue their occupations. 
If fuch regulations are neceflary for any fo- 
ciety, it is furely for the one which has good 
morals, and wifhes to preferve them : if they 
are any where pradticable, it is among a people 
where great crimes are rare. Recoiled, my 
friend, that but within a few years before the 
laft war, no capital punifhment had ever beea 
inflicted in Connedicut. 

I am furprifed then that the penalty of death 
is not totally abolifhed in this country. Man- 
ners here are fo pure, the means of living fb 
abundant, and mifery fo rare, that there can be 

no 
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no need of fuch horrid pains to prevent the 
commifliou of crimes. 

Doftor Rufti has juft given force to all thefe 
arguments in favour c!'the abolition of the pu- 
niihment of death. He has not yet fucceeded ; 
but it is to be hoped that the State of Pennfyl- 
vania, and even all the States, difengaging 
themfelves from their ancient fuperftition for 
the Englifli laws, will foon dare to give to Eu- 
rope a great example of juftice, humanity, and 
policy. Any obje<Sions that may be made 
againft this reform in Europe will not apply in 
this country. 



LETTER XXXI. 

THE QUAKERS. THEIR PRIVATE MORALs, 
THEIR MANNERS, &C. 

1 

I HAVE promifed you, my friend, a particu- 
lar article on this refpedable fociety. I 
this day perform my promife. 

You remember with what infulting levity 

M. de Chaftellux has treated them in the very 

fuperficial journal which he has publiflied. You 

Vol. I. Y i^collea 
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recollect the eaergic ccnlure* which I paflcd 
on his errors, his f;ilfehoods, and his calumnies. 
You have not forgot the ftupid perfecution that 
this cenlure brought on me, and the manoeuvres 
employed to ftifle my work by that fame witty 
Marquis, and by other academicians, who wifti- 
cd to tyrannize public opinion, and monopolize 
reputation. 

And now, my friend, I have been able to 
compare the portrait which I had made of them 
with the original ; and I am convinced that it 
is very nearly juft. At leaft the portrait does 
not flatter them. I endeavoured to guard my- 
felf from the prejudices which their flattering 
reception of me might have occafioned. The 
way was prepared for this reception by the 
Apology which I had publiftiedin their favour ; 
it w^as tranflated into Englifli even here, by 
fome refpeftable members of the fociety, and 
diftributed every where with profufion ; and 
I find to my fatisfadion, that it has contributed 
"to diflipate the unhappy prejudices which the 
indifcretions, boafts, and farcafms, of our fri- 
volous academician had excited againfl: the 
French nation. 

* See Examcn critique dcs Voyages dans /' Amcrtque Scpten^ 
tionalc de M. le Marquis di Chajiellux. 

7 Simplicity, 
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Simplicity, candour, and good faith, charac- 
terize the aftions as well as the difcourfes of the 
Quakers. They are not afFciSed, but they are 
fincere; they are not polifhcd, but they are 
humane ; they have not that wit, that fparkling 
wit, — without which a man , is nothing in 
France, and with which he is every thing ; but 
they have good fenfc, a found judgment, an up- 
right heart, and an obliging tenriper of mind. If 
I wiftied to live in fociety, it would be with the 
Quakers : If I wifhcd to amufe myfelf, it would 
be with my countrymen. And their women — 
you alk, what are they ? They are what they 
Ihould be, faithful to their hufbands, tender to 
their children, vigilant and economical in their 
houfehold, and fimple in their ornaments. Their 
principal charafteriftic is, that they are not eager 
to pleafe all the world : negleftful of the exte- 
rior, they referve all their accomplifhments for 
the mind. Let us fay it, let us not ceafe to re- 
peat it, it is among manners like thefe that we 
are to look for good houfcholds, happy families, 
and public virtues. But we, mifcrablc wretches ! 
gangrened with our own civilization and polite- 
nefs, we have abjured thefe manners. And 
who among us is happy ? unlefs you can find a 
man who has the courage to content himfelf 
with a life of nature, and to live like people of 

Y 2 former 
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former ages. If you conform to nature^ lays, 
Seneca, you will never be poor ; if to opinion^ you 
will never be rich. 

I will not recal to your mind all that M. Cre- 
vecoeur has faid of the Quakers : I only wi(h to 
fay to you what he has not faid. 

Simplicity is a favourite virtue with the Qua- 
kers ; and the men ftill follow, with fome ex- 
aftuefs, the counfel of Penn : " Let thy gar- 
ments be plain and timple ; attend to conveni- 
ence and decency, but not to vanity. If thou 
art clean and warm, thy end is accompliflied ; 
to do more, is to rob the poor *.'* 

I have feen James Pembcrton, one of tho' 
moft wealthy Quakers, and one whofc virtues 
have placed him among the moft rtfpeftable of 
their chiefs; I have feen him wear a thread-bare 
coat, but it was neat. He likes better to clothe 
the poor, and to expend money in the caufe of 
the blacks, than often to change his clothes. 

You know the drefs of the Quakers— a round 
hat, generally white; cloth coat; cotton or 

♦ See Fruits ofSoUtudey &c. by William Penn. In thefe in- 
ftances of re-tranflation, it is fcarcely poffible to prcferve ex- 
aflly the cxprcffions of the original author. Any deviations 
of this fort are therefore to be imputed not to a defire of chang. 
ing his phrafeology, but to the misfortune of not having at hand 
the original work. 

woollen 
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woollen ftockings; no powder on their hair, 
M^hich is cut (hort and hangs round. They 
commonly carry in the pocket a little comb in 
a cafe ; and on entering a houfe, if the hair is 
difordered, they comb it without ceremony be- 
fore the firft mirror that they meet. 

The white hat, which they prefer, has become 
more common here fince Franklin has proved 
the -advantages which it pofleffes, and the incon- 
vchi r.cles of the black. 

The Quakers in the country generally wear 
cloth made in their own houfes. And at their 
general meeting here, in September this year, 
which confifted of more than fifteen hundred, 
pine-tenths of the number were clothed in 
American cloth. This is an example to the 
other fe£ts. 

There are fome Quakers who drefs more like 
other fefts ; who wear powder, filver buckles, 
and ruffles. They are called wet quakers. The 
others regard them as a kind of fchifmatics, or 
feeble men. They are admitted, indeed, into 
their churches on Sunday, but never to their 
monthly or quarterly meetings. 

It is not more than fifteen years fince it was 
a kind of crime in all feds in America to wear 
powder. In general, manners have changed 
iince the war, by the intercourfe of European 

Y 3 armies. 
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armies. But to the honour of the Quakers^ 
theirs have not changed. This is to be at- 
tributed to the rigour of their difeipliue, and to 
their difcarding thofe who violate it. 

They put on woollen ftockings the 15th of 
September ; it is an article of their difcipline, 
which extends to their clothing ; and to this is 
to be attributed their remarkable longevity. 
Among the few companions of William Penn in 
1693, ^^ ^^^ now alive — Edward Drinker, bora 
in 1680, has been dead but two years. It is 
froi^ the intimate convidion of the advantages 
of their maxims, that they perfevere in thena 
with fingular conftancy. Their fmgularities are 
the efFed of reafon and long experience. 

The Quaker women drefs more comfortably 
than thofe of the other fcfts ; and this renders 
them lefs fubjedt to ficknefs. Age and fortune, 
however, caufe much greater diftindtions in their 
drefs than in that of the men. The matroag 
wear th« graved colours, little black bonnets, 
and the hair (imply turned back. The young 
women curl their hair with great care and 
anxiety ; which cofts them as much time as the 
moft: cxquifite toilett They wear little hats 
cc.vered with lilk or fatin. Thefe obfervations 
gave me pain. Thefe young Quakereffes, 
whom nature has lb well endowed, whofe 

charms 
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charms have fo little need of the borrowed hand 
of art, are remarkable for their choice of the 
fineft linens, muflins, and filks. Elegant fans 
play between their fingers. Oriental luxury 
itfelf would not difdain the linen they wear. 
Is this agreeable to the do6lrine of Penn ? 
*' Modefty and mildnefs,'* fays he, ** are the 
richeft and fineft ornaments of the foul. The 
more fimple the drefs, the more will beauty and 
thefe qualities appear." 

I fay it with freedom, and I ought to fay it 
to my friends the Quakers (for I am fure they 
will read me ; and I would not flatter my 
friends ; a hint of good advice is always well 
received by them), that if any thing can dif- 
crcdit their principles abroad, it is the relaxation 
infenfibly introduced into their manners and 
cuftoms. Their tafte in linens and filks is re- 
garded by others as a hypocritical luxury, ill- 
difguifed ; which is abfurd, at leaft among men 
fo apparently devoted to fimplicity and au- 
fterity. 

Luxury begins where utility ends. Now, 
where is the utility to the body in the ufe of the 
fineft of linen ? And how ufefuUy might the 
money be employed which is now applied to 
this luxury ! There are fo many good aftions tc 
be done ! fo many perfons in want ! 

Y 4 Luxury 



328 NEW TRAVELS IN THE 

Luxury difplayed in fimple things announces 
more vanity than when difplayed in an ordinary 
manner ; for it feems to be confidered as the 
meafure of wealth, of which they afFed: to dc- 
fpife the oftentation. Indeed, it announces a 
mind not truly penetrated with the great prin* 
ciples of morality — a mind that places its happi- 
nefs, not in^virtue, but in appearance. 

And what an ill example is thus given to the 
other Americans by the Quakers, who have 
been to them the models of fimplicity ? Their 
country does not, and will not for a long time, 
manufafture thefe fine linens, thefe delicate 
muflins, of which the texture is fcarcely percep- 
tible. They muft be purchafed in foreign coun- 
tries, to which they have recourfe for fo many 
articles of neceffity. Thus this luxury drains 
from their country the money fo much wanted 
for the extenfion of agriculture and other ufeful 
cnterprifes. Let the Quakers who read this 
article, meditate upon it ; let them reflefl:, that 
the ufe of rum, againft which they raife their 
voice with great energy and juftice, cannot 
make more ravages in America than the intro- 
duftion of luxury in their fociety. I made the 
fame remark on the houfehold furniture of thole 
who are rich among them. It has the appear^ 

^ncQ 
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ance of fimplicity ; but in many inftances it is 
certainly expenfive. 

Happily, this luxury has not yet found its 
way to the tables of the Quakers. Their din- 
ners are folid, fimple, and elegant, enlivened by 
ferene and fenfible converfation, and endeared 
by hofpitality. They drink beer, Philadelphia 
porter, cider, and finifli with a glafs of wine. 
None of thofe fatiguing, toafts, which are rather 
provocatives to intoxication than accents of 
patriotifm. 

Thofe who reproach the Quakers with fad- 
nefs and morofenefs, are unacquainted with their 
true charafter, and have never lived with them. 
I, who have been received by them as a child, 
and domefticated as a friend, judge them very 
differently. I have found among them moments 
of gaiety, of efFufions of the heart, of fprightly 
and agreeable converfation. They are not buf- 
foons, but they are ferene ; they are hs^ppy, and, 
if gaiety confifts in the expreffion of heart-felt 
happinefs, they are gay. 

We Frenchmen have the reputation of being 
gay, of laughing at every thing, of balancing a 
inisfortune by a pun. This is a folly. To 
laugh is the fign of gaiety, and gaiety is the fign 
ef agreeable fenfations. To be gay, therefore, 
jn the depth of mifery is a falfehood or a folly ; 

to 
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to be ferene and unmoved, is wifdom. Wc 
ought not to be depreffed by misfortunes ; nei- 
ther ought we to laugh at them : the one is a 
weaknels of mind, the other is madnefs or 
ftupidlty. 

The calmnefs which eharafterizes the Qua- 
kers in their joy, accompanies them hkewife in 
their grief, in their dilbullions, and in all their 
affairs. They owe it to their education ; they 
are early taught to curb their paliions, cfpecially 
that of anger ; to render themfelves, as they call 
it, hnmovcable ; that is inacceflible to fuddeii emo- 
tions : it refults from this, that on all occafions 
they preferve an empire over themfelves ; and 
this gives them a great advantage in difcuffioa 
over thofe who do not preferve the fame temper. 
*' The greateft fervice," fays- Pcnn, that thou 
canft render to reafon, is to clothe her in calm- 
nefs; and he that defends truth with too much 
heat, does her more injury than her adversaries 
themfelves." I faw an example of the effefts 
of this coolnefs in debate in my friend Myers 
Fiftier, who is a learned and virtuous praditioncr 
of the law. I heard him before the legiflaturc 
defend the caufe of the Pitots againfl: a bill, the 
objcd of which was, to reduce their pay, Clear- 
nefs, clofc reaioning, and deep erudition, dif- 
tinguiflicd his difcourfe ; which was followed by 

fuccefs. 
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fuccefs. He prefervcd conftantly his calrnneHj 
of temper amidft the frequent attacks and fud^ 
den interruptions on the part of the members of 
the Aflfembly. 

The Quakers carry to the borders of the tomb 
this fame tranquillity of mind; and it even 
forfakcs not the women at this diftreffing 
moment. This is the fruit of their religious 
principles, and of a regular virtuous life. They 
confider Heaven as their country; and they 
cannot conceive why death, which condufts to 
it, fhould be a misfortune. 

This habitual ferenity does not diminish their 
fenfibility. The refpeftable Pemberton re- 
counted to me the death of a beloved daughter, 
which happened the day before. I could fee the 
tear fteal down his cheek, which a moment's 
refledion caufed to difappear. He loved to fpeak 
to me of her virtues and her refignation during 
her long agony. *' She was an angel," (fays 
he,) " and (lie is now in her place." 

This good father did not exaggerate. You 
will find in this Society many of thefe celeftial 
images, clothed in ferenity, the fy mbol of eternal 
peace and confcious virtue. 

I cannot explain to you the faft ; but it is 
true, that I feel an expanfion of foul in their 
fociety. I meet a man of a pure mind, — I am 

at 
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at once at my eafe,— we are like intimate and 
dd acquaintance, — we underftand each other 
xi^ithout fpeaking. A corrupted man, a (harper, 
z man of the world, produces on me a contrary 
impreflion. My foul contrafts and recoils upon 
itfelf, like a fenfitive plant. 

The portrait which I have given you of the 
Quakers, is not only the refult of my own ob- 
fervations, but what has been told me by en- 
K2:htened men of the other fedls. 
, I aflced one day, in company, the following 
queftion : ** Is there a greater purity of morals, 
more fimplicity, more integrity, more honefty 
among the Quakers, than any other fedls r" A 
man diftinguifhed for his information and his at- 
tachment to the new conftitution, anfwered me : 
^* I am a Prefbyterian ; but I muft declare that 
the Quakers excel all fe6ls in the qualities you 
mention." It is not that they are all pure and 
irreproachable ; it is not that there are not (harp- 
ers among them. The reputation of the feft, 
and the advantage that may be made of it, have 
naturally brought into it fome hypocritical profe- 
lytes and rafcals. A man would counterfeit a 
guinea rather than a halfpenny ; but the Quakers 
are very ilrift in expelling from their fociety 
thofe who are found guilty, 1 do not fay of 
crimes, but of thofe breaches of delicacy and 

probity 
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probity which the laws do not punifli. The 
public is often ignorant of this excommunica- 
tion, becaufe the excommunicated member con- 
tinues to go to their public meetings on Sunday. 
He cannot be hindered from this; but he is 
never admitted to their monthly or quarterly 



meetings. 



LETTER XXXII. 

ON THE REPROACHES MADE AGAINST THE 
OUAKERS BY DIFFERENT WRITERS. 

THE fpedlacle of virtue gave pain to the 
wicked ; and they avenged themfelves by- 
decrying it. You muft not then be furprifed 
that writers have endeavoured to injure this 
fandtified body. One of thofe who attempted 
it, with the moft bitternefs, is the author of 
Recherche s fur les Etats Unisj publiflied the be- 
ginning of this year. He has dilated, in a long, 
chapter, all the calumnies which he had before 
uttered in a letter under the name of one of his 
countrymen, printed in the Paris Journal of the 
fixteenth of November, i;86. 

This author is Mr. Mazzei, an Italian, who 
refided fome years ia Virginia, and has fmce 

fettled 
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fettled in France. He might naturally, among 
the planters in Virginia, contrafl: prejudices 
againft the Quakers ; friends of diffipation, of 
luxury, of flavcry, of plcafure, and ofoftenta- 
tion, regard with an evil eye, a fociety who 
preach and praftife economy and fimplicity. 
Mr. Mazzei is, befides, unacquainted with the 
Quakers, having never lived in their intimacy : 
his teftimony then ought to have little weight. 
He cites as his authority, the Virginians and the 
French military officers. 

The French, and efpecially the French offi- 
cers, cannot in general be good judges in this 
matter ; fome of them facrifice too much to the 
rage of ridicule ; others have principles too dif- 
ferent from the Quakers; and almoft all of 
them are fuperficial obfcrvers. 

Yet I muft fay, in praife of the French army, 
that they always refpedled the Quakers. The 
commander in chief had made of their meeting:- 
houfe at Newport, a magazine of arms. He 
gave it up to them on their requeft. An Eng- 
lirti general would have condu<fled himfelf very 
differently. 

In another inftance, a French officer had 
quartered lome foldiers at the houfe of a Quaker ; 
out of refpcdl to their principles, he did not 
futFer them to depofit their arms in the houfe. 

M.de 
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M. de Chaftellux was far from thefe princi- 
ples. The caufe of his prejudice was, that at 
the time when he travelled in America, the 
Quakers were not treated with refpeft, becaufc 
they refufed to take part in the war. He 
Qaught the general contagion of diflike, without 
ever hearing or feeing any of them ; and it was 
to pleafe the pretty graceful women of Paris, 
that he ridiculed the interior grace of the Qua- 
kers. 

Among the writers in their favour, are Vol- 
taire, Raynal, M*Auley, Crevecoeur. What 
names on this fubjeft can be placed in oppofition 
to them ? 

In abufing the Qu^akers he is obliged to cpn- 
fefs that their lingular ideas have niifcd them iit 
certain points much above other men. 

He pretends, likevvife, th.;t they have defects ; 
and where have I denied it ? Ubi homines^ ibl 
erunt vltiaj fays Tacitus. And the 'Quakers 
are men. But I fay that their principles guard 
them more from vice than tho!*e of other men. 

Mr. Mazzei confeflcs, that for economy and 
application to bufincfs, their condufl is truly 
exemplary andworthy of praife. It is from thefe 
tvvolburccs that flow all the privcite uvJ civil vir- 
tues ; for a man, who by princii-lc is economi- 
cal and attentive to his bufincfs, has nothing to 

fear 
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fear from a numerous family. If he has manjr 
children, he loves them ; for he fees the means 
of providing for them w^ith eafe. Such a maa 
is neither a gambler nor a debauchee. Such a 
man is a good hufband ;. for, placing all his hap- 
pinefs^ in domeftic life, he is forced to be good, 
in order to be beloved ; and he cannot be happy, 
but by rendering thofe happy who ar? round 
him. Why did not this critic fee the confe- 
quences that muft follow from the truth which 
he admits ? . Why did he not fee that it ef- 
faced all the ill that he fays afterwards of the 
Quakers ? Why did he not fee that it raifcd 
them above every other fed ? For, with others, 
example, habit, or other variable circumftances, 
may render men economical and vigilant ia 
bufinefs ; while every Quaker is fo from a prin- 
ciple in his religion ; a principle from which he 
cannot deviate, without ceafing to be a Quaker. 
Economy and induftry are with them an eflen- 
tial part of their religion; how much ftrongeris 
fuch a motive than all thofe which produce thefe 
in other men ! 

Mr. Mazzei acknowledges, that in hofpitality 
and beneficence they are not inferior to other 
men. He ought to have-faid they were fuperior ; 
for charity and hofpitality flow from economy 
and eafy circumftances. The man that has more 

means. 
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meanSy lefs real wants, and no fantaftical onest 
md who Tpally lpv?g his fellow creatures, is 
Aeoeilkrily beneficent and hofpitable ; and fuch 
is jthe iitu.atipn and /uch the character of the 
QjJdjcers. 

But the great reproach that Mr. Mazzei 
brin^ \xpp' : 'enx is, that they are fuperior in 
bypQcrlfy. V iqdge of this accufjtion, let us 
fee in wha ; niy confifts. 

Ear a jam > i ^d to fentiments which he 
does not ppife irtucs which he does not 

Uradife— or, in - \ to appear what he is 
jiot, is what is t ' hypocrify. 

Now are i;iot tx crs what they appear 

to be ? This is tK to be proved. To 

convid them of relt^ "^ocrijy,^ you muft 

prove that tbcy do not h the Holy Spirit, 

and in the Gofpelj you x. we them to be 

Infidl^ls or Aiheifts under v Tc of Chi;ifti- 

aoity. 

If iwor^i/hypocriiy isintendcv \ (. ,. luft prove 
that they cpuqeal liberjtiaifm, W.: v tiap, anji 
crwlty to their femilies, uudfcr th - f auf* 
terity, economy, and apparent ten , i' < ^S 
it political hypocrify ? y o\j . muft then ^ /e that 
ithey wifli fqcrctly for places an(l dignities, 
which they haye reno«ncsd ; .that ^ey long tp 
VoL.L Z t jpiaiiacra 
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*maflacre their fellow creatures, while they pro 
fefs a horror for the efFufioii of human bloofd ; 
that they are really felfifli, under the malk of 
friends and benefactors to the human race ; 
that they are proud and haughty, under the ap- 
pearance of fimplicity. 

In a word, hypocrify is a vague term; and 
As long as it is not applied to fafts, it (ignifics 
nothing. It does not fuffice for its juftification, 
to fay, that the Quakers are ProteJIant Jefuits. 

This is but a new calumny, as vague as the 
other. I a(k for fafts. If the Quakers refem- 
ble the Jefuits in mildnefs, indulgence, toler- 
ance, and the art of perfuafion, it is to refera- 
ble them on the virtuous fide. M. Mazzei iacp^ 
they do not refemble them in every thing, and 
he thus effaces what M. de Chaflellux had wan- 
tonly advanced on this charge. 

I am not aftonifhcd that the Quakers have 
the art of perfuafion. They have pofleflfed it 
for a hundred and fifty years ; which is a proof 
that they merit the public confidence; they 
muft have loft it had they been charletans or 
hypocrites. 

The cry of hypocrify is generally fct up 

agaihft the moft grave and religious fefts, and 

by thofe men who are feeking to juftify their 

own corruption. It feems, that having* re* 

-' . I nounced 
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iiounced all virtues, they like not to take the 
trouble to feign them ; or perhaps, to get rid of 
the weight of efteem which is due to virtue, 
they calculate, that it is eafier to deny its ex- 
iftence. 

M. Mazzci accufes the Quakers of want of 
pun£iuality and equity in their commerce ; he 
adds, that it is their national charaBer. Obferve, 
my friend, that neither Mazzei nor Chaftellux 
adduces a fingle fa6t, nor a fmgle authority for 
this aflertion* It muft then be a pure calumny. 
If this was the charadter of the Quakers, would 
fa<Sls be wanting to prove it ? 

I have too often heard repeated this accufa- 
tion of knavery againft them ; 1 have, with the 
greateft care, confulted Englilh and Americans 
of all fefts, and French merchants who have 
had dealings with them ; and I have not been 
able to hear of a fingle faft as an inftance of 
difhonefty. The worft that has been told me, 
is, that they are cunning, fl:ri£t, and inflexible; 
that they have no refpe<£t for perfons or feds. 
I was told too, as M. Mazzei has printed, that 
they underftand very well how to fell, that they 
fell dear. I have fliewed in my anfwer to Chaf- 
tellux, the abfurdity of any reproach like this. 
To underftand the art of felling, does not fup- 
pofe a want of probity ; it is the fpirit of com* 
Z z merce ; 
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merce ; 1 will fay more, it is the general cha^ 
rafter of the Americans -, they are artful : I 
will explain the caufe of it hereafter. 

Mr. Bingham, one of the moft opulent citi- 
zens of Philadelphia, and one who, from his 
oftentation an4 luxury, cannot be very favour- 
able to the QvKikefs, fpoke of theiti to me iii 
the higheft praife. He feid, that they were 
extremely pundual in fulfilling their engage- 
ments, and that they never live beyond their 
income. 

And this will explain the common faying that 
you fo often hear repeated at t^hiladelphia, that 
the Quakers are fo cunning that the Jews them* 
felves cannot live among them. Ufurious Jews 
can never live among economical men, who 
have no heed of borrowing money at enormous 
intereft ; for a fimilar reafon, a feller of pork 
cannot live among Jews. 

M. Mazzei accufes the Quakers of a dr/Fre 
of gain ; though he is not fo formal ia this ac- 
cufation as M. de Chaftellux. I will take this 
opportunity to make a remark on this commoii 
reproach, with which it is fo fafliiorjable to re- 
vile, not only the Quakers, but commercial peo- 
ple in general. 

The author of Pbtlofophical Travtts in Eng-^ 
land fays, " We are luckily exempted in France 

from 
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from that fpirit of avarice, that defire of gain ; 
and we owe this exemption to the pride of a 
numerous hody of nobles." — More luckily, 
however, we are at prefent exempted from this 
very ufeful body. But I would aik this noble 
traveller, with what fpirit thefe honourable no- 
bles beg and fawn for lucrative places and. pen- 
(ions ? With what fpirit do they engage, under 
borrowed names, in all fpeculations and ftock- 
jobbing? With what fpirit do they require 
large gratifications for their pat--.onage, fecret 
bribes from the Farmers-General, and a covered 
intereft in every enterprize that is carried on in 
the kingdom ? Is this the fame fpirit ; or is it 
better or worfe than the defire of gain which 
appears to them fo vile la a merchant ? In two 
refpefls thefe men are infinitely below the mer- 
chant ; in the hypocrify of pretending to de- 
fpife a metal which they burn to poflTefs, and in 
the ufe which they make of it. Money gained 
in commerce, is generally employed in extend- 
ing commerce and ufeful fpeculations ; money 
gained by a noble, is fpent in luxury, vanity, 
xiebauchery, and creating new poifons in fociety. 
The defire of gain in a merchant, confifts in 
amafling wealth, in preferving it, and in watch- 
ing over his affairs with a conftant attentiou. 
Such then is the crime of the Quakers* But 

Z 3 in 
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in reproaching them with it, we ought to con- 
fider attentively the circumftances of that fb-' 
ciety : their religious principles exclude them 
from all anibitious views, from all places and 
employments ; they muft theii attend wholly 
to their induflry, to the fupport and eftablifh- 
ment of their children. They have, therefore, 
more need of amaffing property than other ci- 
tizens, who may find the means of placing their 
children in public offices, in the army, the navy, 
or the church. 

Finally, the Quakers, having renounced the 
occupations of intrigue, of amufemejnts, and 
even of literature and the fciences, muft be 
occupied wholly in bufinefs ; and conlequently 
appear more vigilant, that is, in the language of 
lazy nobility, more avaricious. 

M. Mazzei agrees, that the Quakers are vir- 
tuous ; but does not allow them to rank in this 
refpedl above other fe£ls. He believes, that 
other fedls have produced men as perfeftas.this. 
I believe it as well as he : the image of Fenelori 
gives me as agreeable an imprellion as that of 
Fothergill or Benezet. But J maintain,— iff, 
that the ft£l of the Quakers, in proportion to 
their number, has produced more of thefe pro- 
digies. 2d, that no f«<5l prefents to us a totali- 
ty fo pcrfe«5l and harmonious, and an aflemblage 

of 
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of men fo pure and virtuous, or fo conftant a 
feries of great and good anions. To prove 
this laft affertion, I will only call to your mind 
the emancipation of flaves, executed by them 
with unanimity, with the fame fpirit, and fol- 
lowed by numerous efforts to abolifli flavery, 
and to meliorate and educate the blacks. Let 
any one cite to me in all other fe6ts a (imilar 
inftarice of difintereftednefs and humanity. Let 
a fe<ft be mentioned which, like this, has made 
it a law never to take any part either in priva- 
teering*, or in contraband trade, even in a fo- 
reign country ; for they will not tempt a fo- 
reigner ^Ao violate the laws of his own country. 

During the laft war, the Quakers pafled a 
refolution, that whoever of their fociety ftiould 
pay a debt in paper money (then depreciated) 
fhould be excommunicated ; while, at that time, 
it was a crime to doubt of the goodncfs of this 
paper ; and the Quakers, like all other citizens, 
were obliged to receive it from their debtors at 
the nominal value. 

* I ought to mention the condufb of a Quaker, wh^^m the 
laft war reftored to the original owner his part of a prize ac- 
cidentally taken by a merchant's (hip, in which he was intereft- 

Cd. ... ^: •. ■ 
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LETTER XXXIIL 

THE EXTENT OF TUB SOCIETY OF Qj^AKERS^ 
THEIR RELLGIOUS PRINCIPLES, 8cC. 



A SOCIETY, fimplc In its manners, econo- 
mical, and devoted principally to agricuU 
ture and commerce, muft neceflarily incrcafe 
with great rapidity. Pennfylvania may be con- 
fidered as the mother country of the Quakers^ 
who form a majority of its population. They 
are numerous in the States of New-York, 
New- Jerfey, Maryland, and Rhode-Ifland ; fome 
in New-Hamp(hire and Maffcthufetts. Manjr 
of the Quakers have planted f heir tabernacles 
in that delightful valley which is waflied by the 
Sbenadore, beyond the firft chain of mountains. 
T^hey have no (laves ; they employ negroes as 
hired fervants, and have renounced the culture 
of tobacco : and this valley is obferved as the 
beft cultivated part of Virginia. 

They have puflied their ftttlemfeftts likewife 
into the two Carolinas and Georgia. They 
are beginning eftablifhmcnts near the Ohio, and 

have 
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have a coaiiderable one already at Redftone, on 
the Monongabela. 

It is to be wiflied, for the happlnefs of the 
Indians^ and the peace of America, jhat all the 
planters of the frontiers pofTeiTed the pacific 
principles of the Quakers : a bfting union would 
ibon be formed between them ; and blood would 
no longer ftain the furrows which American 
induftry trices in the forefts. 

The religion of the Quakers is the (impleft 
imaginabje. It confids in the voice of confci- 
ence, the internal fentiment, the divine inflinf):, 
which, in their opinion, God has imparted to 
every one. This inftind, this light, this grace, 
which every perfon brings into the world with 
^ bim, appears to them the only guide necefl&ry 
for the conduct of life. But to underdand the 
guide^ it is necefiary to know it ; to be known, 
it (hould often be interrogated. Hence the ne- 
ceflity of frequent meditations ; hence the nul- 
lity of all forcnal worfhip, and the miniflration 
of priefts : for they coniider forms as fo many 
obftacles, which turn the attention from the 
voice within ; and priefls pofleiling no more of 
the Divine Spirit than other men, cannot fup« 
ply the want of meditation. 

I have (hewn in my Critique on the Travels 
of CbafleUuXi how much this meditative wor* 

(hip 
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(hip of the Deity, is fuperidr to the mechanical 
worfliip of other fefts. I have proved that the 
man who adores his Creator by meditating oa 
his own duties, will necelTarily become good, 
tolerant, juft, and beneficent. You have here 
the key both of the moral charafter of the Qua- 
kers, and of its extraordinary duration. Their 
virtue is an habit, a fecond nature. 

The Quakers have been much ridiculed for 
their belief in this interior principle. For their 
calumniators, fome of whom have called them* 
felvcs philofophers, are ignorant that this belief 
is not peculiar to the Quakers. We find it iti 
a great number of fages, who have merited thfc 
homage of mankind. With Pythagoras, it was 
the 'Eternal Wordy the Great L/^A/,— with Anax- 
agoras^ the 'Divine iSo///,— with Socrates, the 
Good Spirit y or Demony^v/ith Timeus, the Un- 
created Principle ^ — with Hieron, the Author ^ 
Delight J the God within the Man^ — with Plato, 
the eternal ineffable andperfeSt Principle of Truth ^ 
i— with Zeno, the Creator and Father of allj — . 
and with Plotinus, the Root of the Soul. When 
thcfe philofophers endeavoured to charafterife 
the influence of this principle within us, they 
ufed correfpondent expreffions. Hieron called 
it a domeftic God^ an internal God.-^Socvdtes and 
Timeus, the Genius^ or ^;/^^/,— *Pl6tinus, the 

Divine 
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Divine Principle in A/^/z,— and Plato, the Rule of 
the ^oul^ the Internal Guide j the Foundation of 
ITtrtue. 

I do not pretend to explain to you all the re- 
ligious principles of the Quakers; this would 
lead me too far ; not that their dogmas are very 
numerous, for their dodtrine is more fimple and 
more concife than their morals. But this article, 
as well as their hiftory, ought to be treated at 
large. I can affureyou, that all the French au- 
thors who have written on them, without ex- 
cepting Voltaire, have been ignorant of the true 
fources of information. They have contented 
themfelves with feizing the objedls to which 
they could give a caft of ridicule, and have 
thrown alide every thing that could render that 
Ibciety refpedable. 

One inviobble pradtice of theirs, for inftance, 
is, never to difpute about dogmas. They have 
cut off an endlels chain of difputations, by not 
admitting the authority either of the Old or New 
Teftament to be fuperior to that of the internal 
principle, and by. not hiring a clafs of men for 
the fole purpofe of difputing and tyrannizing, 
under the pretext of inftruding. What torrents 
of blood would have been fpared, if the Catholics 
and Proteftants had adopted a rule of conduct fo 
wife ; if inftead of quarrelling about unintelli- 
;-f- giblc 
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gible words, about writings that may be chang-i 
ed, about the authority of the Church and the 
Pope, they had believed in the internal Spirit^ 
which for each individual may be the fecret 
guide! This guide has little concern with 
dogmas, and much with morals. 

Among the political principles of the Quakers^ 
the mofl remarkable are^ never to take an oath, 
and never to take arms. I fhall fpeak of the latter 
in an article by itfelf ; as to their refufing to take 
an oath, it may be faid, that an oath adds no 
weight to the declaration of an honeft man ; and 
perjury has no terrors for a knave. 

Their difcipline is as fimple as their dodrine. 
In their marriages, their births, and interments, 
they ufe only the forms neceffary to verify the 
exiftence of the faft. 

A Quaker cannot marry a perfon of another 
feft ; I aiked the reafon of this ; as it appeared 
to me a fign of intolerance. " The prefervation 
of our fociety,'* (replied a Quaker,) ** de- 
pends on the prefervation of the cudoms which 
diftinguifli us from other men. This fingularity 
forces us to be more honeft; and if we ihould 
unite our families with ftrangcrs, who are not of 
our fociety, individuals would fwerve from our 
ufagcs, and confound them with others. A 
Quaker woman who fliould marry a Prefcy- 

teriaa^ 
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terian, fubmits herfclf to the authority of a man 
over whom we have no influence; and the fo- 
ciety fubfifts only by this domeftic voluijtary 
and reciprocal influence/* 

This influence is direfted by their different 
aflcmblies. The monthly aflemblies are in 
general compofed of feveral neighbouring con- 
gregations. Their fun£lions are to provide for 
the fubfiftence of the poor, and. the education 
of their children ; to examine the new converts, 
and prove their morals ; to fullain the zeal and 
the religion of others; to hear and judge their 
faults by means of fuperintendants appointed for 
this purpofe; to decide and fettle any difpute 
that may arife either between Quakers, or be- 
tween a Quaker and a ilranger, provided the 
latter will fubmit to their arbitrament. This 
latter objeft is one of the moft important; it pre- 
vents that cruel fcourge, fo ravaging in other 
countries, the fcourge of lawyers, the fourcc of 
fo much corruption, and the caufe of fuch 
fcandalous divifions. This cuflom muft be of 
great advantage to ftrangers who live in the 
neighbourhood of Quakers. The fociety ex- 
communicates a member who will not fubmit 
to this arbitration. 

Appeals are fomctimes carried from the 

monthly to the quajtei ly affemblics ; the prin* 

7 cipal 
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journed, and not decided till every member ia 
agreed^ ^ ' ' 

This ufage appears to me highly honourable 
to the fociety ; it proves a wonderful union 
among this hand of brothers ; it proves that the 
iame fpirit animates them, the fpint of reafoa, 
of truth, and of the public good. Deliberative 
ailemblies in general would not be rub|eA to 
fuch long and violent difcuflions, if, like the 
Quakers, they were difengaged from all pcr- 
fonal ambition ; and if, to refolve doubts, the 
members addreifed themfelves only to the coa*- 
fciences of men. 

You will, perhaps, conclude from this^ that 
this ibciety can do but little bujfinefs. This 
will be a miflake ; no ibciety does more for the 
public good. It is owing to them, that Phila* 
delphia has hitherto been prefervcd from the 
danger of theatres. Their petition this ycar^ 
to prevent permidion being obtained to creCt 
one, has been fuccefsful. 

A thorough knowledge of the Quakers, my 
friend, is not to be obtained by going, likeChaf- 
tellux, for an hour into one of their churches. 
Enter into their houfes ; you will find them the 
abodes of peace, harmony, gentlenefs, and fru- 
gality ; tendernefs to children, humanity to fer- 
vaats. Go into their hofpitals 4 you wiU there 

fee* 
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fee the more touching effeds of charity, in their 
unexampled cleanlinefs, in their aliments, in 
their beds, and in their fcrupulous attentions. 
Vifit the alylums of old age and decrepitude ; 
you will find the cloth and linen of the poor as 
decent as that of their benefadtors. Each one 
has his chamber, and enjoys not only the necef- 
faries, but many of the agreeables of life. 

If you would quit the town, and walk over 
the farms of the Quakers, you will difcover a 
greater degree of neatncfs, order, and care, 
among thefe cultivators ^ than among any other. 
If you examine the interior organization of the 
fociety, you will find, in every church, a trea- 
fury for charity, containing more orlefs money, 
according to the wealth of the congregation. 
This is employed in aflifting young tradefmen, 
in fuccouring thofe who have failed in bufiiiefs 
through misfortune, thofe who have fufFered by 
fire and other accidents. You will find many 
rich perfons among them, who make it a con- 
ftant rule to give to this treafury one-tenth of 
their revenue. 

I am perfuaded, my friend, that, after having 
well examined this fociety under all fhefe de- 
tails, you would cry out. If to-morrow I were 
reduced to poverty, and to be deftitute of the 
fuccour of my friends, God grant that I might 

Vol. I. A a finifh 
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finifli my days in a Quaker hofpital : if to-mor- 
row I were to become a farmer, let me have- 
members of this fociety for my neighbours 5 
they would inftruft me by their example and 
advice, and they would never vex me with law- 
fuits. 



I. E T T E R XXXIV. 

THE REFUSAL OF QUAKERS TO TAKE ANV 
PART IN WAR. 

1"^HESE wife men have feen that the great 
^ bafis of univerfal happinefs muft be uni- 
verfal peace ; and that to open the way to that 
peace, we muft pronounce an anathema againft 
the art of war. . Sacred writings have taught 
us to believe, that the time will come when 
nation fhn!l no more lift the fword againft na- 
tion : and to lead to the accomplifhmcnt of 
fo confohng a prophecy, this people believe that 
example is more powerful than words; that 
kings will always find the fecret of perpetuating 
wars, as long as they can hire men to murder 
each other -, and that it is their duty, as a fo- 
ciety, to rcfolve never to take arms, or contri- 
bute 
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bute to the expences of any war. They have 
been tormented, robbed, imprifoned, and mar- 
tyred ; they have fuffered every thing ; till ty- 
ranny itfelf, wearied with their perfeverance, 
has exempted them from military fervice, and 
has been driven to indireft meafures to force 
contributions from their hands. 

What then would become of our heroes and 
our conquerors, our Fredericks and our Potem- 
kins, if all religious fefts had adopted the fame 
pacific fpirit, and no man could be found who 
would confent to be trained like an automaton 
to the infernal art of killing his fellow creatures? 

If we wi(h for the happinefs of mankind, let 
us pray, that this fociety may cover the whole 
globe ; or let us endeavour, at leaft, to procure 
the adoption of their humane principles by all 
men. Then would be realifed that univerfal 
peace which the Quakers have already realifed 
in thofe countries where they have influence. 

In Pennfylvania, they found the fecret of de- 
fending thcmfclves from the fcourge of mili- 
tary (li'jghter until the war of 1755, between 
France and England. Though mingled with 
the Indians, no quarrels arofe amongft them 
which extended to the Ipilling of blood. 

The government of England, with all ils 
manoeuvres, could never engage the Quakers to 

A a 2 give 
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give any affiftance to the military before thisj 
war. They not only refufed it, but they re- 
figned all the places which they had held in the 
government of the colony; for it was before al- 
moft entirely in their hands ; and fuch was^thelr 
economy, that the produce of the cuftom- 
houfe, and a fmall excife, were always fufEcient 
to defray the public expences ; fo that no other' 
tax was known in the colony. 

The war of 1755 changed this order of 
things, and occafioned heavy expences, which 
the colonics were obliged to pay. The Qua- 
kers were fubjefted to them, as well as others j 
but they not only refufed, as a fociety, to pay 
taxes, of which war was the objeft, but they 
excommunicated thofe who paid them. They 
perfevered in this pradlicc in the laft war. 

At this time an animofity was kindled againft 
them, which is not yet extinguifhed. Faithful 
to their principles, they declared, that they 
would take no part in this war, and they ex- 
communicated all fuch as joined either the Ame- 
rican or the Britilh army. 

1 am well convinced of the facred and divine 
principle which authorifes refiftance to oppref- 
lion ; and I am well convinced, that oppreffion 
was here manifeft ; I muft therefore blame the 
neutrality of the Quakers on this occafion, 

when 
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when their brethren were fighting for inde- 
pendence. But I believe, likewife, that it was 
wrong to perfecutc them fo violently for their 
pacific neutrality. 

If this inftance of refufal had been the firft of 
the kind, or if it had been didated by a fecret 
attachment to the Britifli caufe, certainly they 
would have been guilty, and this perfecution 
would perhaps have been legitimate. But this 
neutrality was commanded by their religious 
opinions, conftantly profefled, and praftifed by 
the fociety from its origin. 

No perfon has fpoken to me with more im- 
partiality refpefting the Quakers than General 
Waihington, that celebrated man, whofe fplrit 
of juftice is remarkable in every thing. He de- 
clared to me, that, in the courfe of the war, he 
had entertained an ill opinion of this fociety; 
he knew but little of them, as at that time 
there were but few of that feft in Virginia ; 
and he had attributed to their political fenti- 
ments, the efFeft of their religious principles. 
He told me, that having fince known them, 
better, he acquired an eftecm for them ; and 
that, confidering the fimplicity of their man- 
ners, the purity of their morals, their exempla- 
ry economy, and their attachment to the con- 
ftitution, he confidered this fociety as one of 

A a 3 the 
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the beft fupports of the new government, which 
requires a great moderation, and a total baniOi* 
ment of luxury. 

It was not under this point of view that they 
were regarded by the Congrefs which laid the 
foundation of American independence. This 
Congrefs joined their perfecutors, and banifhed 
fome of their moft noted leaders to Staunton 
in Virginia, two hundred miles from their fami- 
lies. My friend, Myers Fifher, was of the 
number. M. Mazzei quotes the violent Ad- 
drefs publiflhed by Paine againft them, but takes 
care not to quote the Anfwer made to it by 
Fiflier. But fuch is the logic of this calumni- 
ator of the Quakers. Since the peace, they 
have been fubjedted to another kind of vexa- 
tion. Each citizen, from fixteen to fifty-five 
years of age, is obliged by law to ferve in the 
militia, or to pay a fine. The Quakers will 
not ferve nor pay the fine. The colle6lor, 
whofe duty it is to levy it, enters their houfes, 
takes their furniture, and fells it ; and the Qua- 
kers peaceably fubmit. 

This method gives great encouragement to 
knavery. Collcdors have been known to take 
goods to the amount of fix times the fine, to fell 
,for a (hilling what was worth a pound, never 
to return the furplus, nor even to pay the flate, 

but 
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Lut afterwards become bankrupts. Their fuc- 
ceflbrs would then come and demand the fine 
already paid ; but thcQiiakers have complained 
of thefe abufes to the legiQature, and an ad: is 
paffed fufpending thefe collections till Septem- 
ber 1789. 

It would be very eafy to reconcile the wants 
of the Ihite, and the duty of the citizen, with 
the religious principles of the Quakers. You 
might fubjedt them only to pacific taxes, and 
require them to pay a larger proportion of them. 
This is already done in Virginia, in abolifliing, 
with refpedt to them, the militia fervice. 

With this view of their charafter, you will 
agree with me, my friend, that our government 
ought to haften to naturalize this purity ia 
France. Their example might ferve to rege- 
nerate our manners; without which we cannot 
certainly preferve our liberty for a long time, 
though we (hould be ahle to acquire it. The 
Catholic religion, which predominates in France, 
can be no objeclion to it ; for the Quakers hate 
no fciSl, but are friendly to all. They have ever 
lived in particular harmony with the Catholics 
of Pennfylvania and Maryland. James Pem- 
"berton told me, that in the war of 1740, he 
knew a mob of fanatical Prefbyterians, with 
axes in their hands, going to deftroy a Catholic 

A a 4 chapcL 
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chapel. Ten or twelve Quakers flopped them,- 
exhorted them, and they difperfed without efv 
fefting their defign. 

Living in harmony with all other fedls, they 
preferve no refentment againft the apoftates 
from their own, notwithftanding the troubles 
which they experienced from them. Reafon i^ 
the only weapon vvhich they ufe. 

PoJIfcript written in 1790. 

If the old government had an interefl: in in- 
viting Quakers to France, this intereft is doubled 
fmce the Revolution. The fpirit of that fociety 
agrees with the fpirit of French liberty in the 
following particulars : 

That fociety has made great eftabllfliments 
without efFufion of blood ; the National Aflem- 
bly has renounced the idea of conqueft, which 
is almoft univerfally and conftantly the caufe of 
war. That fociety pradtifes univerfal tolerance ; 
the Afl'emoly ordains it. The fociety obferves 
fimplicity of worfhip ; the Affembly leads to it. 
The fociety pradifes good morals, which arc 
the ftrongeft fupports of a free government ; 
the political regeneration of France, which the 
Affembly is about to confummate, condudls 
neceflarily to a regeneration of morals. 

If 
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If the French are armed from North to 
South, it is for Hberty, it is for the terror of 
defpotifm, it is to obey the commands of God ; 
for God has willed that man (hould be free, 
fince he has endowed him with realbn ; he has 
willed that he fllould ufe all efforts to defend 
himfelf from that tyranny which defaces the 
only image of the Deity in man, his virtues 
and his talents. 

But not withftanding this ardour in the French 
to arm themfelves.in fo holy a caufe, they do 
not lefs refpeft the religious opinions of the 
Quakers, which forbid them to fpill the blood 
of their enemies. This error of their huma- 
nity is fo charming, that it is almoft as good as 
a truth. We are all ftriving for the fame ob- 
jeft, univcrfal fraternity ; the Quakers by gen- 
tlenefs, we by refiftancc. Their means arc 
thofe of a fociety, ours thofc of a powerful na- 
tion. 



LETTER 
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LETTER XXXV. 

JOURNEY TO MOUNT VERNON IN VIRGINIA, 

ON the 15th of November, 1788, I fet out 
from Philadelphia for Wilmington, dis- 
tance twenty-eight miles, and road tolerably 
good. The town of Chefter, fifteen miles from 
Philadelphia, is a place where ft rangers like to 
reft. It ftands on a creek, which falls into the 
Delaware. It enjoys fbme commerce, and the 
taverns here are good. 

Wilmington is much more confiderable ; it 
ftands likewife on a creek near the Delaware ; 
the bails of its commerce is the exportation of 
flour. One mile above Wilmington, you pafs 
the town of Brandy wine ; the name of which 
will call to your mind a famous battle gained by 
the Engli(h over the Americans, eight miles 
from this town, on a river of the fame name. 
This town is famous for its fine mills ; the mod 
confiderable of which is a paper-mill belongino" 
to Mr. Gilpin and Myers Fiflier, that worthy 
orator and man of fcience, whom I have often 
mentioned. Their procefs in making paper, ef- 

pecially 
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pecially in grinding the rags, is much more 
iimple than ours. I have feen fpecimens of 
their paper, both for writing and printing, equal 
to the fineft made in France. 

Wilmington is a handfome town, well-built, 
and principally inhabited by Quakers. I have 
feen many refpeftable perfons among them, 
particularly Dodtor Way. The celebrated Mr. 
Dickinfon, who refides here, was, unfortunate^ 
ly for me, out of town. 

I pafled two evenings in company with Mift 
Vining, that amiable woman, whom the licen- 
tious pen of Chaflellux has calumniated, as hav* 
ing too much tafte for gallantry. If we believe 
the teftimony of all her acquaintance, this trait 
which he has give her is an inexcufable libeL 
The Quakers themfelves, to whom her gaiety 
cannot be pleafmg, declare that her conduct has 
been uniformly irreproachable. But I believe, 
that this malicious and cowardly (haft, hurled 
in fecurity from the other fide of the Atlantic, 
has effentially injured her. 

At nine miles from Wilmington, I paftGhrif- 
tine-Bridge, a place of fome commerce. From 
thence to the head of Elk, you fee but few 
plantations, you run through eight miles of 
woods, only nieeting with a few log-houfes, 
when you arrive at Henderfon's tavern, a very 

good 
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good inn, alone in the midft of vaft forefts. It 
16 twenty-two miles from thence to the ferry 
of the Sufquehannah. The town here is called 
Havre de Grace, a name given it by a French- 
man who laid the foundation of the town. It 
is at prefent an irregular mafs of about 150 
houfcs ; but there is no doubt, when the en- 
trance of the river (hall be rendered navigable, 
but this will be an intercfting fituation, and a 
populous town. Here is a charming garden be- 
longing to the proprietor of the ferry, from 
ivhich I had a delicious profped of that magni- 
ficent river ; which in this place is more thaa 
a mile and a half wide, interfperfed with iflands. 
From thence to Baltimore are reckoned fixty 
miles. The road in general is frightful, it is 
over a clay foil, full of deep ruts, always in the 
midft of forefts ; frequently obftrufted by trees 
overfet by the wind, which obliged us to fcek 
a new paflage among the woods. I cannot con- 
ceive why the ftage does not often overfct. 
Both the drivers and their horfes difcover great 
Ikill and dexterity, being accuftomed to thcfe 
roads. 

But why are they not repaired ? Overfeers 
of the roads are indeed appointed, and fines arc 
lomctimes pronounced on delinquencies of this 
kind ; but they are ill colleded. Every thing 

is 
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IS here degraded; it is one of the effeds of 
flavery. The flave works as little as poffible ; 
and the mafter, eager of vile enjoyments, finds 
other occupations than fending his negroes to 
repair the roads. 

Sonie vaft fields of Indian corn, but bad cul- 
tivation, pale faces worn by the fever and ague^ 
naked negroes, and miferable huts, are the moft 
ftriking images offered to the eye of the tra- 
veller in Maryland. 

We arrived at Baltimore in the night ; but I 
viev/ed this town on my return. It contains 
near two thoufand houfes ; and fourteen thou- 
fand inhabitants. It is irregularly built, and on 
land but little elevated above the furface of Pa^ 
tapfco Bay, on the north of which it forms a 
crefcent. The bay is not fufficiently deep to 
receive the largeft fliips ; they anchor near 
Feirs Point, two miles from the centre of the 
town. There are flill ftagnant waters in the 
town ; few of the flreets are paved ; and the 
great quantities of mud after rain, announce 
that the air muft be unhealthy ; but alk the in- 
habitants, and they will tell you no. You may 
fay here, like the Swifs, in the heat of a battle, 
** If you believe thefe people, nobody can die 
here!!' 

Baltimore was but a village before; the waf ; 

but 
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but during that period, a confiderable portiott 
of the commerce of Philadelphia was removed 
to this place. The greateft (hips come as far 
as here ; but can go no farther ; vaft quantities 
of provifions defcend the Sufquehannah, and 
when that river (hall be navigable, Baltimore 
muft be a very confiderable port. 

The quarrel about federalifm divided the 
town at the time I was in it ; and the two par- 
ties almoft came to blows on the eledioa of 
their reprefentativcs. 

We left Baltimore for Alexandria at four ia 
the morning ; diftant about (ixty miles, bad 
roads, a rude waggon, excellent horfes, (kilfut 
condudlors, poor cultivation, mifcrable huts, and 
miferable negroes. 

They (hewed me a plantation belonging to a 
Quaker ; there were no flavcs upon it. I (aw 
Brufhtown, a new village that the State of Ma- 
ryland has pointed out for the feat of a college* 
This edifice is nearly completed ; it is on an 
eminence, and enjoys a good air. We break- 
fafted in this village, and dined at Bladen(bury, 
fixtcen miles from Alexandria. It is firuated 
on a little river, which difcharges itfelf into 
the Potowmack, and which admits Bateaus of 
twenty or thirty tons. We could find nothing 
to drink but brandy or rum mixed with water. 

la 
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In countries cultivated by flaves there is no in^ 
duftry, nor domeftic economy. The people 
know neither the advantage nor the method of 
making beer or cyder on their farms. 

George-town terminates the State of Mary- 
land : it overlooks the Potowmack, has an agree- 
able fituation, and a confiderable commerce* 
Regulations and imports, inconfiderately laid on 
commerce by the State of Virginia, have ba- 
niflied to George-town a confiderable part of 
the commerce of Alexandria. 

This place is eight miles below George-town, 
on the oppofite fide of the Potowmack. Alex- 
andria has grown from nothing to its prefent 
fize within thefe forty years. It is not fo con- 
fiderable as Baltimore, which it ought to fur- 
pafs. It is almoft as irregular and as deftituto 
of pavements. You fee here a greater pa- 
rade of luxury ; but it is a miferable luxury ; 
fervants with filk flockings in boots, women 
elegantly drefled, and their heads adorned with 
feathers. 

The inhabitants, at the clofe of the war, ima- 
gined that every natural circumftance confpired 
to render it a great commercial town, — ^the fa- 
lubrity of the air, the profundity of the river 
admitting the largeft (hips to anchor near the 
quay, an immenfe extent of back country, fer- 
tile 
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tile and abounding in provifions. They have 
therefore built ou every lide, commodious (lore* 
houfes and elcgaut wharfs ; but commerce ftill 
lauguiflies on account of the reftraints above 
mentioned* 

I haftened to arrive at Mount Vernon, the 
feat of General Wafliington, ten miles below 
Alexandria on the fame river. On this rout 
you traverfc a cofiiiderable wood, and after hav- 
ing paffcJ over tv\o hills, you difcover a coun- 
try houfe of an elegant and majedic fimplicity. 
It is preceded by grals plats ; ou one fide of the 
avenue arc the llables, on the other a greeii- 
houfe, and houfes for a number of negro me- 
chanics. In a fpacious back yard are turkies, 
geefe, and other poultry. This houfe overlooks 
the Potowmack, enjoys an cxtenfive profpedt, 
has a vaft and elevated portico on the front next 
the river, and a convenient dirtribution pf the 
apartments within. The General came home 
in the evening, fatigued with having been to 
lay out a new road in feme part of his planta- 
tions. You have often heard him compared to 
Cincinnatus ; the comparifon is doubtlefs juft. 
This celebrated General is nothing more at pre- 
fent than a good farmer, conftantly occupied iu 
the care of his farm and the improvement of 
cultivation. He has lately built a barn, one 
g hundred 
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hundred feet in length and confiderably more in 
breadth, deftined to receive the produftions of 
his farm, and to fhelter his cattle, horfes, afles, 
and mules. It is built on a plan fent him by 
that famous Englifli farmer Arthur Young. But 
the General has much improved the plan. This 
building is in brick, it coft but three hundred 
pounds ; I am fure in France it would have 
coft three thoufand. He planted this year ele- 
ven hundred bufliels of potatoes. All this is 
new in Virginia, where they know not the ufe 
of barns, and where they lay up no provifions 
for their cattle. His threj. hundred negroes are 
diftributed in different log-houfcs in different 
parts of his plantation, which in this neigh- 
bourhood confifts of ten thoufand acres. Co- 
lonel Humphreys, that poet of whom I have 
fpoken, aflured me that the General poflefles, 
in different parts of the country, more than two 
hundred thoufand acres. 

Every thing has an air of (implicity in his 
houfe ; his table is good, but not oftentatious ; 
and no deviation is feen from regularity and do- 
mcftic economy. Mrs. Wafhington fuperin- 
tends the whole, and joins to the qualities of an 
excellent houfewife, that (imple dignity which 
ought to charafterife a woman whofe hufband 
has a£led the greatcft part on the theatre of hu- 
man affairs ; while fhe pofleiTes that amenity. 

Vol. L Bb and 
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and manifefts that attention to ftrangers, which 
render hofpltality fo charming. The fame vir* 
tues are confpicuous in her interefting niece ; 
but unhappily (he appears not to enjoy good 
health. 

M. de Chaftellux has mingled too much of 
the brilliant in his portrait of General Wafhing- 
ton. His eye befpeaks great goodnefs of heart, 
manly fenfe marks all his anfwers, and he 
fometimes animates in converfation, but he has 
no charafteriftic features ; which renders it dif- 
ficult to feize him. He announces a profound 
difcretion, and a great diffidence in himfelfi 
but, at the fame time, an unfliaken firmnefs of 
charafter, when once he has made his decifion. 
His modefty is aftonifhing to a Frenchman; 
he fpeaks of the American war, and of his vic- 
tories, as of things in which he had no direc- 
tion. 

He fpoke to me of M. de la Fayette with the 
greateft tendernefs. He regarded him as his 
child ; and forefaw, with a joy mixed with in- 
quietude, the part that this pupil was going to 
ad in the approaching revolution of France. 
He could not predict, with clearnefs, the event 
of this revolution. If, on the one (ide, he ac- 
knowledges the ardour and enthufiafm of the 
French charader, on the other, he faw aa afto* 

6 nifhing 
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nifliing veneration for their ancient government, 
and for thofc monarchs whofc inviolability ap- 
peared to him a flrange idea. 

After paffing three days in the houfe of this 
celebrated man, who loaded me with kindnefs, 
and gave me much information relative to the 
late war, and the prefent (ituation of the United 
States, I returned to Alexandria. 



LETTER XXXVI. 

GENERAL OBSERVATIONS ON MARYLAND AND 
VIRGINIA. 

THE Bay of Chefapeak divides Maryland 
into two parts, nearly equal. The weft- 
ern divifion is the moft peopled. Numerous 
bays and navigable rivers render this ftate fingu- 
larly commodious for commerce. It would fbon 
become extremely flourifhing if flavery were 
banifhed from it, if a more advantageous culture 
were fubftituted to that of tobacco, and if the 
fpirit of the Catholic religion had not adulte- 
rated the tafte for order, regularity, and feverity 
of manners, which characlerife the other fe<fls, 

B b C5 and 
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mans, they (hall one day give law to the whole 
north. 

There is a glafs manuFaftory forty nailes from 
Alexandria, which exported laft year to the 
arhount of ten thoufand pounds in glafs ; and 
notwithftanding the general charatfter of indo-P 
lence in this State, the famous canal of the Po- 
towrtiack advances with rapidity. Crimes are 
more frequent in Virginia than in the northern 
States. This refults from the unequal diviQoa 
of property, and from flavery. 

Wherever you find luxury, and efpecially a 
miferable luxury, there provisions, even of the 
firft neccflity, will be' dear. 1 experienced this 
in Virginia. At a tavern there I paid a dollar 
for a fupper, which in Pennfylvania would have 
coft me two (hillings, in Connefticut one. Por- 
ter, wine, and every article, bear an exceilive 
price here. Yet this dearnefs is owing in par| 
to other caufcs hereafter to be explained. 



I.PTTER 
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LETTER XXXVII. 

THE TOBACCO OF VIRGINIA, AND THE 
TOPACCO NOTES. 

I HAVE found, with pleafure, that your excel- 
lent article on the tobacco, inferted in our 
work de la France et des Etats Unis^ is nearly 
exaft in all its details. It is true that tobacco 
requires a ftrong fertile foil, and an uninterrupt- 
ed care in the tranfplanting, weeding, defend- 
ing from infefts, cutting, curing, rolling, and 
packing. 

Nothing but a great crop, and the total ab- 
negation of every comfort, to which the ne- 
groes are condemned, can compenfate the ex- 
pences attending this produftion before it arrives 
at the market. Thus in proportion as the good 
lands are exhaufted, and by the propagation of 
the principles of humanity, lefs hard labour is 
required of the flaves, this culture muft decline. 
And thus you fee already in Virginia fields en- 
clofed, and meadows fucceed to tobacco. Such 
is the fyftcm of the proprietors who beft under- 

B b 4 flan4 
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fland their intereft j among whom I place Ge- 
neral Wafhington, who has lately renounced 
the culture of this plant. 

Jf the Virginians knew our wants, and what 
articles would be moft profitable to them, they 
would pay great attention to the culture of cot- 
ton ; the confumption of which augments fo 
prodigioufly in Europe. I will not enlarge here 
on the lubjeft of tobacco, which many authors 
have explained ; but I will give you fome ideas 
on that kind of paper-currency called tobacco- 
money ; the ufe of which proves, that nations 
need not give them {elves fo much inquietude 
as they ufuvilly do on the abfcnce of fpecie. In 
a fret and fertile country, the conftant produce 
of the land may give a fixed value to any kind 
of reprefentative of property. • 

This State has public magazines, where the 
tobacco is depofitcd. InfpeGlors are appointed 
to take charge of tbefe magazines, and inipedt 
the quality of the tobacco j wliigh, if merchant- 
able, is received, and the proprietor is furnifhed 
with a note for the quantity by him depolited. 
This note circulates freely in the State, accord- 
ing to the known v^lue of the tobacco. The 
price is different, according to the place where 
it is infpcfled. T)ie following places are rank- 
ed according to the rigidity of the inlpedion : 

J^anoyer^ 
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Hanover-Court, Pittlburg, Richmond, Cabin- 
Point. When the tobacco i§ worth fixteen 
{hillings at Richmond, it is worth twenty-one 
at Hanover-Court. The tobacco travels to one 
place or the other, according to its quality ; 
and if it is refufed at all places, it is exported 
by contraband to the iflands, or confumed in 
the country. There are two cuttings in a year 
of this crop ; the firft only is prefented for in- 
fpedion, the fecond confumcd in the country 
or fmuggled to the iflands. 

As Virginia produces about eighty thoufand 
hoglheads, there circulates in the Statp about 
eight hundred thoufand pounds in thefe notes ; 
this is the reafon why the Virginians hjive not 
need of a great quantity of circulating fpecip, 
nor of copper coin. The rapid circulation of 
this tobacco- money llipplies their place. 

This fcarcity, however, of fmall money fub- 
jeds the people to great inconveniences, and 
has given rife to a pernicious practice of cut- 
ting pieces of filver coin into "halves and quar- 
ters ; a fource of many little knaveries. A 
perfon cuts a dollar into three pieces, keeps the 
middle piece, and pafles the other two for half 
dollars. The perfon who receives thefe with- 
out weighing, Joles the difference, and the pi^e 
who takes them by weight, makes a fraudulent 

profit 
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profit by giving them again at their pretended 
value ; arid fo the cheat goes round. 

But notwithftanding this pitiful refource of 
cutting the filver, fociety fufFers a real injury for 
want of a plentiful copper coin ; it is calculated, 
that in the towns the fmall expences of a family 
are doubled, on account of the impoffibiUty of 
finding fmall change. It ihews a ftriking want 
of order in the government, and increafes the 
mifery of the poor. Though tobacco exhaufts 
the land to a prodigious degree, the proprietors 
take no pains to reftore its vigour; they take 
what the foil will give, and abandon it when it 
gives no longer. They like better to clear new 
lands, than to regenerate the old. Yet thefe 
•abandoned Jands would (till be fertile, if they 
were properly manured and cultivated. The 
Virginians take no tobacco in fubftance, either 
in the nofe or mouth ; fome of them fmoke, 
but this pradlice is not fo general among them 
as in the Carolinas. 

The Americans wifli for the free commerce 
of tobacco with France; and they complain 
much of the monopoly of the farmers-general* 
If this monopoly were removed, and the tobac- 
co fubjefted only to a fmall duty on importation, 
into France, there is no doubt but that the Ame- 
ricans would make our country the ftore-houfc 

of 
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of thofe immenfe quantities with which they 
inundate Europe. You know that they arc 
now carried chiefly to England ; where about 
the tenth part is confumed, and the reft is ex- 
ported. England pays the whole in her own 
merchandize. Judge then of the profit flie 
muft draw from this exchange ; then add the 
commiflion, the money expended in England 
by a great number of Americans whom this 
commerce leads thither, and the profits of other 
tranches of bufinefs that are the confequence of 
this. 

Such are the advantages which it is in the 
power of France to acquire over England ; h\x% 
we muft abolifh the farms, and content our- 
fclves with a fmall duty on the importation. 
The high duty paid in England on tobacco, 
will prevent the Americans from giving the 
preference to that country. It amounts to fif- 
teen pence fterling on the pound. Though 
England confumes little tobacco, fhe draws 
from it a revenue of 600,000 pounds fterling. 
The ftate of the finances of that ifland will 
not admit of her diminiftiing this duty in order 
to rival France. Continue then, my friend, to 
preach your doftrine. 

The great confumption of tobacco in all coun- 
tries, and the prohibitive regulations of almoft 

all 
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all governments, may engage the Americans to 
continue this culture ; for as they can furnifti 
it at a low price, as they navigate at fmall ex- 
pence, as no people equal them in entcrptife 
and induftry, they may undertake to furni(h the 
whole earth, 

Spain, for inftance, will doubtlefs become 3 
market for them. The author of the Nouveau 
Voyage en TLfpagnc makes the revenue which 
the king draws from this article amount to 
twenty millions of livres {JJ^ZhT^ZZ^ sterling). 
The greater part of this tobacco is brought 
from Brafil by the Portuguefe, fold to the king 
at fiv(r,)ence flerling the pound, and then fold 
by him at eight (hillings and four-pence. At 
the expiration of the prefcnt contraft, fays the 
fame author, the Americans will offfer a more 
advantageous one, and it is faid they will have 
the preference. 

This high price encourages a confiderable 
contraband in Spain, though interdidled by the 
pains of death. The law is too rigid to be exe- 
cuted. 

The tobacco of the Mifiiflipi and the Ohio 
will, doubtlefs, one day furnilh the greater part 
of the confumption of Spain as well as of 
France; which, if the fyftem of liberty fhould 
be adopted, will become immenfe. For it is 

proved. 
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proved, by thofe who know the fecrets of the 
farm, that the confumption of the latter amounts 
to more than thirty millions of pounds annually, 
mftead of fifteen, as we have been comrfianded 
to believe. 



LETTER XXXVIir. 

THE VALLEY OF SHENADORE IN VIRGINIA. 

I PROPOSED, my friend, on quittuig Alex- 
andria, to vifit that charming valley, wafhed 
by the Shenadore, of which JefFerfon and Crc- 
vecoeur have given us fo feducing a defcription. 
From thence I intended to return by the vale of 
Lancafter, and pay my refpeds to the virtuous 
Moravians. But the approaching revolution in 
France haftening my return, I am obliged to 
content myfelf with giving you fomc idea of 
that country where we have been invited to fix 
our tabernacles ; and to borrow the obfervations 
of different travellers, who have this year ob- 
ferved, with great attention, the lands lituated 
between the different chains of mountains 
which feparate Virginia from the wellern ter- 
ritory. 

The 
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The valley of Shenadore, which lies between 
the fouth mountain and the north, or endlefs 
mountain, is from thirty to forty miles wide ; 
chalky bottom, a fertile foil, and a good air. 
This (ituation offers almoH: all the advantaa:es 
of the weftern country, without its inconveni- 
ences. It is almoft in the centre of the United 
States, and has nothing to fear from foreiga 
enemies. It lies between two coufideraUe ri- 
x^ers, which fall into the Cbeiapeak ; and 
though the navigation of thcfe rivers is inter- 
rupted for the prefent, yet there is no doubt, 
from tHe progrefs of the works on the Potow- 
mack, that this inconvenience will foon be re- 
moved. 

The price of lands here, as clfewhere, varies 
according to their quality ; you may purchafe 
at any price, from one to five guineas the acre, 
land of the fame quality as in Pennfylvania from 
four to twenty guineas. 

The average diftance of thefe latids from com- 
mercial towns is as follows : fifty miles from 
George-town, about fifty miles from Alexan- 
dria, eighty or an hundred fronj Richmond and 
from Baltimore. But this part of the country 
is ftill more inviting for its future profpefts. 
Of all the rivers that difcharge into the Atlan- 
tic, the Potowmack offers the moftdirciftcpm- 

munication 
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munication with the rivers of the weft. This^ 
circumftance will make it one day the great 
channel of intercourfe for almoft all the United 
States ; and its fituation renders it fecure againft 
being interrupted by wir. 

But to reahze the advantages which the fitu- 
ation of this country fcems to promife, requires 
a reformation of manners, and the banifliment 
of luxury, which is more conGderable here thaa 
in Pennfylvania. You muft banifli idlenefs and 
the love of the chace, which arc deeply rooted 
in the foul of the Virginians t and, above all 
. things, you muft banifli flavery j which infalli- 
bly produces thofe great fcourges of fociety, 
lazinefs and vice, in one clafs of men, uninduf- 
trious labour and degrading mifery in another. 
The view of this deforming wound of huma- 
nity will difcourage foreigners of fenfibility 
from coming to this ftate, while they have 
not to dread this difgufting fpedlaclc in Penn- 
fylvania. 

But it is in a country life in America, that 
true happinefs is to be found by him who is wife 
. enough to make it confift in tranquillity of foul, 
in the enjoyment of himfelf, and of nature. 
What is the fatiguing agitation of our great ci- 
ties, compared to this delicious calmnefs ? The 
trees, my friend, do not calumniate ; they revile 

not 
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not their benefaftors ; men of the greateft merit 
cannot always fay this of their fellow creatures. 



LETTER XXXIX. 

JOURNEY FROM BOSTON TO PORTSMOUTH, 

Oftobcr, 1788. 

I LEFT Bofton the 2d of Oaober, after din- 
ing with my worthy friend Mr. Barret * ; 
to whom, 1 cannot pay too fincere a tribute of 
praife for his amiable qualities, or of gratitude 
for the readinefs he has manifefted on all occa- 
fions in procuring me information on the objects 
of my refearch. We (lept at Salem, fifteen 
miles from Bofton ; an excellent gravelly road, 
bordered with woods and meadows. This road 
paffes the fine bridge of Maiden, which I men- 
tioned before, and the town of Linn remarkable 
for the manufadure of women's fhoesr- It is 
calculated that more than an hundred thoufand 
pairs are annually exported from this town. At 
Reading, not far from Linn, is a fimilar manu- 
failure of mea*s flioes. 

• He is of a rcfpe<Sable family in Bofton. He is lately 
named Conful of the United States in France. 

Salem, 
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Salem, like all other towns in America, has 
a printing prefs and a gazette. I read in thi^ 
gazette the difcourfe pronounced by M. D'Epre- 
minil when he was arreftcd in full parliament 
in Paris. What an admirable invention is the 
prefs ! it brings all nations acquainted with each 
other, and electrizes all men by the recital of 
good anions, which thus become common to 
all. This difcourfe tranfported the daughters 
of my hoftefs : D'Epreminil appeared to them 
a Brutus *. 

It was cold, and we had a fi#e In a Franklin 
ftove. Thefe are common here, and thofe chim- 
neys that have them not, are built as defcribed 
by M. de Crevecoeur : they rarely fmoke* The 
miftrefs of the tavern (Robinfon) was taking 
tea with her daughters ; they invited us to par- 
take of it with them, — I repeat it, we have no- 
thing like this in France. It is a general re- 
mark through all the United States ; a tavern- 
keeper muft be a refpeftable man, his daughters 
are well dreft, and have an air of decency and 
civility. We had good provifions, good beds, 
attentive fervants ; neither the fervants nor the 
coachmen afk any money. It is an excellent 
practice ; for this tax with us not only becomes 

* Heu ! quantum mutatus ab illo ! 

Vol. I. C c infupport- 
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iiifupportable on account of the perfccution^ 
which it occafions, but it gives men an air of 
bafeaefs, and accuftoms to the fervility of ava- 
rice. Salem has a confiderable commerce to 
the iflands, and a great activity of bufincfs by 
the cod fiftiery. 

In paffing to Beverly we croffed another ex- 
cellent wooden bridge. It is over a creek near 
a mile wide. The conftruftioa of this bridge, 
and the celerity with which it was bailt, gives 
a lively idea of the adivity and induftry of the 
inhabitants of MaiTachufetts. It cofl but three 
thoufand pounds ; the toll for a horfc and car* 
riage is eight*pence ; the opening in the middle 
for the paflage of veflels, is of a (impler me- 
chanifm than that of Charles-town. On the 
road to Beverly 1 faw a flourishing manufafture 
of cotton. 

At Londonderry, a town chiefly inhabited by 
Irifh, is a confiderable manufafture of linen* 
We dined at Newberry with Mr. Tracy, who 
formerly enjoyed a great fortune, and has iince 
been reduced by the failure of different enter- 
prifes, particularly by a contrad to furnish 
mafts for the marine of France. The milcar«« 
riage of this undertaking was owing to his 
having employed agents in procuring the firfl 
cargo, who deceived him, and fent a parcel of 

refulc 
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refufe mafts that were only fit for fire-wood. 
Though the manner in which Mr. Tracy had 
been deceived was fufficiently proved j yet, for 
the clerks of the marine at Verfailles, whofe in- 
tereft it was to decry the American timber, this 
fiift was fufficient to enable them to caufe it 
ever after to be rejefted. And Mr. Tracy's firft 
cargo was condemned and fold at Havre for 
250I. He lives retired ; and, with the confola- 
tioii of his refpeftable wife, fupports his misfor- 
tunes with dignity and firmnefs. 

Newberry would be one of the bed ports in 
the United States, were it not for a dangerous 
bar at the entrance. The bufiaefs of (hip- 
builcHng has much declined here. In the year 
1772 ninety veflels were built here, in 1^88 
only three. This town (lands at the mouth of 
the fine river Marrimak, abounding in fi(h of 
different kinds. 

Twenty-four miles of fine road brings you 
from Newberry to Portfmouth, the capital of 
New Hampfhire. There is little appearance of 
aftivity in this town. A thin population, many 
houfes in ruins, women and children in rags ; 
every thing announces decline. Yet there are 
elegant houfes and fome commerce. Portfmouth 
is on the Pifcatuay, a rapid and deep river, 
which never freezes till four miles above the 
C c 2 town. 
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town. This was formerly one of the greatcft 
markets for (hip-timber. Colonel Wentwortb, 
one of the moft intelligent and edeemed citi- 
zens, was the agent of the Englifli government 
and of the Eaft- India Company for that article. 
This company is now renewing its demands for 
this timber. Every thing in this town is com.* 
mcrce and (hi[>-building. 

Prefident Langdon himfclf is a merchant ; he 
is extremely well informed in every thing that 
concerns his country. You may recolledl^ that 
at the time of the invafion of Burgoync, he was 
the firfl to mount his horfe and lead oflF his fel- 
low citizens to fight him. He appears weU 
perfuaded, as well as Colonel Wcntworth, that 
the fureft road to the profperity of their coun- 
try, is the adoption of the new federal govera- 
mcnt. 

We left Portfmouth on Sunday, and came to 
dine at Mr. Dalton's, five miles from Newberry, 
on the Marrimak : this is one of the fineft fitu- 
ations that can be imagined. It prefents an 
agreeable profpedt of {twtn leagues. This farm 
is extremely well arranged ; I faw on it thirty 
cows, numbers of (heep, &c. and a wcU-fur- 
niflied garden. Mr. Daltoii occupies himfelf 
much in gardening, a thing generally negleflcd 
la America. He has fine grapes, apples, ' and 

pears; 



i 



•UNITED STATES OF AMERICA. 389 

pears; but he complains that children ftcal 
them ; an offence readily pardoiied in a free 
country. A proprietor here, who, to prevent 
thefe little thefts, (hould make ufe of thofe in- 
fernal mantraps invented by the Englifh, w^ould 
juftly be execrated by his fellow creatures. 

Mr. Dalton received me with that franknefs 
which befpeaks a man of worth and of talents ; 
with that hofpitality which is more general in 
Maflachufetts, and New Hamp(hire, than in 
the other States. 

The Americans are not accuftomed to what 
we call grand feafts ; they treat Grangers as they 
treat themfelves every day, and they live well. 
They fay they are not anxious to ftarve them- 
felves the week, in order to gormandife on Sun- 
"day. This trait will paint to you a people at 
their eafe, who wiQi not to torment themfelves 
for (how. 

Mr. Dalton'^s houfe prefented me with the 
image of a true patriarchial family, and of great 
domeftic felicity ; it is compofed of four or five 
handfome young women, dreft with decent 
fimplicity, his amiable wife, and his venerable 
father of eighty years. This refpeftable old 
man preferves a good memory, a good appetite, 
and takes habitual excrcife. He has no wrinkles 
in his face, which feems to be a charaderiftic of 

C c 3 American 
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American old age ; at leaft I have often obfcrv^ 
ed it. 

From Mr. Dalton's we came to Andover^ 
where my companion prefented me to the re- 
fpeftable paftor of the parifli, Doctor Symmes, 
in whom I faw a true model of a minifter of 
religion, purity of morals, fimplicity in his man- 
ner of life, and gentlenefs of character. He 
cheers his folitude with a refpeftabk wife, by 
whom he has had many children. And the 
cultivation of his farm occupies thofe moments 
which are not neceffarily devoted to ftudy, and 
to the care of the fouls committed to his charge^ 



^ 



LETTER XL. 

DEBT OF THE UNITED STATES, 

YOU have feen, my friend, in the Ency-t 
clopedia, a ftate of the American debt 
brought down to the year 1784. This article, 
which I believe was furniflied to the compiler^ 
by the learned Mr. JefFerfon, contains fome few 
errors. You may, however, draw from it fome 
juft ideas relative to the origin of the continent 
tal debt. There is jio work which treats of 

the 
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the changes made in it fince 1784, which is the 
principal objeft of my prefent letter^. 

You who are fo well verfed in finance, will 
doubtlefs be ftruck with the errors committed 
by the Congrefs in laying the foundation of 
this debt, and with the flerility of their plans to 
remedy the want of money. But your fuprife 
will vanifli when you examine the critical cir- 
cumftanccs of that body of men to whom 
America owes her independence. 

They muft be fuppofed ignorant of the prin- 
•ciples of finance ; a fcience which their former 
fituation had happily rendered unneceflary. 
They were prefled by the imperious neceffity 
of a formidable invafion, to fubmiffion, or to 
combat ; and they muft pay thofe who (hould 
fight their battles. 

The idea of paper money was the firft, and 
perhaps the only one that could ftrike them. 
Its object was fo fublime, and patriotifm fo fer- 
vent, that every thing was to be expefted from 
it. The Congref? believed in it ; and in multi- 
plying this paper, even in the midft of a rapid 
depreciation, they are not to be accufed of ill 
faith ; for they expeft to redeem the whole. 

* Since writing this (ketch, I have incorporated into it the 
operations of the new Congrefs on Mr. Hamilton's report of 
September 1789. 

C C 4 The 
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The people manifefted the fame confidence; 
But the unexpefted accumulation of the quan- 
tity, the confequent depreciation, and the gra- 
dual difappearance of danger, were the natural 
and united caufes of a revolution of fentiment. 
To believe that this paper would not be redeem- 
ed at its nominal value, was in 1777 a crime* 
To fay that it ought to be fo redeemed, was ia 
1784 another crime. 

Since the eftablifliment of the new federal 
fyftem, the opinion, with refpeft to the debt^ 
has undergone a third revolution. Among ^ 
free people, it is impoffible but truth and ho- 
nour Ihould fooner or later predominate. Al- 
moft all the Americans are at prefent convinc-r 
ed, that to arrive at the high degree of pros- 
perity, to which the nature of things invites 
them, and to acquire the credit neceflary for 
this purpofe, they muft fulfil, with the moft 
fcrupulous punftuality, all their engagements. 
And this convidion has determined the new 
Congrefs to make the finance the firft great ob- 
jc£l of their attention. 

The debt of the United States is divided into 
two clafles, foreign and domeflic. The foreign. 
dc4)t is compofed, in capital, of a loan made \w 
France of 24,000,000 * of livres at 5 per cent. 

another 

♦ If the fecrct hiftory of this debt contra£lcdin France were 

publi(he(), 
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another made in Holland, under the guarantee 
of France, of 10,000,000 at 4 per cenU both 
amounting in dollars to 6,296,296 ; another in 
Spain, at ^ per cent. 174,011 dollars. 

In 

publifhed, it would difcover the origin of many fortunes which 
have aftoniflied us. It is certain, for inftance, that M. de 
Vergennes difpofed of thcfe loans at pleafure, caufed military 
ftores and merchandife to be furnilhed by perfons attached to 
him, and fufFered not their accounts to be difputed. It is a 
fa£t, that in his accounts with Congrefs, there was one million 
of livres that he never accounted for, after all the demands that 
were made to him. It is like wife a faft, that out of the forty- 
feven millions pretended to be furniflied in the above articles 
by France to Congrefs, the employment of twenty-one mil- 
lions is without vouchers. Many fortunes may be made from 
twenty-one millions. 

M. Beaumarchais, in a memoir publifhed two )rears ago^ 
pretends to be the creditor of Congrefs for millions. I have, 
in my hands, a report made to Congrefs by two refpedlable 
members, in which they prove, that he now owes Congrefs 
742,413 livres, and a million more, if the wandering million 
above mentioned has fallen into his hands. Thefe reporters 
make a (Iriking pidhire of the manoeuvres pra6tifed to deceive 
the Americans. 

Will not the National Aflembly caufe fome account to be 
rendered of the fums fquandered in our part of the American 
war ? or rather the fums which, inftead of going to fuccour 
thofe brave (Irugglers for liberty, went to adorn the bed-cham- 
bers of an aftrefs ? Adeline did more mifchief to the Ame- 
ricans, than a regiment of Heflians. Where are the accounts 
of her favourite Veymcrange ? Why has not M. Neckar 
drawn the impenetrable veil which fcreens them from the pub- 
lic? 
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In Holland, in four different 

loans - - 3,600,000 



Total capital - - 10,070,307 doll. 

Intereft to Dec. 31, 1789, 1,651,257 

Total, capital and intereft, 1 1,721,564 

Domeftic debt liquidated, ca- 
pital and intereft, to the 
^id of Dec. 1790 - 40,414,085 

Not liquidated, eftimatcd at 2,000,000 

Total, foreign and domeftic, 54^124,464 dolU 

In the profecution of the war each indivi- 
dual State had occafion to contradk a debt of its 
own, which, for a variety of reafons, it was 
thought beft that the Congrefs ftiould aflumc 
and add to the general mafs of the debt of the 
United States. 

The fums thus aflumed, which are fuppofcd 

Kc ? And he himfelf, has he nothing to anfwer for the choice 
he made of cornipted, weak, and wicked agents, and the faci- 
lity with which he ratified their accounts ? 

Mr. Morris and Dr. Franklin have been cenfured in the 
American papers on account of thefe robberies. I am for 
from joining in the accufations againft the latter ; but I could 
wifti he had given pofitive anfwcrs to the writer under the fig- 
nature of CentineL 

to 
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.to abforb nearly the whole of all the State debts, 
amount in the whole to 259000,000 doU. 



So that the total amount of 
the prefent debt of the 
United States is - 79, 1 24,464 doll. 



Annual intereft of this fum, as 

ftipulated - - 4,587,444 

To complete the lift of what is annually to 
be paid, we muft add the annual expenccs of 
the federal government. The following is the 
amount of the year 1 790 : 

Civil lift - - 254,892 

Department of war - ^SS^S37 

Military penfions - 96,979 



507,408 



You fee, my friend, from thefe details, that 
the expences of government among a free peo- 
ple, are far from that extravagance and pomp 
which are pretended to be neceffary in other go- 
ments to delude the people, and which tend but 
to render them vicious and miferable« 

You fee, that with one hundred and tea 

thoufand fterling, a government is wcU admi- 

y nifted 
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<iiftered for four millions of people, inhabiting 
an extent of country greater than Germany, 
Flanders, Holland, and Switzerland united *. 
And finally, you fee that the Americans pay 
lefs than a million fterling a year for having 
maintained their liberty ; while the Englifli pay 
more than four millions fterling additional annual 
expence for having attempted to rob them of it. 
By the meafures taken by the new govern- 
ment, the Americans are in a fair way not only 
to pay their intereft, but to fink the principal of 
their debt ; and that without dired taxation. 



LETTER XLL 

IMPORTATIONS INTO THE UNITED STATES. 

IF you doubt, my friend, of the abilities of 
the United States to pay their debt, and the 
expences of their government, your doubts will 
be difllpated on calling your eye over the tables 
of their annual exportations. 

Many publications give, as an inconteftible 
maxim, " A nation muji import as little as poffi-- 

• I (peak only of the fettled parts of the United States. 
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ble^ and export as much as pojjible^^ If they mean 
by this that (he ought to produce as much as 
poffible at home, it is true ; but if they under- 
ftand that a nation is necefllirily poor when fhc 
imports much, it is falfe. For if (he imports, 
ihe either confumes, and of confequence has 
wherewith to pay, or (he re-exports, and con- 
Icquently makes a profit. This maxim, like 
moft of the dogmas of commerce, fo confident- 
ly preached by the ignorant, is either trivial or 
falfe. The importations into the United States 
have much increafed (ince the peace, as you will 
fee by the following account of them, compared 
with the tables of Lord Sheffield, which rcprc- 
fent periods antecedent to the war. 

The following is the ftatement of the princi- 
pal articles : 

Rum, brandy, and other fpirits — 4,000,000 gall. 

Wine — — — 1,000,000 

Hyfontea — — — 125,0001b. 

Sugar — — — 20,oco,ooo 

Coffee, cocoa, and chocolate — - 1,500,000 

Molaffes — — 3,000,000 gall. 

Salt — — — . 1,000,000 barrl. 

Be(ides the above articles, the importations 
of dry goods amount to more than twenty mil- 
lions of dollars annually. 

This general cftimate is calculated from the 

cuftom- 
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cuftom-houfe books at New York for three 
years. Taking for bafis that New York makes 
one-fifth of the general importations of the 
United States, it is believed that moft of thcic 
articles are eftimated much too low ; and this 
idea is fupported by the amount of duties col- 
leftcd fince the new federal fyftem has begun 
its operations. 

A great proportion of thefe articles, you will 
be convinced,- might be better imported from 
France than from any other country ; and .they 
will be, whenever we (hall underftand our inte* 
reft. Mr. Swan fays, that a million and a half 
of gallons of brandy might be brought annuaU 
ly from France ; that it is cheaper than the rum 
of Jamaica, and altogether preferred by the 
Americans to the rum of our iflands. He is like- 
wife of opinion, that French wines might be 
introduced in abundance ; but he recommends 
to our merchants, to obferve good faith in this 
particular, as they have inundated the United 
States with bad Bourdeaux wine, which has 
reflefted general difcredit on all the wines of 
France. He gives the preference to the white 
wines oi Grave ^ Pontacy St. Brife: and then to 
the Sauterne^ Prignac^ Barfac : among the red 
wines, he prefers the Chateau Maigol^ the iS^- 
gur^ the Haut Heifs^ the La Fite^ &c. I drank 
excellent Champagne at Bofton and New York ; 

and 
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and Burgundy at Philadelphia ; which is a proof 
that thefe wines will bear the fea. The quan- 
tity of twenty millions of imported fugar is 
thought to be five millions below the reality : 
we may add to this five millions of maple fu- 
gar made in the United States. What a dif- 
ference between this confumption and ours ! 
According to a calculation on the Comparative 
number of inhabitants, France ought to con* 
fume two hundred millions ; whereas our con- 
fumption is but eighty millions. By this faA 
you mayjudgeof the difference between the in- 
habitants of the two continents. In America^ 
even fervants ufe fugar in abundance. In France, 
the artifans and peafants cannot enjoy this ne- 
ceflary article ; which is confequently regarded 
as a fuperfluity. This circumftance will lead 
you to another obfervation, very important : 
this twenty millions of fugar is brought from 
our iflands ; from whence the exportation is 
rigidly prohibited. For what purpofc thca 
thefe prohibitions for two neighbouring people, 
who have reciprocal wants ? Is not this an in- 
invitation to governments to remove barriers 
which arc fo eafily broken down. 



LETTER 
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LETTER XLII. 

EXPORTATIONS AND MANUFACTURES. 

IF any thing can give an idea of the high de- 
gree of profperity to which thefe confede- 
rated republics are making rapid ftrides, it is the 
contemplation of thefe two fubjefts. It is im- 
poflible to enumerate all the articles to which 
they have turned their attention ; almoft one 
half of which were unknown before the war. 
Among the principal ones are (hip-building, flour, 
rice, tobacco, manufadlures in woollen, linen, 
hemp, and cotton; the fiftieries, oils, forges, 
and the different articles in iron and fteel ; in- 
ftruments of agriculture, nails, leather, and the 
numerous objefts in which they are employed ; 
paper, pafteboard, parchment, printing, pot-afli, 
pearl*afh, hats of all qualities, (hip-timber, and 
other wood of conftruftion ; cabinet work, 
cordage, cables, carriages ; works in brafs, cop- 
per, and lead ; glafs of different kinds ; gun- 
powder, cheefe, butter, callicoes, printed linen, 
indigo, furs, &c. Ship- building is one of the 

moft 
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taofl: profitable branches of bufinefs in America. 
They built (hips here before the war ; but they 
were not permitted to manufafture the articles 
neceffary to equip them ; every article is now 
made in the country. A fine (hip, called the 
MaJfachufeitSj of eight hundred tons, belonging 
to Mr. Shaw, had its fads and cordage wholly 
from the manufadure of Bofton ; this fingle ef- 
tabli(hment gives already two thoufand yards of 
fail- cloth a week. 

Breweries augment every where, and take 
place of the fatal diftilleries. There are no le(s 
than fourteen good breweries in Philadelphia. 
The infant woollen manufaftory at Hartford, 
from September 1788 to September 1789, gave 
about five thoufand yards of cloth, fome of 
which fells at five dollars a yard ; another at 
Watertown, in MafTachufetts, promifes equal 
fuccefs, and engages the farmers to multiply 
their fliecp. 

Cotton fucceeds equally well. The fpinning 
machines of Arkwright are well known here, 
and are made in the country. 

We have juftly remarked in our work on the 
United States, that nature invites the Ameri- 
cans to the labours of the forge, by the profu(e 
manner in which (he has covered their foil with 
wood, and interfperfed it with metal and coals. 
Vol, !• D d Penniylvania, 
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Many well-informed men in America have 
Written different pamphlets on the augmentation 
bf the commerce and manufaAures in the UniN 
ed States, which deferve attention ; fuch as, 
** Enquiries into the Principles of a Commercial 
Syftem. By Tench Coxe.'' •' Letter on the Work 
tf Lord Sheffield. By Mr. Bingham.'' " Nation^ 
»/ Arithmetic. By Mr. Swan^'' author of the 
Work cited in my laft Ictteri 



Letter XLiii. 

American trade to the bast-ikdies^ 

IN thid comtlle^ce, tny friend, you may fee 
difplayed the enterprifing fpirit of the 
Americans ; the firft motive to it, was thd hope 
of economizing in the price of Eaft-India goods, 
which they formerly imported froni England, 
and this economy muft be immenfe, if we judge 
of it by the great confumption of tea in Ame- 
rica^ and the high price it bears in England. In 
the year 1761^ the En glifh American colonics 
fent to England ^5,0001. fterling in Spanifh dol- 
lars for this fingle article, and fince that time 
the confumption of it has at leaft tripled. 

D d 2 Another 
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Another motive which encouraged them to 
pu(h this commerce, was the hope of being 
able to fupplj South-America, the Spanifli and 
other idands, and even the markets of Europe, 
with the goods of the Eaft ; and to obtain every 
where the preference, by the low price at which 
they might be afforded. And this projeft is not 
without foundation. The nature of things in- 
vites the Americans to become the firft carriers 
in the world. They build fliips at two-thirds 
of the expence that they are built at in Europe i 
they navigate with lefs feamen, and at Icfs ex- 
pence, although they nourifli their feamen bet- 
ter : they navigate with more fafety, with more 
cle'anlinefs, and with more intetligence, becaufe 
the fpirit of equality, which reigns at home, at- 
tends them likewife at fea. Nothing ftimulates 
men to be good failors like the hope of becoming 
captains* 

The produdions of their country are more 
favourable to this commerce than thofe of Eu- 
rope. They carry ginfeng to China; plank^ 
(hip-timber, flour, and falted provifions to tho 
Cape of Good Hope, and to the ifles of France 
and Bourbon. They are not, therefore, obliged 
to export fo great a proportion of fpecie as the 
Europeans, who have eftabliftiments in the Eafl:^ 
They are not obliged^ like them, to maintain, 

at 
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at an enormous expence, troops, forts, fliips of 
war, governors, intendants, fecretaries, clerks, 
and all the tools of <lerpotirm> as uielefs as they 
are expenfive; of which the price muft be 
added to that of the articles of this commerce. 

No fea is impenetrable to the navigating ge- 
nius of the Americans. You fee their flag every 
where diipbyed; you fee them exploring all 
iflands, ftudying their wants, and returning to 
fupply them. 

Our languifhing colony of Cayenne would 
have perilhad ten times with famine, of k de- 
pended on the regular promifed fupplies of the 
mother country ! But it i^ provifioned by the 
Americans ; who reniedy thus the murderous 
calculations of European mafters. 

A floop from Albany, of (ixty tons and ele- 
ven men, had the courage to go to China. The 
Chinefe, on feeing her arrive, took her for the 
/cutter of ibme large veflel, and alked where 
was the great (hip ? We are the great (hip, aur 
fwered they to the Chinefe, ftupified at their 
hardinefs. 

Our public papers vaunt the magnificence of 
the European nations, who make difcovcricis 
and voyages round the world : the Americans 
tdo the fame thing ; but they boaft not of their 
^exploits with fo rnuch emphafis. In September 
Dd3 179Q, 
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1790, the (hip Columbia, Captain Gray, faliecl 
to difcoycr the north-weft of this continent j 
this is his fecond voyage round the world : tho 
brig Hope has failed for the fame obje^S:. Our 
ppcrs have refounded with the quarrels of 
the Englifh and Spaniard^ of Nootka Sound. 
The Americans make qo quarrels 5 but they 
Jiave 2^1ready made a cqnfiderable commerce oti 
the fame coaft in furrs and peltry. They were 
there trading in the year 1789, in good intelli-r 
gence with both parties, la the fame year, nq 
lefs than forty-four yeffels were font from the 
fingle town of Bofton to the north- weft of 
America, to India, and to China. They bound 
pot their hopes here : they expeft, one day, to 
open a comm\lnicatipn more direft to Nootka 
Sound. It is probable that this place is not far 
from the head waters of the Miffiffippi j which 
the Americans wiJl foon navigate to its fource, 
tvhcn they ihall begin to people Loyifiana and 
the interior of New Mexico. 

This will he a fortunate epoch tq the human 
race, when there (hall be a third great change 
in the routes of maritime commerce. The Cape 
of Grood Hope will then lofe its reputation, and 
its afflux of conimerce, ^s the Mediterraneat) 
had loft it before. The pafl&ge which the free 
Americans arp called i^poa to open, which is 

ftilj 
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ftill unknown 9 which, however, is eafy to efta- 
hiittiy and which will place the two oceans, the 
Atlantic and the Pacific, in communication, is 
by the paflage by the lake of Nicaragua^. Na- 
ture (o much favours this communication, 
which is deftined to Shorten the route to the 
£aft-Indies, that the obftinacy of the nation 
which now poffeffes the country cannot loQg 
withftand its being opened. The Spaniards 
wifli to monopolize every thing. The frcQ 
Americans, on the contrary, feek the advan* 
ta^es of the great family of the human race. 



LETTER XUV. 

THE WESTERN TERRITORY. 

I HAVE not the time, my friend, to defcribc 
to you the new country of the weft ; which, 
though at prefent unknown to the Europeans, 
muft, from the nature of things, very foon me- 
rit the attention of every commercial and manuf 
faduring nation. I (hall lay before you at pre- 

• This projcft cxifts 5 its length prevents my giving it 
here. The Americans expeft one day to open this paflage. 

D d 4 feilt 
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fent only a general view of thefc aftonifhing 
fettlements, and refer to another time tihe de- 
tails which a fpeculativc philofopher may be able 
to draw from them. At the foot of the AUe- 
ganies, whofe fummits, however, do not threat- 
en the heavens, like thofe of the Andes and the 
Alps, begins an immenfe plain, interfered with 
hills of a gentle afcent, and watered every where 
with ftreams of all fizes; the foil is from three 
to feven feet deep, and of an aftonifliing ferti- 
lity : it is proper for every kind of culture, and 
it multiplies cattle almoft without the care of 
xnan. 

It is there that thofe eftablifliments are form- 
ed whofe profperity attrads fo many emigrants; 
fuch as Kentucky, Frankland, Cumberlandji 
Holfton, Mulkingum, and Scioto. 

The oldeft and moft flourifliing of thefe is 
Kentucky, which began in 1775, had eight 
thoufand inhabitants in 1782, fifty thoufand iii 
1787, and feventy thoufand in 1790*. It vvilj 
foon be a ftatc. 

Cumberland, fituated in the neighbourhood 

♦ By a letter from Colonel Fowler, a reprefentative in the 
legiflature of Virginia from Kentucky, of the i6th of Decem- 
ber, 1790, which the tranflator has feen, it appears that the 
inhabitants of Kentucky at that time amounted to one hun- 
dred and fcventy-three thoufand, 

of 
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of Kentucky, contains 8000 inhabitants, Hol- 
fton 5000, and Frankland 25,000* 

On beholding the multiplication and happi- 
nefs of the human fpecies in thefe rapid and 
profperous fettlements, and comparing them 
with the languor and debility of colonies formed 
by defpots, how auguft and venerable does the 
^fpeft of liberty appear J Her power is equal . 
to her will : (he commands, and forefts are 
overturned, mountains fink to. cultivated plains, 
and nature prepares an afylum for numerous ge- 
nerations ; while the proud city of Palmyra pe- 
rifhes with its haughty founder, and its ruins 
atteft to the world that nothing is durable but 
what is founded and foftered by freedom. It 
appears that Kentucky will preferve its advan- 
tage over the other fettlements on the fbuth ; 
its territory is more extenfive, its foil more fer- 
tile, and its inhabitants more numerous ; it is 
fituated on the Ohio, navigable at almoft all fea- 
fons : this laft advantage is equally enjoyed by 
the two fettlements of which I am going to 
fpeak. The eftablifliment at Muflcingum was 
formed in 1788, by a number of emigrants from 
New-England, belonging to the Ohio company. 
The Mulkingum is a river which falls into the 
Ohio from the Weft. Thefe people have an 
excellent foil, and every profpedt of fuccefs. 

Fronj 
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From thefe proprietors is formed ^M^other af* 
fociation, whofe name is more knowa iu France; 
it is that of the Scioto Compauy^^ a name taken 
from a river which, after having traverfed the 
two millions of acres which they poflefs, fsiUs 
into the Ohio» 

This 

♦ This company has been much calumniated. It has been 
iccufed of felling lands which it does not poflfefei of giving ex- 
aggerated accounts of its fertility, of deceiving the emtgfants, 
of robbing Fr^ce of her inhabitants^ and of fmdipg then ta 
be butchered by the favages. But t|ie title of this aflbciation 
is inconteftable ; the proprietors are reputable men ; the de* 
fcrtpiion which they have given of the lands is taken from the 
fMblic aad authentic reports of Mr. Hutcbins, geographer of 
Congre&, No perfqn can difpute their prodigious fertility. 

Certainly the ariftocrats of FrancC) who may emigrate thi- 
ther under the foolifb idea of forming a monarchy, would be 
fetally deceived in their expe^tions. They would fly from 
the French governmenti becaufe it eS^lifhes the equality of 
rights, and they would fsdl into a (bciety where this equality i& 
confecrated evea to the nature of things \ where every magt 
is folicited to independence by every circumftance that fur- 
rounds him, and efpecially by the facility of fupplying his 
wants » they would fly to preferve their tides, their honours, 
their privileges ; and they would fell into a new fociety^ where 
the titles of pride and chance are defpifed, and even unkaown. 

This enterprife is fuitable to the poor of Europe, who have 
lieither property nor employment, and who have ftrengch to 
labour. They would find at Scioto the means of fupplying 
their wants ; the (bU would give them its treafures, at the ex- 
pence of a Qight cultivation} the bei^fts of the forefis would 

cover 
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This fettlecnent would fpon rife to a high de-» 
gree pf profperity if the proper cautions wero 
taken in the ctnbarkation and the neceffary 
nieang employed to fol^ce them, ^nd to prepare 
them for a kind of life fo different from that to 
wich they are accuftomed. 

The revolutioii in the American goverment 
will, doubtlefs, be beneficial to the favages, for 
the government tends effentially to peace. But 
as a rapid increafe of population muft neceflarily 
be tlie confequence of its operations, the favages 
muft either blend with the An^ericans, or 9 

icover their tsrf^les, until they could rear catde on their farms. 
It would be then rendering afervjce to the unfortunate people^ 
who are deprived of the means of fubiiftence by the Revolu- 
tion, to open to them this afylum, where they could obtain a 
property. 

But, fay the oppofers, ^ poqr may find tHefe advantages 10 
France. We have great quantities of uncultivated land : yes ; 
but will the proprietors fell it for almofl: nothing ? will it pro- 
duce equally with that of Scioto ? are provifiuns as cheap here 
as there ? No ; why then declaim fo much againft an emigra- 
tion, ufeful at the fame time to France, to the individuals, and 
fo the United States i The man who without aiuch expence, 
and in a manner that ihoiild make it voluntary, could find the 
means of tranfporting to the forefls of America the thirty thou- 
fand mendicants whom fear, as weH as humanity, oWtges u6 
to fupport in idlenefs in die neighbourhood of Paris, that man 
would merit ^ ftatue. For he would at once cure the capital 
of a leprofy, and reader thirty thoufaud people to happin^fs 
and good morals. 

thoufand 
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thoufand caufcs will fpeedily annihilate that rac9 
of men. 

There is nothing to fear, that the danger 
from the favages will ever arreft the ardour of 
the Americans for extending their fettlcmcnts^ 
They all expe£t that the navigation of the Mif- 
fiffippi becoming free, will foon open to them the 
markets of the iflands, and the Spani/h colonies 
for the productions with which their country 
overflows. But the queftion to be folved is, 
whether the Spaniards will open this navigation 
willingly, or whether the Aqfiericans will force 
jt. A kind of negociation has been carried on^ 
without efFeft, for four years ; and it is fuppofed 
that certain States, fearing to lofe their inhabi- 
tants by emigration to the wef , have, in con- 
cert with the Spanifti minifter, oppofed it ; and 
that this concert gave rife to a propofition, that 
Spain Ihould (hut up the navigation for twenty- 
five years, on condition that the Americans 
Ihould have a free commerce with Spain. Vir- 
ginia and Maryland, though they had more to 
fear from this emigration than the other States, 
were oppofed to this propofition, as derogatory 
to the honour of the United States ; and a ma* 
jority of Congrefs adopted the fentiment. 

A degree of diffidence, which the inhabitants 
pf the weft have fliewn relative to the fecret 

ilefigat 
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dcfigns of Congrcfs, has induced many people 
to believe that the union would not exift a long 
time between the old and new States ; and this 
probability of a rupture, they fay, is ftrengthen- 
ed by fome endeavours of the Englifli in Canada 
to attach the weftern fettlcrs to the Englifli 
government. 

But a number of reafons determine me to be- 
lieve that the prefent union will for ever fub- 
fift. A great part of the property of the weft- 
ern land belongs to people of the eaft ; the un- 
ceafing emigrations ferve perpetually to ftrength- 
en their connexions ; and as it is for the intereft 
both of the eaft and weft to open an extenfive 
commerce with South-America, and to overleap 
the Miffiffippi, they muft, and will, remain 
united for the accompliftiment of this objed. 

The weftern inhabitants are convinced that 
this navigation cannot remain a long time clofed. 
They are determined to open it by good will or 
by force ; and it would not be in the power of 
Congrefs to moderate their ardour. Men who 
have fliook off the yoke of Great- Britain, and 
who are mafters of the Ohio and the Miffiffippi, 
cannot conceive that the infolence of a handful 
of Spaniards can think of ftiutting rivers and feas 
againft a hundred thoufand free Americans. The 
flighteft quarrel will be fufficicnt to throw them 

into 
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into a flame ; and if ever the Americans (ftalt 
march towards New Orleans, it will infallibly 
fall into their hands. The Spaniards fear this 
moment ; and it cannot be far off. If they had 
the policy to open the Miffiffippi, the port of 
New Orleans would become the centre of a lu- 
crative commerce. But her narrow and fuperfti- 
tious policy will oppofe it ; for fhe fears^ above 
all things, the communication of thofe princi-* 
pies of independence which the Americans 
preach wherever they go ; and to which theii* 
own fuccefs gives an additional weight. 

In order to avert the efFcdls of this enterprif- 
ing charaftcr of the free Americans, the Spa- 
nilh government has adopted the pitiful projedt 
of attrafting them to a fettlement on the weft 
of the Mifliffippi *, and by granting to thofe 
who (hall eftablifli themfelves there the exclu- 
live right of trading to New Orleans. This 
colbny is the firft foundation of the conqiieft of 
Louifiana, and of the civilization of Mexico and 
Peru* 

How defirable it is, for the happinefs of the 
human race, that this communication (hould 
extend ! for cultivation and population here 
will augment the profperity of fhe manufadlur-* 



Colonel Morgan is at the head of thisfetflcment* 
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ing nations of Europe. The French and Spa- 
niards, fettled at the Natchcs, on the moft fer- 
tile foil, have not, for a century, cultivated a 
(ingle acre ; while the Americans, v^ho have 
lately made a fettlement there, have at prefent 
three thoufand farms of four hundred acres 
each ; which furnifli the greater part of the 
provifions for New Orleans. O Liberty ! how 
great is thy empire ; thou createft induftry, 
which vivifies the dead. 

I tranfport myfelf fometimes in imagination 
to the fucceeding century. I fee this whole 
extent of continent, from Canada to Quito, co- 
vered with cultivated fields, little villages, and 
country houfes *. I fee Happinefs and Induf- 
try fmiling fide by fide, Beauty adorning the 
daughter of Nature, Liberty and Morals render- 
ing almoft ufelefs the coercion of Government 
and Laws, and gentle Tolerance taking place 
of the ferocious Inquifition. I fee Mexicans, 
Peruvians, men of the United States, French- 
men, and Canadians, embracing each other, 
curfing tyrants, and bleflingthe reign of Liber- 

* America will never have enormous cities like London and 
Paris ; which would abforb the means of induftry, and vitiate 
morals. Hence it will rcfult, thac property will be more equal- 
ly divided, population greater, m^mners lefs coriupted^ and in* 
duftry and happinefs more univcrfal. 

3 ty» 
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ty, which leads to univerfal harmony. But tUd 
mines, the flaves, what is to become of them ? 
The mines will be clofed, and the flaves wilL 
become the brothers of their maflers. As to 
gold, it is degrading to a free country to dig for 
it, unlefs it can be done without flaves ; and a 
free people cannot want for figns to ferve as a 
medium in exchanging their commodities. Gold 
has always fervcd more the caufe of defpotifm 
than that of liberty; and liberty will always 
find lefs dangerous agents to ferve in its place. 

Our fpeculators in Europe arc far from ima-* 
gining that two revolutions are preparing on 
this continent, which will totally overturn the 
ideas and the commerce of the old : the open- 
ing a canal of communication between the twa 
oceans, and abandoning the mines of Peru. Let 
the imagination of the philofopher contemplate 
the confequences. They cannot but be happy 
for the human race. 
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